
UPDATE #3 RANGELEA HOLDINGS COURT ACTION 

The latest Supreme Court directions hearing took place yesterday, 19 October. The matter was 
adjourned to a further hearing on 18 November 2021.  Please see the attached letter from the 
special administrator. 

Peter McQuoid, special administrator 

 



 
ADNYAMATHANHA TRADITIONAL LANDS ASSOCIATION 
(ABORIGINAL CORPORATION) RNTBC (under special administration) 

C/- Moore Australia 
Level 2, 180 Flinders Street 

Adelaide SA 5000 
 
 
19th October 2021 
 

Update on ATLA and Rangelea Holdings Pty Ltd 
 
In July 2021, Rangelea directors commenced proceedings in the Supreme Court of South 
Australia against ATLA, Heathgate and Quasar, seeking to reverse the temporary suspension 
of royalty payments. The case was heard in Court on 26 July.  There have now been four 
directions hearings held with the most recent being this morning, 19 October. A directions 
hearing is a short court appearance where orders are made about what should happen next.  
These hearings have been heard by Judge Dart (Master) in the Supreme Court of South 
Australia. 
 
For the information of the community: 

• ATLA has never asked for access to Adnyamathanha compensation money.  
• ATLA does not want to control the Adnyamathanha compensation money.  
• The funeral fund continues to be available via Rangelea.  
• The special administrator does not want to control Adnyamathanha compensation 

money.  
• Neither ATLA nor its subsidiary ATLA1 distribute compensation money—that is the 

job of the directors of Rangelea.  
• Mediation was arranged so that the directors of Rangelea could be informed of these 

things but the directors of Rangelea have refused mediation. 

 
Prior to this 19 October hearing the directors of Rangelea requested a further delay to the 
proceedings of two months.  ATLA objected to this.  ATLA wants the case to go to trial and 
be decided by the Court as soon as is possible.  ATLA wants compensation money to be 
available to the Common Law Holders for the December 2021 distribution. 
 
There are two matters before the Court.   

1. The Rangelea matter which is the application by the directors of Rangelea to have the 
suspended compensation monies paid to Rangelea immediately; and 

2. The ATLA matter which is the application by the special administrator of ATLA to 
have an inspector appointed to Rangelea to report to the Court on how the directors of 
Rangelea have spent and distributed the compensation money.   

This morning (19 October), Judge Dart ordered: 
 
With respect to the Rangelea matter: 

1. The Rangelea application be referred into the special classification list (this means the 
matter will be heard by a Justice of the Court and prepared for trial); 

2. Consideration of the Rangelea application be adjourned to the next hearing; 



3. The Rangelea application be adjourned for directions to 18 November at 09:15am; 
and 

4. Costs in the cause (it will be decided later who will pay the costs of the winning 
party) 

With respect to the ATLA matter: 

1. Time for Rangelea to file a defence is extended until 29 October 2021 (this extension 
was requested by the directors of Rangelea); 

2. Costs in the cause (it will be decided later who will pay the costs of the winning 
party); 

3. The ATLA application be referred into the special classification list (this means the 
matter will be heard by a Justice of the Court and prepared for trial); 

4. Parties to make discovery (send to each other the documents which they have relating 
to the case) within 21 days of the filing of the defence i.e., 21 days from 29 October 
2021; and 

5. The ATLA application be adjourned for directions to 18 November at 09:15am. 

 
It is anticipated that on the 18 November the Court will set a date for the trial to commence.  
In the meantime, it is hoped the directors of Rangelea will vote to attend mediation and bring 
an end to the mounting costs associated with the Court hearings. 
 
All costs incurred by ATLA have been met by ORIC.  So far, the legal fees incurred by 
ATLA and paid by ORIC for the period 15 July 2021 to 30 September 2021 have amounted 
to $190,658.11.  It is not known how much the directors of Rangelea have paid in legal fees, 
nor the source of the monies used to fund their legal fees. 
 
A further update will be provided after the hearing scheduled for 18 November 2021. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
Peter McQuoid  
Special Administrator ATLA 
Ph: 0435 018 879 
Email: p.mcquoid@pdmc.net.au 
 


