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Acknowledgement

The Brachina Gorge Concept Plan acknowledges the Adnyamathanha 
People as the Traditional Custodians for Ikara - Flinders Ranges National 
Park and surrounding Land and Waters. 

We pay our respects to Elders past and present and emerging, 
recognising their continued spiritual relationship and responsibilities for 
Country. 

This Strategy also acknowledges and pays respect to Australian 
Indigenous Peoples who were separated from Clan and Country and 
also reside in surrounding communities. May these journeys of healing 
be acknowledged, respected, supported and become mutual objectives 
for all Australians.
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The Dawn of Animal Life

The purpose of this document is to support the planning for the Flinders Ranges World Heritage Serial 
Property through the Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park Component Part. The challenge is to present the 
13 individual geological sites (‘Elements’) found within the Brachina Gorge area of the Park in a manner 
that enlivens and enriches the Brachina story and develops popular and unique visitor experiences that 
present the evidence and narrative that traces “The Dawn of Animal Life”. 

The South Australian Government is pursuing the potential for selected parts of the Flinders Ranges to be inscribed as World Heritage. 
The Flinders Ranges is an outstanding Australian landscape: it has a rich Aboriginal heritage and it is exceptional for its wealth of 
biological, geological and cultural values.

It also has special values that are of international significance. Its geological and palaeontological values tell us about aspects of the 
history of the Earth and the evolution of animal life on Earth, these are considered outstanding at a global scale.

A World Heritage listing nomination for the Flinders Ranges is therefore being prepared under the guidance of UNESCO’s World 
Heritage Operational Guidelines, and specifically relative to Criterion (viii), which recognises geological phenomena. The importance 
of the World Heritage proposal to the South Australian Community is reflected through the identification of the Flinders Ranges World 
Heritage bid as one the key Flinders Ranges and Outback Regional Tourism priorities. Through the consultation with industry and 
various stakeholders, the Flinders Ranges World Heritage bid and the product/experiences in the Flinders Ranges are key to growing 
the visitor economy for the region. Also, the need to be authentic and preserve that natural landscape of the area is very much part of 
the brand of what makes the Flinders Ranges a unique part of Australia.

The Ikara – Flinders Ranges National Park represents one of the eight separate areas of the Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
‘Component Parts’. The Flinders Ranges World Heritage narrative is derived from the evidence provided by 34 individual ‘Elements’ that 
are the ‘Key Points’ that contribute to the grand story - the ‘Dawn of Animal Life’

As a component of this process the Department for Environment and Water (DEW) is seeking to prepare a Concept Plan that will guide 
the development of visitor experiences at the 13 geological sites of international significance within the Ikara – Flinders Ranges National 
Park.

The Concept Plan will look to guide the access, presentation and interpretation of these selected sites that align with the South 
Australian Government’s recent proposal for World Heritage listing.
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Component Parts

The Arkaroola Protection Area and Ikara - Flinders Ranges Concept 
Plans and the Nilpena Visitor Plan outline strategic development of 
these three Component Parts to support the planning for the Flinders 
Ranges World Heritage Serial Property. These plans have sought to 
present 23 of the 34 Elements of the Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
“Dawn of Animal Life” narrative in a manner that enlivens and enriches 
the story through popular and unique visitor experiences

Experiences

The ‘Dawn of Animal Life’ narrative will be reflected through strongly 
connected but locally distinct sustainable visitor activities where 
visitors immerse themselves in World Heritage experience that reflect 
the spirit, culture and heritage of this unique arid landscape. It can be 
suggested that geology is at the core of these tourism experiences, the 
foundations on which every other element has come to exist, shaping 
the characteristics of the landscapes, biodiversity and people.

The Flinders Ranges World Heritage Serial Property Statement provides 
the consistent World Heritage messages for the Arkaroola Protection 
Area, Ikara - Flinders Ranges National Park and Ediacara Conservation 
Park and Nilpena Component Parts.  These messages combine with the 
recommended methods of communicating World Heritage Values and 
the themes of Culture, Pioneering Heritage, Conservation and Country. 
The visitor experiences proposed are uniquely different and are 
designed to encourage visitors to experience the whole ‘World Heritage 
Package’ or to get involved locally in bite sized chunks.

The Flinders Ranges World Heritage visitor experiences have been 
developed in a manner that will enable the other Component Parts and 
the individual geological sites to be incorporated within the wider World 
Heritage experience at a later time.

The visitor offerings at the three Component Parts are detailed within 
the concept and visitor plans and follow a range of themes for the 
World Heritage Geological Trail:

Arkaroola Protection Area – Arid rangelands wilderness with a focus 
on walking access to the sites from vehicle accessible trail heads, 
multi-day guided and independent creek and gorge walking options 
between sites and vehicle based guided tours. Visitor accommodation 
and services are centered around the Arkaroola Village.

Ikara - Flinders Ranges National Park – Arid gorge and ranges 
experience, predominantly vehicle-based along Brachina Gorge with 
short walking and universal access to interpretation sites. Independent 
and guided tour access, including with Adnyamathanha operators.

Ediacara Conservation Park and Nilpena - Experience centre and 
guided access to the fossil beds, state of the art interpretation, geology 
displays and youth discovery / play areas and a remote wilderness 
landscape with rich pioneering and Aboriginal heritage.

Design

Visitor experiences will be presented across each Component Part through consistent design elements (such as interpretation posts) and 
interpretive strategies (selecting themes, information and graphical styles for signage) will be repeated, to  tell the story in the same manner. 
As well as this, the sequence and interrelationships of sites across the Flinders Range World Heritage Serial Property / Geological Trail will 
be communicated consistently by colouring sites according to their age. Sites from matching time periods will be the coded using the same 
colour across each Component Part, aiding visitors to place sites in geological the narrative across the whole region.

Acknowledging that Component Parts are parts of a whole, it is also effective to communicate a separate brand and visual identity for 
each Component Part. This allows visitors to anticipate visiting different sites on future trips and locate themselves in the vast region. It is 
suggested that each location is attributed with a main colour, iconography and headline that can be communicated across all materials 
associated with that Component Part. 

We recognise that developing specific brands and logos for each Component Part to reflect the World Heritage narrative, geological 
importance and the values of the site will be challenging and will require input from many of the stakeholders. We believe this branding and 
logo design process is important and should be included as a future action.  

Arkaroola Protection Area
‘
A true wilderness landscape, 
where “hot rocks” influenced 
nature and the Dawn of Animal 
Life.’

Nilpena 

‘Traditional ways, pioneering and 
unique fossils in a vast landscape’

Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park

‘The Gorge of the Adnyamathanha 
people with evidence of Earths 
previous warming contribution to 
the Dawn of Animal Life.
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World Heritage Geological Sites 

The Ikara – Flinders Ranges National Park includes 13 of the 34 Element 
geological sites. This Concept Plan guides the access, presentation and 
interpretation of these selected sites and includes:

3.1 Oraparinna Diapir
3.2 Ironstone Formation
3.3 Mawson limestone
3.4 Stromatolite bioherm
3.5 Elatina glaciation
3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site
3.7 Cap carbonate, Enorama Creek
3.8 Brachina Formation
3.9 Acraman meteorite impact
3.10 Wonoka Formation
3.11 Brachina-Rawnsley Quartzite
3.12 Brachina Gorge Cambrian burrowing animals
3.13 Brachina Gorge Archaeocyath Reefs

These sites and the Brachina Gorge ‘Dawn of Animal Life’ World 
Heritage Concept Planare proposed to be communicated via four draft 
key narrative stages:

  Geological Narrative 1
  Pre animal life 
  The formation of the Adelaide Rift Complex

  Geological Narrative 2
  Ice - and the first animal life

  Geological Narrative 3
  Melting and the radiation of multi celled life

  Geological Narrative 4
  Cambrian explosion

It is suggested that destinations and trails are visited in order of the 
World Heritage Narrative to help visitors to comprehend the sequence 
and interrelationships of sites that make up the ‘Dawn of Animal Life’ 
history.  These narratives require strong direction by a knowledgeable 
scientist in the design development stage, to finalise the sequence 
of elements and ensure clear, consistent and correct information is 
provided for interpretation.
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Brachina Gorge Co-Management

Adnyamathanha Custodianship 

Adnyamathanha people have always welcomed visitors to their Country. 

To ensure that visitors respect and develop an awareness of Adnyamathanha culture, visitor communication will welcome visitors to 
Country, encourage them to experience Adnyamathanha culture and enjoy a safe visit. The park was renamed ‘Ikara-Flinders Ranges 
National Park’ in 2015. The new name seeks to recognise that Ikara (meeting place) has, and always will be, a place where people 
meet. 

The Adnyamathanha people are the traditional owners of the land around the Flinders Ranges, including the Ikara-Flinders Ranges 
National Park. They have co-managed the park with the South Australian Government since 2011 and recognise the importance of 
the park to all South Australians. The future management of the land aims to honour the old ways, respect the aspirations of all South 
Australians and give voice to the Adnyamathanha people. 

The park has a profound natural beauty and inspires a spiritual connection to the land and Adnyamathanha culture. The 
Adnyamathanha people look forward to sharing their culture and their long spiritual connection to Country with visitors from around the 
world. 

An interpretive plan currently under development for the geological trail (an interpretation plan for the entire park was completed in 
2016) will ensure that cultural information is communicated in an accurate and culturally appropriate way. The Concept Plan recognises 
the developing interpretive plan and the planning team have worked closely with National Parks and Wildlife SA interpretive planners.

Ecological Restoration 

The diversity of landscapes, outstanding natural beauty, distinctive geology, and cultural stories are the main features which led the 
Flinders Ranges region to be designated as one of Australia’s National Landscapes.

A broad scale ecological restoration program called Bounceback commenced in the 1990s with the aim to restore and secure healthy 
and resilient ecosystems across the Flinders and Olary Ranges. Excessive grazing pressure and high numbers of foxes were thought to 
have caused the decline of many local fauna species including Andu (Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby).

Bounceback has established a strong foundation for biodiversity conservation, resulting in regenerating native vegetation communities, 
a significant increase in numbers of Andu, and gradual recovery of other fauna such as Echidna.

The successful Bounceback Program has enabled the successful reintroduction of the Idnya (Western quoll) and Virlda (Brushtail 
possum) to the Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park in 2014.

Visitors

Adnyamathanha, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal tourism operators, as well as independent, self-guided visitors will undertake 
meaningful and immersive experiences underpinned by the Ikara (meeting place) theme.

How future visitors can sustainably access, experience, and immerse themselves in the World Heritage experience and reflect the spirit 
of Co-Management presents one of the future challenges within the Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park.
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Visiting Brachina Gorge

Visitor Context

Ikara – Flinders Ranges National Park is an iconic and popular destination for camping, walking, cycling, rock climbing, vehicle 
touring and experiencing nature in a stunning Australian landscape. Drawing visitors from all over world, the park continues to provide 
opportunities for the surrounding community to develop their own nature-based tourism products, bringing investment into the region 
and playing a vital role in the local economy.

Pre-COVID-19, visitation to the Flinders Ranges and Outback region was growing, with close to 1.5 million visitors experiencing the 
area annually. Visitors are largely attracted by the Flinders spectacular natural environment and unique wildlife. With the domestic 
market representing 94% of all regional visitors (69% intrastate visitors), this number is forecast to continue growing. Recent market 
observations have evidenced increasing demand by both domestic and international travellers for outdoor nature based experiences, 
in response to travel restrictions and lockdowns. The Brachina Gorge Concept Plan has the opportunity to address this demand, 
leveraging awareness through the World Heritage nomination, offering a new reason for intrastate visitors to come back and rediscover 
the Flinders and inviting new visitors to explore and connect. The Brachina Gorge Concept Plan further supports the development 
of exceptional visitor experiences that complement the Brachina Gorge concept, benefit Andyamathana, local communities and the 
tourism industry and holistically deliver on the IFRNP experience themes of Culture, Conservation and Country. 

Access

Ikara – Flinders Ranges National Park is 6 hours by vehicle located 512 km kilometres north of Adelaide, visitors access the area by:
• Road – on sealed roads on the RM Williams Way or via National Highway One and the towns of Quorn and Halker.
• Air - visitors can fly through commercial aircraft to Port Augusta and Whyalla.
• By coach/bus - coach tours and third-party tour providers also access Ikara – Flinders Ranges National Park.

Access within the Ikara - Flinders Ranges National Park

A network of vehicle tracks and walking trails provide visitor access to the park. Management tracks are not available for public vehicle 
access but are available for walking and some are available for cycling. Horse-riding and the leading of a horse is permitted on vehicle 
tracks available to public vehicles. 

The Mawson Trail is a well-recognised South Australian cycling trail that passes through the Flinders Ranges and the park. The Flinders 
Ranges by Bike Trail offers a journey across the landscape linked to the Mawson Trail, pastoral stays, and connections with local 
people. Cycling in the park is popular and utilised by school groups, tour groups, individuals and through planned cycling events. 
There is demand for further cycling opportunities including short rides from Wilpena and longer rides that link into and enhance the 
existing opportunities such as the Mawson Trail. 

The Flinders Ranges World Heritage narrative is derived from the evidence provided by 34 individual geological sites (‘Elements’) in 
eight separate areas of the Flinders Ranges (‘Component Parts’).

The majority of the 13 Elements found within the Ikara – Flinders Ranges National Park Component are located within the Brachina 
Gorge area with 10 of the 13 Elements found within the previously developed Brachina Gorge Geological Trail.
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Flinders Ranges Visitor Snapshot

Total visitors

796,000 overnight 
(SA total 8.5M)
631,000 day trip  
(SA total 17.1M)

How the Flinders Ranges and Outback compares1

Flinders Ranges and Outback Regional Advantages3

Quick stats: Flinders Ranges and Outback Year End December 20192

Total expenditure

$459m 
(SA total expenditure 
$8.1B)

Domestic Visitors

Age: 45-54 years (20%), 
65+ (20%)
Travel party: Adult 
couple 
Purpose: Holiday 
(42 %), VFR (18 %), 
business (33%)
Origin: Adelaide (40%), 
Regional SA (29%), VIC 
(12%)
Top Activities: 
Eat or dine out (52%)
Sightseeing (33%)
Visit friends and 
relatives (30%)
Visit pubs / bars (30%)
Bushwalking (23%)
National parks (23%)

Interstate

Natural Landscape
Obvious draw card

Key Experiences
Key appealing experiences 
include railways, scenic 
flights and 4WD tours

Child Friendly 
Opportunity to enhance 
the range of child friendly 
attractions

Intrastate

Rediscovery
Rediscovering the Flinders 
through new activities of 
particular appeal to the 
intrastate market

Differentiate
Essential to differentiate the 
experience from competitor 
products

Access
Easy to access with 
bitumen roads from 
Adelaide to Wilpena Pound 
only 5 hours drive

International

Natural World
Scenery, sunset, nature, 
wildlife and natural history 
strong drivers of appeal

Western Markets
Strong visitation

Traditional Culture
Adnyamathanha cultural 
interpretation and tours

Typically looking for:
Authenticity
Interaction
Points of difference
Challenges 
Learning Opportunities

Regional Visitor Strategy 
Priority Areas

The focus for the Flinders 
Ranges and Outback is to 
increase overnight visitation 
via greater regional and 
cross regional collaboration 
around touring routes and 
events.

1. South Australia Annual Average Mar 2018 to Mar 2020, South Australian Tourist Commission
2. Flinders Ranges & Outback Regional Profiles, 3 year average December 2017 – December 2019
3. Flinders Ranges & Outback Regional Profiles, 3 year average December 2017 – December 2019

International Visitors

Age: 25-34 years (24%), 
55-64(20%), 15-34% 
(19%)
Travel party: 
Unaccompanied (solo)
Purpose: Holiday (87%)
Origin: UK (18%), 
Germany (13%), NZ 
(8%), USA (7%)
Top Activities: 
Food and wine (32%)
Nature (32%)
Cultural activities (28%)

Total visitor nights

3.5m nights total 
4 nights - avg. length of 
stay  

Origin

94% domestic 
(69% intrastate, 31% 
interstate)
6% international

Expenditure

$452m

$511m

$375m

$218m

$410m
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SA Target Markets

Domestic4

Intrastate - SATC’s intrastate marketing generally targets the Greater Adelaide audience (those living in metropolitan areas) to 
travel out into the state’s 11 regional areas. 

Interstate - SATC’s interstate marketing focuses on key capital city audiences, such as Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane, to 
first visit Adelaide and then disperse out further into key South Australian regions

Target Market Characteristics - high yield experience seekers, ages 25-54 years old, mobile-first users (preferred in/out 
comms platform), foodies, avid newsreaders, professional urban females with incomes with over $100,000 p.a.

Target Market Experience Themes

International 

High value Travellers are the primary market segment for all markets excluding France and Italy. Travellers are seasoned and 
looking for unique, quality experiences. 

Secondary markets include youth travellers visiting Australia on a Working Holiday Visa and young couples / professionals.
Age: 25-54 years is the target SA audience

Predominant SA markets (pre-COVID) included China and Asia, Europe and the UK, North America and New Zealand. 

60% of international travellers to SA are on a return visit.

Flinders Ranges Visitor Snapshot Cont.

Market Insights

• The Flinders Ranges and Outback region has been performing at a high-level in 
terms of visitor numbers, nights, expenditure and is top of the list for SA Regional 
destinations.

• The intrastate market is hugely important,accounting for 69% of domestic visitation.
• The international market is (or has been) a very small portion of the visitor economy 

to the Flinders Ranges and Outback. Domestic tourism will be the market to focus 
and build on for the region. As international markets recover and safe ‘travel 
bubbles’ are created, a renewed focus on the target markets should be considered, 
particularly capitalising on the desired experience themes all of which (except 
Aquatic and Coastal) the Flinders certainly offers. Further SA attracts a high level of 
return international visitors (60%), this is a further opportunity to reconnect with past 
SA travellers and encouraging them to explore the Flinders.

• Holiday purposes (including VFR) is the most popular reason for visiting the 
Flinders, with a high number (33%) undertaking business travel.

• With an average length of stay of 4 nights, new opportunities to increase this with 
new activities, encouraging repeat visitation and ‘rediscovery’ experiences.

• The domestic target market profiles women with higher incomes. Statistics have 
shown that women are the holiday planners and decision-makers within the 
partnerships or families. Marketing and content should be focused towards this 
market, with an importance placed on mobile accessible information (Social media 
posts, mobile websites, apps).

• The domestic market is seeking nature-based, child friendly experiences.
• The international market is seeking spectacular nature, wildlife, Aborginal culture 

and heritage experiences, that are authentic, immersive, educational and provide 
some challenges (soft adventure).

• As domestic travel restrictions lift, it will be interesting to review the next 
visitation report to be released in January 2021. With Australians unable to 
travel internationally, the increased desire for regional travel and nature based 
experiences and the upcoming Christmas holiday period, domestic visitation growth 
across the state is forecast. 

What opportunities do the Domestic Target Market Experience themes create for 
the Flinders?

• Natural therapy – connecting with luxury experiences in the outback (e.g. Arkaroola). 
Opportunity for new exclusive luxury experiences incorporating the Ikara-Flinders 
Ranges themes of Country, Culture and Conservation as natural therapies.

• Accessible provenance – opportunities to package experiences with nearby station 
offerings, paddock to plate style meals or cuisine with local bush tucker.

• Wildlife – the Dawn of Animal Life! Learn about where it all began. The story of Andu 
the Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby and other unique historical, evolved and current 
wildlife the Flinders has to offer.

• Loves a party – Leveraging from SA as the events and festival capital, opportunities 
to create events within the Flinders celebrating the themes of Country, Culture and 
Conservation with the ancient Dawn of Animal Life as the backdrop.

• A curious place – What is more curious than the world’s oldest evidence of animal 
life? Met with a fascinating geological timeline, an ancient living culture, historical 
use and discovery of country, living on the land today (conservation).

Natural Therapy

Slow down and immerse in 
nature without sacrificing 
comfort or style.

Natural & Wildlife

Wildlife Encounters

Pristine beaches, iconic 
outback and wild coast.Up 
close without the fences.

Food & wine

Curious Place

Rewards and demands 
curiosity in unexpected and 
unforgettable ways.

Accessible Provenance

Local and diverse food and 
drink from local makers.

Outback

Loves a party

Diverse range of events 
all year round.

Soft adventure Self-drive Aquatic & coastal

4. Leveraging SATC’s Domestic Marketing Activities
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Visitation to Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park

According to - Financial year visitation 2019-2020, Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park, Department of Environment and Water

The majority of visitors to Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park are clearly undertaking day visits into the Park and staying in the 
nearby accommodation venues.

Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park Visitor Snapshot

Total visitors

31,359

Total expenditure

$185,722

Overnight stays

15% stay in the Park 
overnight.
Average length of stay 2 
nights

Camp Fees
35%

Park Entry Fees
65%

REVENUE

41%
SA

1%
TAS2%

ACT
3%
WA

5%
UNKNOWN

6%
QLD

10%
OTHER

13%
NSW

19%
VIC

VISITOR ORIGIN

Source: TRC
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Values to be shared at UNESCO designated sites should motivate towards:
• building peace 
• protecting our planet 
• combating climate change 
• ending extreme poverty 
• protecting human rights and dignity 
• understanding and respect of one another 
• building bridges and stronger partnerships 
• sharing knowledge and opening our minds.18

Information shared needs to unite visitors globally, the site they are visiting is only one part of the broader global family.

Interpretation provides a unique opportunity, a conduit or a tool for addressing ‘a range of social, economic, political and 
management issues associated with sites.’19 Custodians and local community members can be more than just ‘subjects’ of 
the interpretation by being involved in the capturing and delivering of stories for visitors. 

Such opportunities open up employment and business possibilities such as working within visitor centres, offering guided 
services, educational lectures, cultural demonstrations, events and workshops. 

World Heritage 

World Heritage Demand and Obligations

With over 1,000 World Heritage sites around the globe, growing numbers of 
visitors have been reported by each. Growing awareness and advocacy of 
these sites has seen massive growth with some sites such as Stonehenge in 
England (1.56M visitors in 2018) attracting millions of visitors annually.5 

Within Australia there are currently twenty World Heritage sites - this 
includes four cultural sites,twelve natural sites, and four mixed sites. 
Examples of recent annual visitor numbers to these sites demonstrate 
demand and interest in natural and cultural values and heritage:

• Great Barrier Reef – 2.1M visitors (YE Dec 2019). The Reef has 
experienced a trend of over 2M visitors annually since 2015.6 

• Blue Mountains – 4.6M visitors (YE Dec 2019). From YE December 2014 
to YE December 2019, domestic visitors, nights and expenditure in the 
region recorded the following changes: up 57.1%, up 53.2% and up 
41.8%, respectively.7

• Tasmanian Convict Site (Port Arthur) – 357,411 (YE June 2019). Since 
2016, the Port Arthur Historic Site has welcomed over 300,000 visitors 
annually, reaching a peak of 368,862 YE June 2018.8

• Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park – 250,000 annual average.9 After World 
Heritage listing in 1984, international visitation grew from 147,300 to 
268,420 in 1999 (82% increase).10

• Kakadu National Park – 195,693 (YE Dec 2019). This is a slight decrease 
from 200,577 (-2.4%) for YE Dec 2018.11

• Cradle Mountain Tasmania (Tasmanian World Heritage Wilderness 
Area) – 284,000 (YE June 2019). Cradle Mountain visitation grew by 18% 
between 2016 and 2019.12

• Mungo National Park – boasting fossil remains of a series of lakes and 
sand formations from the Pleistocene period, archaeological evidence 
of human occupation dating between 45-60,000, well-preserved fossils 
of giant marsupials and pastoral heritage. In 2018, the Park attracted 
59,379.13 This is a 32% growth from when Mungo was first added to the 
Willandra Lakes World Heritage listing in 2002.14

• Naracoorte Caves – closer to home, the Naracoorte Caves attracts 
an average of 50,000 visitors per year. This incorporates school 
groups, tours and free and independent travellers. Interestingly, when 
Naracoorte was first inscribed in the World Heritage list in 1994, by 1998 
the site received 80% growth in annual visitor numbers (around 79,000 
visitors). In 2019 through a $1.9M commitment, the Caves experience 
was enhanced through the development of a 850 m roof top loop walk. 
A new nature playground was also opened in August 2019, catering 
for both visiting families and the local community. The development of 
the playground was an initiative by the Limestone Country Women’s 
Association in support with the Department of Environment and Water. 
The new walk and playground are anticipated to attract new and 
returning visitors to participate on this value add experience, however in 
light of 2020 travel restrictions this cannot be quantified at present.15

Communicating World Heritage Values

‘Increase public awareness, involvement and support for World Heritage 
through Communication.’16

One of the obligations of World Heritage listed sites is to communicate the 
Outstanding Universal Value of the site and convey the World Heritage 
Convention’s purpose and message of peace and sustainable development. 
Many people find it difficult to interpret and appreciate these values if 
appropriate and engaging methods of communication are not used. Visitor 
interpretation can play a vitally important role in setting the scene of a site’s 
World Heritage Values, in order to ‘strengthen the overall understanding, 
appreciation and respect for cultural and natural heritage.17

UNESCO values

UNESCO designation

Broader
 site context

Site values

5. https://www.statista.com/statistics/586843/stonehenge-visitor-numbers-united-kingdom-uk/
6. http://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/our-work/reef-strategies/visitor-contributions/numbers
7.  ttps://www.destinationnsw.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/blue-mountain-fact-sheet-ye-dec-19.pdf
8. Port Arthur Historic Site Management Authority Annual Report 2018-19
9. Tisdell, C., Wilson, C. (2001), World Heritage Listing of Australian Natural Sites: Tourism Stimulus and its Economic Value, Economic, Ecology 

and the Environment, Working Paper No. 60, September 2001, The Queensland University
10. Tisdell, C., Wilson, C. (2001), World Heritage Listing of Australian Natural Sites
11. Parks Australia, Kakadu National Park Visitor Numbers 2019
12. Tisdell, C., Wilson, C. (2001), World Heritage Listing of Australian Natural Sites
13. Australian National Periodic Report Section II - Report on the State of Conservation of the Willandra Lakes Region 2002 
14. Australian National Periodic Report Section II - Report on the State of Conservation of the Willandra Lakes Region 2002 
15. Tisdell, C., Wilson, C. (2001), World Heritage Listing of Australian Natural Sites
16. https://parks.tas.gov.au/Documents/Visitors%20to%20selected%20parks%20%26%20reserves%202018-2019.pdf
17. Obligations of Site Managers, Communicating World Heritage – A Guide for World Heritage Information Centres, UNESCO 2019
18. The Role of Visitor Centres in UNESCO designated sites, 2018 Source: https://en.unesco.org/news/role-visitor-centres-unesco-designated-sites-

educating-sustainable-development-through-0
19. Thorsten Ludwig: How can heritage interpretation support UNESCO’s learning concepts? 2019
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World Heritage cont. 

Recommended methods of communicating World Heritage Values

Don’t overwhelm with information

Messages provided should be to foster awareness of the values and inspire visitors to learn more by travelling to additional 
places within the site or undertaking certain activities and experiences (guided tours, walks etc).

Mixed methods

Using the same communication technique throughout (e.g. signs only) is not suitable for all audiences and also becomes 
boring. An attractive mix of different methods and tiered levels of interpretation that invite a range of sensory connectivity, 
arouses curiosity and keeps visitors motivated. Activities that encourage use of different senses (including interactivity 
through touch) enables memory recall to enhance the awareness of values and importance of certain messages.
Changing exhibitions and content: this can be done through a temporary exhibition space which can be used to display new 
and exciting displays. This fosters local community support of exhibits and re-visits to specifically see the new display. There 
also needs to be the ability to adapt and change / update displays over time, particularly if and when target markets change, 
and new research or other relevant site information comes to light.

Virtual and Augmented reality access 

This may include measures to support mobility (e.g. a virtual ‘birds eye’ view for someone with limited mobility, or to protect a 
sensitive site), enjoy virtual reconstructions (old heritage buildings, environmental changes over millennia, how life was back 
then, or dramatic seasonal changes) or motivate to visit a particular site or undertake an activity.20 

Going digital

It is tempting for sites and attractions to procure the latest shiny new technology, however there are some factors that need to 
be considered before new technology is installed.

• Maintenance and staff training of new technology. If the technology is a new site component (e.g. talking sign, 
touchscreen), need to ensure it is fit for purpose (environmental conditions), staff know how to use and maintain it, and 
the technology has regular services. In our present day and age, technology is changing at such a rapid rate, that 
providing digital solutions through users own personal smart devices may prove a more effective option.  

• Personal smart devices. Most visitors today will be carrying their own personal smart device. As such, the need for 
touchscreens, audio visual equipment, audio tours etc. is greatly reduced. Providing visitors with an app or QR code 
instead enables them to quickly and independently interact, while comfortably viewing information via their own devices. 
This information can also be recalled at a later stage of travel, or on return when sharing the experience with family and 
friends. Installing technology at sites can be expensive, particularly if technology breaks down and negatively impacts 
the visitor experience. If visitors can experience places themselves, this is more cost effective and still delivers a good 
experiential result.

• De-humanising the experience. Digital resources cannot hone into a visitor’s needs and state of mind in the way a well-
trained local expert can. For destinations in rural and remote Australia requiring visitors to drive long distances without 
connection, face-to-face visitor interpretation can provide a friendly welcome and peace of mind for visitors, knowing 
they can speak to a local to gain all the information they need. A digital resource should complement what an in-person 
experience can deliver, so it becomes part of the overall experience, not a replacement.21     

Source: Jumbl20. The Role of Visitor Centres in UNESCO designated sites, 2018 Source: https://en.unesco.org/news/role-visitor-centres-unesco-designated-sites-educating-sustainable-
development-through-0

21. A National Perspective on Visitor Servicing 2018
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Visitor Trends

Nature based visitor trends

• Nature-based tourism is leisure travel undertaken largely or solely 
for the purpose of enjoying natural attractions and engaging in 
a variety of nature-based activities – from visiting national parks, 
scuba diving and bushwalking to simply going to the beach.23 

• National parks are a large component of the ‘nature based’ offer. 
The term ‘national park’ is an internationally recognised and 
valuable brand. It is estimated that protected areas globally attract 
around 8 billion visitors annually and are worth $600B(US) to local 
economies. Having a national park in the region / destination is a 
great asset and can be an important influencing factor towards 
motivating a visitor’s decision to come to the area.24 

• For Australia, recent research undertaken on regional dispersal 
demonstrated the value of nature based experiences. Travelling 
with friends and family and the opportunity to experience nature-
based offerings were identified as the two key motivations for 
regional travel for both domestic and international markets.25 

Additional data on the number and value of nature based tourists in 
Australia during 2017 includes:
• International: 5.2 million international visitors (two-thirds of all the 

international visitors to Australia), engaged in some form of nature-
based tourism. They stayed 202 million nights and spent $20B on 
nature based experiences.

• Domestic: 20.1 million domestic overnight visitors who stayed 
104M nights and spent $18.9B on nature based experiences. 

• Domestic day trip: 23.6 million domestic day trip visitors.26 

COVID-19 Impacts and Opportunities

• Domestic visitors are avoiding big cities - 51% of are seeking coastal destinations, 34% regional destinations, only 15% 
are desiring a city holiday. There has been a movement by visitors to avoid places of mass population as a safer travel 
option. Those previously in city lockdowns are now desperate for regional, coastal and nature experiences.

• Internationally, our previous barriers of ‘distance’ (Australia and New Zealand are so far away,  Australia is too big to get 
around) and ‘time’ (time taken to travel and time to get from one destination to the next) are now our biggest drawcards. 
Australia is currently number one on the list of desired international travel destinations, our wide open spaces and remote 
attractions are highly prized.   We also need to be prepared for anticipated international travel bubbles as borders re-
open to COVID safe destinations.

• The number one motivation for domestic travel in Australia is to help the tourism and hospitality industry recover. There 
is also a great deal of trust, with 65% of Australians trusting the tourism and hospitality industry to keep them safe. Safety 
is presently the number one priority for domestic and international visitors with regards to travel, with visitors expecting 
destinations, businesses and attractions to maintain COVID-safe principles and practices.

• 70% of Australians have no plans to travel internationally for a while, meaning there is a potential $53.8B in visitor 
expenditure up for grabs that would usually be spent by Australians travelling overseas. 

These statistics demonstrate that our relationship with the outdoors is deepening, and our desire to travel more remotely and 
support regional communities is growing as we emerge from lockdown. This demand has the potential to place pressure on 
infrastructure such as walking and cycling trails, as well as popular national parks and reserves. Careful visitor management 
and education needs to be a high consideration with regards to visitor infrastructure, amenities, education and interpretation.

The most recent Tourism Research Australia Report was released in September 2020, capturing year on year data from 
June 2019 – June 2020. It is no surprise that in light of international and state / territory travel restrictions that visitation and 
expenditure is down across all regions of Australia. Bushfires during the first part of the year also detracted visitation to the 
State. Domestic market data only has been presented within this report.

For South Australia specifically:
Total expenditure is down -14%
Total visitation is down -7%
Total visitor nights are down -7%
Day trips however have risen by 1%.22 

Source: TRC

22. Tourism SA – Domestic Performance National Visitor Survey South Australia, June 2020
23. Nature based tourism in Australia Manifesto – Ecotourism Australia 2017
24. A Tourism Interpretive Master Plan for Ireland’s National Parks 2019
25. Understanding visitor regional dispersal in Australia | Austrade 2019
26. Nature based tourism in Australia Manifesto – Ecotourism Australia 2017 
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Visitor Growth

Anticipated World Heritage Visitor Growth

Based on world wide and Australian experience it is anticipated there will be growth in the number of visitors to Ikara-Flinders 
Ranges National Park and the other Flinders Ranges World Heritage Component Parts as a result of recognition as a WHA. 

• Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park saw an 82% increase in visitors over the 15 years post listing from 1984 to 1999.27 
• Kakadu National Park experienced an 82% increase over 8 years after Stage 3 World Heritage listing in 1991.28

• Mungo National Park saw visitors increase by 32% following addition of the Park to the Willandra Lakes World Heritage Area 
between 2018 and 2002.29

• Naracoorte Caves National Park received 80% growth over the first four years after 1994.30 
 
A number of factors in addition to World Heritage listing may also have contributed to the increase in visitors to these sites 
including increased marketing; greater interest in nature, heritage and ecotourism; and investment by agencies in infrastructure 
and services.
 
Uplift in visitors to the Flinders Ranges and, in particular, Ikara – Flinders Ranges National Park will be influenced by marketing 
and the level of investment both within the park and within the region such as the proposed development of a Parachilna 
Airport and improvements to nearby attractions. The development of Nilpena Ediacara National Park and improved Geological 
Elements experiences in the Arkaroola Protection Area will contribute to the overall national and international interest in the 
Flinders Ranges. 
 
If visitor numbers increase at the same rate as Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park and Kakadu National Park (82% over 10 years), 
visitors to Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park could be expected to increase from 31,359 to 57,073. If the increase was at the 
Mungo National Park rate of 32%, visitors to the park would increase to 41,394. 
In comparison the introduction of World Heritage to the Flinders Ranges combined with a coordinated marketing and 
infrastructure development program could see an increase in visitors to Ikara- Flinders Ranges National Park of up to 60% over 
10 years. This increase would appear reasonable and would bring an anticipated rise in Park visitors from 31,359 to 50,000 per 
year after 10 years with a likely spike in interest in the early years of World Heritage. This would complement the bounce in visits 
to Parks and outdoor places we are currently seeing following removal of Covid19 restrictions.
 
This potential rate of increase has been considered in this concept planning with the site design taking into account moderate 
growth as well as the constraints of developing visitor infrastructure within the Gorge setting. 

Source: TRC
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27. Tisdell, C., Wilson, C. (2001), World Heritage Listing of Australian Natural Sites: Tourism Stimulus and its Economic Value, Economic, Ecology 
and the Environment, Working Paper No. 60, September 2001, The Queensland University

28. Tisdell, C., Wilson, C. (2001), World Heritage Listing of Australian Natural Sites
29. Australian National Periodic Report Section II - Report on the State of Conservation of the Willandra Lakes Region 2002 
30. Tisdell, C., Wilson, C. (2001), World Heritage Listing of Australian Natural Sites



Case Studies

Schools and Education

Messaging delivered across 
UNESCO sites often aligns 
with educational curricula. 
It is important to foster 
awareness in upcoming 
generations to continue the 
support and sustainability 
of the world’s special 
places into the future. 
World Heritage sites should 
consider developing tailored 
interactive educational 
programs to inspire future 
generations. 

Mudeungsan UNESCO 
Global Geopark in South 
Korea offers a ‘Geoschool’ 
with programs offered 
from a few hours through 
to multi-day for students of 
all ages. Lessons include 
exploring and understanding 
geological formations, life 
(biotic - flora / fauna) and 
how it impacted geological 
structures. 

Workshop

 
The Styrian Eisenwurzen 
UNESCO Global Geopark in 
Austria offers a GeoWerkstatt 
(“workshop”). Supported by 
professionals, visitors can 
collect and uncover fossils. 
In addition to this, you get 
to observe the remains of 
tiny creatures that lived in 
the sea millions of years ago 
under the microscope. This 
concept and the acquired 
knowledge help you cut, 
grind and polish ordinary 
river rocks. At the end of the 
process, you will hold your 
very own personal souvenir 
in your hands.

Experience Centre

The Geopark Karavanke 
Information Centre “World 
of geology” in Slovenia 
is a fully immersive and 
interactive experience. The 
Centre includes a Geoclock 
which shows the entire 
creation and evolution 
of the Earth through 
animation, it also shows 
the lithological diversity of 
the Karavanke mountain 
range. This is not only 
interesting for geologists 
but also for tourists and 
locals alike because it 
shows astonishing natural 
phenomena. The entire 
Geopark Information 
Centre is particularly 
suitable for school groups 
and groups of children. 
These can experience a 
special children’s tour, 
as well as use different 
playful applications for a 
better understanding of the 
Geopark Karavanke and its 
treasures.

Events and Festivals

The United Kingdom 
hosts an annual Festival 
of Geology, where events 
occur across the UK from 
lectures, guided walks, 
field trips, workshops and 
geologically themed stalls. 
Bryce Canyon National Park, 
Utah USA - Annual Geology 
festival offering guided hikes 
with park rangers, family-
friendly geology programs, 
bus tours with a geologist, 
evening programs with 
special guest speakers, as 
well as exhibits and family 
oriented activities at the 
visitor centre.
Scottish Geology Festival 
– known as the ‘home of 
geology’, participants can 
join geological focused 
events right across Scotland. 
This includes multi-day 
geologically themed tours 
with experts, walks, rocks as 
tools, lectures and even a 
‘Geo-Poetry’ competition.

Geotours

GeoWorld Travel offers 
geology trips, tours and 
holidays to the world’s 
most interesting geosites. 
Most geotours are led by 
GeoWorld Travel’s founder, 
James Cresswell, as small 
group road trips for between 
4 and 12 participants. Tours 
are not currently operated in 
Australia.

Digital

World Heritage Listed as 
a home of ancient Ice Age 
artwork, Altimira Cave Visitor 
Centre (Spain) provides a 
range of digital and hands 
on interpretive experiences. 
Visitors are encouraged 
to download the free 3D 
Gigapixel virtual app onto 
their smart devices, which 
enables users to visualize 
the geological features and 
artefacts on display in 3D 
without having to touch 
them. The app enables the 
user to zoom into the artefact 
and rotate it, while also 
reading specific information 
about the artefact. 
The accessible app of the 
Altamira Museum is also 
available free of charge, 
and provides user audio 
descriptions in Spanish, 
English and French. The 
application facilitates the 
guided tour of the Museum 
including options for people 
with auditory or visual 
functional diversity.31

Interactive trail 
experiences

The Community of Barberton 
in South Africa have 
recognised the tourism draw 
of its outstanding geological 
resource. Known as the 
Genesis Trail, the community 
has invested in pull-out 
roadside stations through 
the World Heritage area, 
where they have installed 
information panoramas, 
samples of the rocks they 
can see holding the textures 
that tell the important stories.

31.  http://www.culturaydeporte.gob.es/mnaltamira/home.html
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Experience Opportunities Summary

Experience Opportunities Summary

There are several opportunities for Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park and the broader Flinders Ranges and Outback 
region that can stem from the Brachina Gorge Trail. The case studies presented demonstrate some unique complementary 
experiences and activities that can be developed or refined, such as:

Guiding – this can incorporate the principles of an ABC (Abiotic, Biotic, Cultural) approach providing opportunities for 
Adnyamathanha, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal commercial tour operators to start or enhance an existing business. 
Establishing partnerships with Geotourism specialists such as Geoworld can also support local businesses and potentially 
provide local co-guide employment opportunities. 

Experience Centre (Country, Culture, Conservation) – UNESCO support the development of Visitor / Culture or Experience 
Centres to introduce the World Heritage messages, site values and themes (Country, Culture, Conservation). Centres can act 
as a welcoming educational gateway for visitors, be a source of employment, training and business development for local 
people, be a ‘keeping place’ of significant artefacts and fossils, incorporate a leading research centre, offer lectures and 
special presentations, interactive visitor interpretation, visitor amenities, retail and dining.

Events – Across Europe annual geology events are hosted, encouraging ‘citizen science’ and boosting awareness and 
advocacy of geological significance. Events can also provide an opportunity for leading experts to converge and share 
learnings, which assists in future visitor interpretation and messaging. 

Study camps – being located 500 km from Adelaide, the Flinders is an ideal location to host school camps. Several 
educational commercial tour operators already offer school camps in the Flinders, as too does the Wilpena Pound Resort. 
New experiences can be developed that capitalise on the Brachina Gorge Trail.

Digital – with most people holding personal smart devices nowadays, providing easy to use, GPS triggered apps can further 
enhance both the Brachina and Flinders Ranges experience. Apps can provide specific site information, presentations from 
local experts, provide Augmented Reality presentations of how the formation came to be over time. 

Voluntourism and ‘Friends of’ organisations – opportunities for visitors to join in as volunteers to support protection and 
conservation efforts of Brachina and Flinders Ranges. Partnerships with the SA Division of the Geological Society of Australia 
can also facilitate volunteer, fundraising, training and capacity building opportunities.  

Connecting experiences – dining out and pubs are popular activities for the Flinders and Outback target markets. How can 
the Brachina Gorge Trail experience be linked in with Parachilna, Blinman or Wilpena Pound Resort? Themed menus focusing 
on the themes of culture, country and conservation? A ‘hot rocks’ dish? Geological displays and visitor interpretation at these 
commercial hubs? 

Increase in family holidays – with holidays now occurring at home or domestically, families will be seeking child friendly 
attractions and destinations. This could include geologically themed nature playground, interactive and immersive activities 
suitable for all the family. 

Business and Corporate - With an existing high number of business travellers in the Flinders, there could be a possible 
opportunity to further cater for this market, offering value-add business and corporate travel incentives (e.g. educational 
presentations, half-day Brachina Gorge tours, outdoor meetings among ancient walls).

The protection and conservation story – how are the natural, cultural and geological values and assets being managed? 
This is part of the story to share with visitors to ensure awareness, advocacy and ongoing protection, preservation and 
presentation for future generations. 

Involving the tourism industry

World Heritage properties and site managers may not necessarily 
have the inhouse understanding, experience and skills specific 
for the tourism industry. When planning tourism experiences in 
World Heritage sites, it is therefore imperative to connect with 
the tourism industry. This collaboration and understanding from 
all perspectives (Traditional Owners, site managers and tourism 
industry), facilitates mutual understanding of developing suitable 
and appropriate tourism opportunities that also support protection 
efforts. Knowledge and understanding of tourism trends and 
market segments is also vital for justifying future site project 
proposals, and tailoring site promotion and visitor interpretation.32 

Beyond just creating a Brachina experience, success will be 
realised through partnerships, advocacy, adequate resourcing, 
careful visitor management and planning, complementary product 
and experience development and the marketing strategy and 
promotion. 

Source: TRC

32.  Managing Tourism at World Heritage Sites, UNESCO 2002
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Tourism Context

16.

Facilities

Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park is an iconic and popular destination for camping, walking, cycling, rock climbing, and vehicle 
touring. Drawing visitors from all over world, the park continues to provide opportunities for the surrounding community to develop their 
own nature-based tourism products, bringing investment into the region and playing a vital role in the local economy. 

The park’s visitor information centre provides information about the park and the region. The cultural and heritage precinct around 
the Wilpena Homestead also includes Ikara - The Meeting Place, an interpretive display that shares an important story of the 
Adnyamathanha people.

The Wilpena Pound Resort offers hotel style rooms, camping areas, a restaurant, bar, general store, aircraft tours, four-wheel drive 
tours, retail and take away food. The Adnyamathanha Traditional Lands Association (ATLA) have a stake in this business, which is 
managed under lease.

Scenic mountain views, kangaroos browsing on grasslands, cries of cockatoos and shaded woodland sites are some of the features on 
offer at the 10 campgrounds in Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park.  Several campgrounds provide a base from which you can explore 
the park and take in the landscape. Many sites cater for vehicle-based camping, while others can only be accessed by foot.
Feasibility studies have confirmed that a multi-day walk that traverses diverse landforms and passes key natural and cultural features 
within the park, focused on the Heysen Trail and utilising hikers huts would become a significant drawcard and would increase the 
profile of the park and the Heysen Trail. There is potential to incorporate aspects of Adnyamathanha culture in elements of trail design 
and hiker accommodation. 

A number of popular self-guided day walks offer an alternative to the longer trails. The more remote of these short walks provide 
opportunities for birdwatching, photography and a quiet appreciation of the surroundings.

The Mawson Trail is a well-recognised South Australian cycling trail that passes through the Flinders Ranges and the park. The Flinders 
Ranges by Bike Trail offers a journey across the landscape linked to the Mawson Trail, pastoral stays, and connections with local 
people. Cycling in the park is popular and utilised by school groups, tour groups, individuals and through planned cycling events.
The park shares its boundaries with several working pastoral properties. The majority of these supplement incomes through 
accommodation, camping, cycling and four wheel drive tours.33 

The development of the visitor experiences centred around the Brachina Gorge Geological Elements will complement the tourism 
enterprises within the park and on the neighbouring properties.

The importance of the Flinders Ranges as a future destination for visitors is reflected in the investigation  for a commercial public airport 
facility at Parachilna.  If this initiative proceeds it will provide significant opportunity to link visitor and tour groups to I-FRNP, Nilpena, 
and future World Heritage.  

Source: TRCSource: TRC

33.  Ikara – Flinders Ranges National Park Management Plan 2017 
 



Tourism Context

17.

learning 
opportunities

challengespoints of difference

authenticity interaction

Visitor Economy

Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park is situated within the South Australian Tourism Commission (SATC) Flinders Ranges and Outback 
Region. The Region is already a popular choice for domestic visitors, being the second most visited region outside of the Adelaide 
metropolitan region. The Flinders Ranges World Heritage bid is one the key Flinders Ranges and Outback Regional Tourism priorities.

• Through the consultation with industry and various stakeholders, the Flinders Ranges World Heritage bid and the product/
experiences in the Flinders Ranges are key to growing the visitor economy for the region. Also, the need to be authentic and 
preserve that natural landscape of the area is very much part of the brand of what makes the Flinders Ranges a unique part of 
Australia.

• The geological and palaeontological aspects of the history of the Earth and the evolution of animal life on Earth, focussed in the 
Flinders Ranges and Arkaroola are considered outstanding at a global scale. South Australia will need to be ready to provide 
facilities, service and experiences to match the expectations and range of new visitors.

• The Flinders Ranges and Outback region has been performing at a high-level in terms of visitor numbers, nights, expenditure and in 
achieving targets earlier than expected.

• The international market has been a very small portion of the visitor economy to the Flinders Ranges and Outback and domestic 
tourism is likely to be the immediate market post COVID-19.

• The age of domestic visitors travelling to South Australia’s Flinders Ranges and Outback region is relatively evenly spread and 
perhaps younger than assumed.

• The trend for visitors to seek out immersive and authentic experiences will continue.
• The continued strength of the caravan and camping market in Australia and benefits this brings to regional areas.
• Visitors that are caravanning and camping most regularly are transitioning towards a younger lifecycle/age group.
• During the July 2020 school holidays, the Ikara – Flinders Ranges National Park were extremely popular witnessing unprecedented 

numbers of visitors with campgrounds full, unusual for the coldest part of the year.

Activites/Experiences

The Flinders Ranges National Landscape Experience Development Strategy identified international ‘experience seekers’ as the target 
market for the region. The strategy stated that whilst this market differed in age, country of origin and spending power, they were united 
by values, attitudes and motivations. 

As per Flinders Ranges National Landscape Experience 
Development Strategy, international ‘experience seekers’ were 
typically looking for:

Camping & luxury 
glamping

Bush
Walking & Mountain

Biking Scenic 
Flights

Pastoral 
heritage

Wildlife 
Observation

Geology4WD Tours Education & Reserarch

Guided Adnyamathanha 
Cultural Tours

Rock 
climbing

Non Aboriginal 
Guided Tours



Visitor Experience

Approach

The challenge is to introduce new visitors to the geological and 
palaeontological aspects within this rugged arid mountain environment 
with a degree of comfort. It is about providing access that suits their 
individual needs and abilities whilst protecting the landscapes and 
environmental values they have come to see, whilst ensuring future 
maintenance and management is sustainable.

The planning team has sought to provide a range of access and 
experiences across the range of sites through independent two-
wheel drive and walking and four-wheel drive access. The access will 
encourage a range of independent and guided visitors.

Access to the Element Sites

The concept planning recognises existing two-wheel drive access 
(not for low clearance vehicles, road conditions may deteriotate) via 
Brachina Gorge Road for sites  3.13, 3.12, 3.11, 3.10 and 3.9 (the site 
for 3.9 is off Bunyeroo Road), and that access to sites 3.7, 3.6, 3.5, 3.4 
and 3.3 is via two wheel drive tracks and walking trails off Brachina 
Gorge Road. 

The Brachina Gorge Element Sites have been supplemented by 
the development of the concept plan for the Andu (Yellow-footed 
Rock-wallaby) viewing site at the scree slope. This plan will provide 
improved viewing experiences, reduce the disturbance to the Rock-
wallaby and minimise conflict between pedestrians and vehicles. 

The remote 3.1 and 3.2 sites east of the Flinders Ranges Way are 
accessible by four-wheel drive vehicle and walking.

Sites 3.1, 3.2 and 3.9 will have limited interpretive infrastructure 
provided due to their remote location. For these sites a roadside 
interpretation post will be installed as proximal to the element as is 
reasonable.

Walking Access

Walking to 3.7, 3.6, 3.5, 3.4 and 3.3 will be by a marked Grade 3 
walking trail. Whilst 3.1 and 3.2 will require some experience in 
navigation and bush walking with minor trail head sign and simple 
waymarking Grade 5 walking access. These sites will be identified by 
Element interpretive post.

18.
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Design Intent

Focus on visitor experience by providing: 

1. Landscape Sensibility

The concept design intent is to provide a landscape orientated, spatial experience that supports the 
existing strengths and infrastructure of Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park - Brachina Gorge. The 
upgrades and interventions throughout the geological trail are to be respectful and understated, 
functional and of place. The geological interpretation elements provided are to heighten the visitors 
experience, educate and foster respect for this special place without detracting from its unique 
landscape value.

2. Promote holistic education through a geological context, including contemporary 
interpretation

Whilst providing key information on the Proposed World Heritage Geology Elements (Serial Property 
Sites) and the core narrative of ‘The Dawn of Animal Life’, it is intended that the interpretive elements 
provide a richthematic context for the visitor. This interpretive information will be based around the 
three themes of Geology, Heritage (both Adnyamathanha and Settler Pioneering Heritage) and 
Ecology.

Provision of digital interpretation
Signage interpretation is to be supported by access to digital information in the form of QR codes or 
similar. This will include the use of internet relay infrastructure at gateway shelters for geology app 
download at each geological element site. The app has the opportunity to provide visual, timeline 
and geological process material for youth, novices up to geological educators, professionals and 
students.

3. The retention and upgrading of existing infrastructure

Wherever possible, existing infrastructure is to be retained, upgraded or beautified. Existing facilities 
are to have access areas levelled and modified to increase universal accessibility, where possible. 
This will be relevant for all geological trailheads and viewing areas, aside from Western and Eastern 
Gateways - where existing pine shelters will be replaced.

4. The provision of creative / cultural elements

The geological trail is to include creative playful elements including the opportunity to showcase 
local art at key sites. Interpretation elements are to be constructed from local material - Whayalla 
steel, sustainably sourced Cypress Pine (Callitris columellaris) and local gravels and stone. It is 
our understanding that these materials can be sourced locally without detrimental effect on the 
environment, however if this comes into question the material choice should be reconsidered, with 
priority being hard wearing materials that are as local and sustainably sourced, as possible.

5. Rationalisation of pedestrian, camping and vehicle accessd treatments.

The concept design supports a vehicle orientated experience while aiming to rationalise vehicle 
access within the gorge. This will include formalising parking and pullover areas, including limiting 
tracks and broad access to camping sites. Areas of pedestrian conflict are to be lessened through 
the design of shared use zones.

Design Intent

19.

Ecology Post
Rock Seating

Undulating rock spine

Movement through 
installation

Geology Post

Heritage Post

Ecology Post
Rock Seating

Undulating rock spine

Movement through 
installation

Geology Post

Heritage Post

Yindyamurra Sculpture Walk, 
Albury NSW

Existing Structure and Signage 
Source: TRC

Example Thematic Interpretation (To be implemented at 3.8 Brachina Formation)
 Source: TRC
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Waymarking will be provided by unobtrusive but well seen labels that will conform to the Australian 
Standards for safe and comfortable waymarking. All elements are to be located in sensitive locations so 
as to supplement outback landscape experience with minimal intervention/detraction.All interpretative 
information to be displayed in NPWSSA Visual Identity 2020 style. Tamper proof stainless steel fixings to 
all signage,use 3mm washer as spacer to offset from corroded steel post.

Signage

Roadside & Gateway Interpretation Post
Used as roadside signage for interpretation sites and 
gateway elements:

• 3000x250x250x6 mild steel post (untreated, raw finish)
• 1000x400x400 post footing (post cast in to engineer’s 

detail)
• 2600x200x3mm mild steel plate (1mm deep white inlay 

theme title) colour coded to site, 100mm returncolour 
coded to site

• 1800x200x5mm aluminium plate (interpretation) – deep 
green with white text, 100mm folded return

Interpretation Post
Used at trailheads, Geological Sites and  - geology, heritage and 
ecology themed totems offset from stone spine:

• 2000x250x250x6 mild steel post (untreated, raw finish)
• 800x600x600 post footing (cast in) (post cast in to engineer’s 

detail)
• 1500x200x5mm mild steel plate (1mm deep white inlay 

theme title) colour coded to site, 100mm return
• 1000x200x5mm aluminium plate (interpretation) – deep 

green with white text, 100mm folded return

Wayfinding Post
Used where there is no appropriate fixing point for trail markers, 
or where wayfinding & minor interpretation information is required:

• 1000x125x125x4 mild steel post (untreated, raw finish)
• 400x250x250 post footing (post cast in to engineer’s detail)
• 300x100x5mm aluminium plate (interpretation) – deep green  

with white text, base tab colour coded to site 
• Trail markers fixed to post 

Trail Markers
Aluminium trail markers as wayfinding element, located in visible 
locations along track. These disc style trail markers will be used 
as a first option for wayfinging wherever possible, particularly 
in sensitive areas. They are preferred as they are a low impact 
approach to wayfinding, keep any ground/surface disturbance 
to a minimum. Where there is no clear, visible fixing point for the 
discs, a small wayfinding post may be implemented.

• 100mm diameter, 5mm thick aluminium discs
• Thermally removable epoxy adhesive fix to rock/tree 

substrate
• Provide directional wayfinding arrows as req’d, provided trail 

distance marker at 500m intervals along trail
• Colour coded to site according to ‘Dawn of Animal Life’ 

colour coding (refer pg.20)1
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information printed on 
on 5mm aluminium 
backing 

Overall Area Mapping

Location and  
introductory trail 
mapping

Signage background:
NPWSSA Dark Green
Pantone+ 3308 C
C91 M47 Y73 K50
R0 G68 B53

Brachina ‘Dawn of 
Animal Life’ timeline

QR Code to link to app

40mm fold to 5mm 
aluminium tab 

Site Specific 
Motif/Graphic 

Overall Component 
Part & Flinders Range 
World Heritage Title to 
folded tab

Signage background:
Colour to match site 
colour according to 
‘Dawn of Animal Life’ 
narrative. Where signage 
is broader interpretation 
without association to a 
particular element, use 
Component Part 
designated colour.

Parks Logo / Relevant 
Managing Body

UNESCO Logo

Site Specific 
Motif/Graphic 

Signage Style Guide
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Trail Markers
Signage Style Example

All base fonts as per NPWSSA Visual Identity 
Summary 2020.

Base colour colour coded to site according to 
‘Dawn of Animal Life’ narrative coding 

200 m /
600 m

Interpretive Post
FRONT

3mm aluminium sign with fold
Serial Property Site number & title

Base colour coded to site according to ‘Dawn 
of Animal Life’ narrative coding

Interpretive Post
REAR

Interpretive information
Trail information

Overall Timeline and Location
Mapping
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Trio Gateway Posts

Three large mild steel gateway posts (3000x250x250) with 
coloured signage are to be located at locations designated 
‘Gateways’ in the report. Designed to be visible from as drivers 
approach, these are to introduce the World Heritage Area, 
Component Part/Location and the Experience.

This style of gateway, and the information represented will be 
consistent across each of the Component Parts in the Flinders 
Ranges World Heritage designation as their visitor experience is 
developed. This iconic gateway element conveys clear, consistent 
messaging to the visitor that each Component Part and Serial 
Property Element contributes to the overall Flinders Ranges World 
Heritage narrative - ‘The Dawn of Animal Life.’

The indicative signs shown here are samples only. Presentation 
and nomenclature surrounding these signs and headings are to be 
decided by managing bodies and developed at the next level of 
detail.

Indicative linework graphics are demonstrative of possible 
approaches to attractively representing further supporting 
information. These might include representing fossils, animals, 
component part boundaries and the landscape in clear icons.

Gateway Interpretive Posts
Montage: TRC
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Shelter
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WATER TANK

CORRUGATED GALV SCREEN

CORRUGATED GALV CLADDING

TIMBER CLADDING TO INTERNAL FACES
STEEL STUD FRAMING

STEEL GRATE FLOOR

STEEL GRATE FLOOR

MILD STEEL STRUCTURE

MILD STEEL STRUCTURE

TIMBER CLAD SEAT

UNIVERSAL ACCESS
UNISEX TOILET

TR
O

U
G

H

New Shelters

• Provide new shelter at Western and Eastern Gateways to replace 
existing pine shelters.

• 6x4m, mild steel structure w/ galvanised roof sheeting, concrete post 
footings and mild steel grate floating floor. 

• Grate floor flush w/ ground level on at least one side for universal access
• 3m timber clad seat fixed to floor.
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Draft Brachina Narrative

Brachina Narrative 1
Pre animal life

The formation of the Adelaide Rift 
Complex

Brachina Narrative 2
Ice - and the first animal 
life

Increased oxygen in the 
atmosphere, microbial structures 
and a second global glaciation

3.9 Acraman Meteorite impact

3.10 Wonoka Formation

3.11 Brachina-Rawnsley Quartzite

3.12 Brachina Gorge - Cambrian Burrowing animals

3.13 Archaeocyath Reef

3.A, 3.B, 3.C - Gateway Entry Points

3.D - Trezona Campsite

3.E - Andu (Yellow-footed rock wallaby) Scree Slope

830 MA

650 MA

635 MA

580 MA

560 MA

540 MA

640 MA

Modern

3.1 Oraparinna Diapir

3.7 Cap Carbonate, Enorama Creek

3.8 Brachina Formation

3.2 Ironstone Formation (older than 620MA)

3.3 Mawson Limestone

3.4 Stromatolite Bioherm

3.5 Elatina glaciation

3.6 GSSP

TO
N

IA
N

C
RY
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G

EN
IA

N
ED

IA
C

AR
EN

C
AM

BR
IA

N

Brachina Narrative 3
Melting and the radiation 
of muiti celled life

Carbon dioxide and warming of 
the earth, microfossils and 
megascopic fossils, meteorite 
impact and Ediacara biota, the 
radiation of life (segmented, 
heads and symmetry) 

Brachina Gorge
Key Locations

Brachina Narrative 4
Cambrian explosion

One of the best early evolutionary 
records in the world

Brachina Dawn of Animal Life

These narratives provide a structure through which to describe the 
‘Dawn of Animal Life’ narrative and suggest that destinations and trails 
are visited in order of the World Heritage Narrative. Clear interpretation 
and symbolic and colour coding, will provide a strong foundation 
through which to communicate the sequence and interrelationships of 
sites that make up the ‘Dawn of Animal Life’ narrative.  

By colour coding sites across the Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
project according to their location in time and the ‘Dawn of Animal Life’ 
narrative, visitors can place themselves in the wider geological narrative, 
with consistent messaging across a range of Component Parts.

These narratives require strong direction by a knowledgeable scientist 
in the design development stage, to finalise the sequence of elements 
and ensure clear, consistent and correct information is provided for 
interpretation.

Note: As timeline colours are integrated into signage and wayfinding, it is 
important that colour palette is not so vivid so as to be unattractive and 
garish in a landscape setting. As such, the colours used in the Concept 
Plan are soft, pale hues. As interpretation is developed, this should be 
continued.

24.

Source: TRC



Ikara- Flinders Ranges 
National Park

Brachina Gorge Lookout 
and Western Trailhead Middlesight Water Hut

Brachina East 
Campground

To Outback Way 
(12km)
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Heysen Trail
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Western 
Gateway

Trezona 
Campsite

Andu 
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Heysen  Trail

Vulkathunha-Gammon
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1.6

Combined Walks
Acacia Ridge Carpark to Wooltana Volcanics 
(12.3km)

Springs Loop Trail
(1.2km)
Extended Loop 
(2.0km)

Tillite Gorge End to 
Wooltana Volcanics Option
(5.3km)

Tillite Gorge to 
Bararranna Trail Link
(3.5km)

Stubbs Waterhole

Bararranna Hill 
(453m)

Bararranna 
Waterhole

Undoo Oopinna 
Waterhole

Arkaroola Springs

Echo Camp Waterhole/ 
Ngawarlanha

Gate

Lady Buxton Mine 
historic site

Mara Murumuru 
Waterhole

Bararranna Trail 
(Circuit - 7.0km)

Acacia Ridge Track
(2.6km)

Oppaminda Nudlamutana Walk
(One way - 15.2km)

Mawson Spriggina Track
(Circuit - 8.0km)

Welcome Mine
Welcome Pound2WD track ends

Frome Lookout

Oppaminda Creek

Arkaroola Reef
Connecting Trail
(1.7km)

Griselda 
Hill

Mt Warren- Hastings

Elva Dam

Caravan 
Park

Arkaroola 
Village

Arkaroola 
Homestead

The Pinnacles

Mt Oliphant

Arkaroola Waterhole
(0.65km)

Coulthard Lookout

Sphene Dyke

Mount Painter/
Ngumbambadanha

The Armchair

Mount MacDonnell

Geological Core 
Library

Waterfall

Sillers Lookout
(Ridgetop Tour Lookout)

Wooltana Volcanics to 
Arkaroola Spring
(1.5km)

Tillite Gorge Trailhead 
to Tapley Hill Formation 
(1.5km)

Tillite Gorge Walk 
(3.0km)

See Arkaroola Village Area Map

See Reef to Wooltana Area Map

See Arkaroola Waterhole Area Map

See Mount Gee Area Map

See Paralana Springs Area Map

Acacia Ridge Trac k
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9

Tourist Hub

1.4

7
Mount Gee

Reef to Tapley Hill  
Walk (2.5km)

Proposed World Heritage Geology Elements

Key

1.1  Mount Neill Granite ‘Hot Rocks’  
 at Arkaroola Waterhole
1.2  Unconformity at Arkaroola  
 Waterhole
1.3  Wooltana Voltanics
1.4  Tillite Gorge
1.5  Basal Cap
1.6  Tapley Hill Formation
1.7  Arkaroola Reef
1.8  Mount Gee
1.9  Paralana Hot Springs

‘Dawn of Life on Earth’’

1.9
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4

3
2

1

6

8

Proposed World Heritage Geology 
Element/ Key Site (colour as per 
element)

Sealed road

2WD Track (high clearance required)

Minor track (2WD/4WD, condition 
variable, high clearance required)

Walking trail

Major Creek

Watercourse

Ikara - Flinders Ranges National Park 
Boundary

3.4

Proposed World Heritage Geology Trailheads

1.  Arkaroola Village
2. Arkaroola Homestead 
3.  Arkaroola Reef
4.  Tillite Gorge
5.  Wooltana Springs
6.  Arkaroola Waterhole
7. Mount Gee
8.  Sillers Lookout
9. Paralana Hot Springs 

0 1 2 3 4 5km

To Hawker (281km)
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d

Note: All trails to be Class 3, and distances noted 
refer to one way, unless otherwise stated.
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Combined Walks
Acacia Ridge Carpark to Wooltana Volcanics 
(12.3km)

Springs Loop Trail
(1.2km)
Extended Loop 
(2.0km)

Tillite Gorge End to 
Wooltana Volcanics Option
(5.3km)

Tillite Gorge to 
Bararranna Trail Link
(3.5km)

Stubbs Waterhole

Bararranna Hill 
(453m)

Bararranna 
Waterhole

Undoo Oopinna 
Waterhole

Arkaroola Springs

Echo Camp Waterhole/ 
Ngawarlanha

Gate

Lady Buxton Mine 
historic site

Mara Murumuru 
Waterhole

Bararranna Trail 
(Circuit - 7.0km)

Acacia Ridge Track
(2.6km)

Oppaminda Nudlamutana Walk
(One way - 15.2km)

Mawson Spriggina Track
(Circuit - 8.0km)

Welcome Mine
Welcome Pound2WD track ends

Frome Lookout

Oppaminda Creek

Arkaroola Reef
Connecting Trail
(1.7km)

Griselda 
Hill

Mt Warren- Hastings

Elva Dam

Caravan 
Park

Arkaroola 
Village

Arkaroola 
Homestead

The Pinnacles

Mt Oliphant

Arkaroola Waterhole
(0.65km)

Coulthard Lookout

Sphene Dyke

Mount Painter/
Ngumbambadanha

The Armchair

Mount MacDonnell

Geological Core 
Library

Waterfall

Sillers Lookout
(Ridgetop Tour Lookout)

Wooltana Volcanics to 
Arkaroola Spring
(1.5km)

Tillite Gorge Trailhead 
to Tapley Hill Formation 
(1.5km)

Tillite Gorge Walk 
(3.0km)

See Arkaroola Village Area Map

See Reef to Wooltana Area Map

See Arkaroola Waterhole Area Map

See Mount Gee Area Map

See Paralana Springs Area Map

Acacia Ridge Trac k
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9

Tourist Hub

1.4

7
Mount Gee

Reef to Tapley Hill  
Walk (2.5km)

Proposed World Heritage Geology Elements

Key

1.1  Mount Neill Granite ‘Hot Rocks’  
 at Arkaroola Waterhole
1.2  Unconformity at Arkaroola  
 Waterhole
1.3  Wooltana Voltanics
1.4  Tillite Gorge
1.5  Basal Cap
1.6  Tapley Hill Formation
1.7  Arkaroola Reef
1.8  Mount Gee
1.9  Paralana Hot Springs

‘Dawn of Life on Earth’’
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Proposed World Heritage Geology 
Trailhead
(colour as per element)

Proposed World Heritage Geology 
Element

Proposed Amenties (toilet)

Proposed Water Point 

Proposed Shelter

Proposed Trailhead & Interpretation

Proposed Universal Access Trailhead

2WD Track

4WD Track 
(High clearance & 
experienced only)

Management Vehicle Track 
(Guided tours only)

Minor Vehicle Track (4WD, condition 
variable)

Walking Trail Support Group
Existing Walking Trail 

Proposed Walking Trail 
(colour as per element)

Major Creek

Watercourse

Arkaroola Protected Area

Vulkathunha - Gammon 
Ranges National Park

1.4

Proposed World Heritage Geology Trailheads

1.  Arkaroola Village
2. Arkaroola Homestead 
3.  Arkaroola Reef
4.  Tillite Gorge
5.  Wooltana Springs
6.  Arkaroola Waterhole
7. Mount Gee
8.  Sillers Lookout
9. Paralana Hot Springs 

5

0 1 2 3 4 5km

To Hawker (281km)

Ar
ka

ro
ola

 R
d

Note: All trails to be Class 3, and distances noted 
refer to one way, unless otherwise stated.

Proposed World Heritage Experience

Note: All trails to be Class 3, and distances noted 
refer to one way, unless otherwise stated.
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SHAREDZONE

40
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40

Brachina Gorge
Flinders Ranges Geology Trail 
Gateway Information Area

FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au

P

Brachina Gorge
Flinders Ranges Geology Trail 
Gateway Information Area

FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au

P

BRACHINA GORGE
World Heritage Geological Trail

TURN LEFT
400m

BRACHINA GORGE
World Heritage Geological Trail

TURN RIGHT
400m

Remove existing treated pine structure 
and replace with mild steel frame Br

ac
hin

a G
or
ge

 Ro
ad

Blinman 24.3km

8 x Interpretative posts with geological interpretation on each side, 
including;
1) Ikara - Flinders Ranges World Heritage Geological Site Parks use, 
fees and App information, and 
2) Context for Flinders Ranges World Heritage that include the 34 
Serial Elements
3.1 Oraparinna 
3.2 Ironstone Formation
3.3 Mawson limestone
3.4 Stromatolite bioherm
3.5 Elatina glaciation
3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site
3.7 Cap carbonate, Enorama Creek
3.8 Brachina Formation
3.9 Acraman meteorite impact
3.10 Wonoka Formation
13.11 Brachina-Rawnsley Quartzite
3.12 Brachina Gorge Cambrian burrowing animals
3.13 Brachina Gorge Archaeocyath Reefs

Brachina Gorge 
Eastern Gateway

Interpretation 
& Trail Head

Extend Cypress Pine Bollards

Flinders Ranges Way

Brachina GorgeP

Western Gateway 19.5km

Wilpena Pound 36.5km

Screen Refuse Bins

Replace existing treated timber 
shelter with mild steel frame. 

Enclose western wall for general 
national park visitor information. 

Reuse/renew existing interpretation. 
Open 3 sides to connect to landscape 

views and interpretation area.
HOTSPOT: Provide internet relay for 

Geology Trail App download. 
PHOTO OP: Provide gravel laydown 

surrounding shelter, seating furniture 
and local artistic opportunity

3 x 3m large gateway posts
1) Brachina Gorge
2) Flinders Ranges Geology Trail
3) Ikara Flinders Ranges National 
     Park

Retain / re-establish existing plaque 
on stoneProvide Adnyamathanha 
welcome and local cultural art 
opportunity. i.e. sculpture,

seating furniture, engraving, 
carving...

Remote Electronic 
Road Condition Sign

Example 8 timber interpretation 
posts (2 m high) representing 
Flinders Ranges geological 

timeline and 13 Flinders Ranges - 
Brachina Gorge World Heritage 

geological serial elements

Long vehicle
turn around

Remote Electronic 
Road Condition Sign

Example gateway posts

N Scale 1:1000 (A3)
50m10 250 5

by

for

Eastern Gateway Concept
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park  

2 December 2020
C1b

Flinders Ranges World Heritage - Brachina Gorge

BRACHINA GORGE GEOLOGICAL TRAIL
IKARA-FLINDERS RANGES NATIONAL PARK
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE 
DESIGN INTENT
The main eastern entry to Brachina Gorge from Flinders Ranges Way has been 
upgraded to include a strong Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park and geological 
trail gateway experience. An Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park rock feature 
signage and three large mild steel interpretive posts are proposed for each side 
of the Brachina Gorge Road Entry as a visual spatial gateway. This feature is to 
not overly intrude in the landscape however be readily viewed from Flinders 
Ranges Way. The iconic large mild steel timber interpretation posts are to be a 
consistent roadside and geological interpretation elements used within the 
Brachina Gorge geological trail. The larger 3 m post for both geological roadside 
interpretation and wayfinding requirements, smaller 2m and 1.2m high posts 
together with rock disk markers are used for multiple heritage, ecological and 
geological interpretation and wayfinding requirements for each geological site 
element. The existing treated pine shelter located 50m along the road is to be 
replaced with a mild steel frame and upgraded for shade, seating amenity and 
general park information. The shelter is to include internet relay infrastructure for 
geology app and park fees download including QR code information provided at 
each geological element. Three sides are required to be opened to provide 
access to the spatial geological interpretation area. This area will include a level 
gravelled site with 8 spatially dispersed 2m high timber interpretation posts to 
provide Brachina Gorge and Ikara-Flinders Ranges geological context. The area 
and interpretation elements are to be located on level ground appropriate for 
universal accessibility. At all gateway entry points there is opportunity to provide 
a special Adnyamathanha welcome and farewell, plus local art heritage 
interpretation that may include: - sculpture, seating, or rock carving, etc. The 
creative and spatial gateway area will provide visitors with a sense of 
expectation, foster learning and respect for the unique Brachina gorge 
geological, landscape and heritage context. The eastern entry is to include 
remote electronic road condition sign is to be provided to include up to date 
road access information and a turnaround for long vehicles to easily negate road 
conditions. All entries to Brachina Gorge are to include / retain refuse bins that 
are screened (mild steel frame and corrugated iron in fill) from the interpretation 
area and made available for visitors to dispose of their camping litter.

EASTERN GATEWAY ELEMENTS
 Remove existing treated pine frame shelter; replace with similar mild steel 

frame shelter with open three sides to connect to views and surrounding 
interpretation area

 Provide 3 large gateway posts (3m high - entry photo opp.) 
  1. Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
  2. Flinders Ranges World Heritage
  3. Ikara - Flinders Ranges National Park
 Provide seating furniture 
 Local artistic interpretation opportunity
 Provide level gravel area
 Provide remote electronic road condition sign
 Extend existing vehicle parking, and 
 Provide long vehicle turnaround

GEOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION 
 Provide 8 interpretation posts (2m high) interpreting Flinders Ranges 

Geological Timeline - The interpretation posts to reinterpret existing 
information including updating the 13 Brachina Gorge World Heritage 
Geological Elements and 34 Serial Element context

 Provide internet relay / access and QR code for Geology Trail App 
download, park information and fees

t

ADNYAMATHANHA WELCOME & ARTWORK
 Sculpture
 Seating Furniture
 Carving

VEHICLE PARKING & TURNAROUND
 Extend parallel parking
 Provide long vehicle turnaround
 Cypress pine bollards

REFUSE AREA
Screen existing refuse bins. Propose mild steel frame and corrugated iron sheet 
in fill
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Note: All trails to be Class 3, and distances noted 
refer to one way, unless otherwise stated.
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Brachina Gorge
Flinders 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Gateway 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FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
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BRACHINA GORGE
World Heritage Geological Trail

TURN LEFT
400m

BRACHINA GORGE
World Heritage Geological Trail

TURN RIGHT
400m

Remove existing treated pine structure 
and replace with mild steel frame Br

ac
hin

a G
or
ge

 Ro
ad

Blinman 24.3km

8 x Interpretative posts with geological interpretation on each side, 
including;
1) Ikara - Flinders Ranges World Heritage Geological Site Parks use, 
fees and App information, and 
2) Context for Flinders Ranges World Heritage that include the 34 
Serial Elements
3.1 Oraparinna 
3.2 Ironstone Formation
3.3 Mawson limestone
3.4 Stromatolite bioherm
3.5 Elatina glaciation
3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site
3.7 Cap carbonate, Enorama Creek
3.8 Brachina Formation
3.9 Acraman meteorite impact
3.10 Wonoka Formation
13.11 Brachina-Rawnsley Quartzite
3.12 Brachina Gorge Cambrian burrowing animals
3.13 Brachina Gorge Archaeocyath Reefs

Brachina Gorge 
Eastern Gateway

Interpretation 
& Trail Head

Extend Cypress Pine Bollards

Flinders Ranges Way

Brachina GorgeP

Western Gateway 19.5km

Wilpena Pound 36.5km

Screen Refuse Bins

Replace existing treated timber 
shelter with mild steel frame. 

Enclose western wall for general 
national park visitor information. 

Reuse/renew existing interpretation. 
Open 3 sides to connect to landscape 

views and interpretation area.
HOTSPOT: Provide internet relay for 

Geology Trail App download. 
PHOTO OP: Provide gravel laydown 

surrounding shelter, seating furniture 
and local artistic opportunity

3 x 3m large gateway posts
1) Brachina Gorge
2) Flinders Ranges Geology Trail
3) Ikara Flinders Ranges National 
     Park

Retain / re-establish existing plaque 
on stoneProvide Adnyamathanha 
welcome and local cultural art 
opportunity. i.e. sculpture,

seating furniture, engraving, 
carving...

Remote Electronic 
Road Condition Sign

Example 8 timber interpretation 
posts (2 m high) representing 
Flinders Ranges geological 

timeline and 13 Flinders Ranges - 
Brachina Gorge World Heritage 

geological serial elements

Long vehicle
turn around

Remote Electronic 
Road Condition Sign

Example gateway posts

N Scale 1:1000 (A3)
50m10 250 5

by

for

Eastern Gateway Concept
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park  

2 December 2020
C1b

Flinders Ranges World Heritage - Brachina Gorge

BRACHINA GORGE GEOLOGICAL TRAIL
IKARA-FLINDERS RANGES NATIONAL PARK
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE 
DESIGN INTENT
The main eastern entry to Brachina Gorge from Flinders Ranges Way has been 
upgraded to include a strong Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park and geological 
trail gateway experience. An Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park rock feature 
signage and three large mild steel interpretive posts are proposed for each side 
of the Brachina Gorge Road Entry as a visual spatial gateway. This feature is to 
not overly intrude in the landscape however be readily viewed from Flinders 
Ranges Way. The iconic large mild steel timber interpretation posts are to be a 
consistent roadside and geological interpretation elements used within the 
Brachina Gorge geological trail. The larger 3 m post for both geological roadside 
interpretation and wayfinding requirements, smaller 2m and 1.2m high posts 
together with rock disk markers are used for multiple heritage, ecological and 
geological interpretation and wayfinding requirements for each geological site 
element. The existing treated pine shelter located 50m along the road is to be 
replaced with a mild steel frame and upgraded for shade, seating amenity and 
general park information. The shelter is to include internet relay infrastructure for 
geology app and park fees download including QR code information provided at 
each geological element. Three sides are required to be opened to provide 
access to the spatial geological interpretation area. This area will include a level 
gravelled site with 8 spatially dispersed 2m high timber interpretation posts to 
provide Brachina Gorge and Ikara-Flinders Ranges geological context. The area 
and interpretation elements are to be located on level ground appropriate for 
universal accessibility. At all gateway entry points there is opportunity to provide 
a special Adnyamathanha welcome and farewell, plus local art heritage 
interpretation that may include: - sculpture, seating, or rock carving, etc. The 
creative and spatial gateway area will provide visitors with a sense of 
expectation, foster learning and respect for the unique Brachina gorge 
geological, landscape and heritage context. The eastern entry is to include 
remote electronic road condition sign is to be provided to include up to date 
road access information and a turnaround for long vehicles to easily negate road 
conditions. All entries to Brachina Gorge are to include / retain refuse bins that 
are screened (mild steel frame and corrugated iron in fill) from the interpretation 
area and made available for visitors to dispose of their camping litter.

EASTERN GATEWAY ELEMENTS
 Remove existing treated pine frame shelter; replace with similar mild steel 

frame shelter with open three sides to connect to views and surrounding 
interpretation area

 Provide 3 large gateway posts (3m high - entry photo opp.) 
  1. Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
  2. Flinders Ranges World Heritage
  3. Ikara - Flinders Ranges National Park
 Provide seating furniture 
 Local artistic interpretation opportunity
 Provide level gravel area
 Provide remote electronic road condition sign
 Extend existing vehicle parking, and 
 Provide long vehicle turnaround

GEOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION 
 Provide 8 interpretation posts (2m high) interpreting Flinders Ranges 

Geological Timeline - The interpretation posts to reinterpret existing 
information including updating the 13 Brachina Gorge World Heritage 
Geological Elements and 34 Serial Element context

 Provide internet relay / access and QR code for Geology Trail App 
download, park information and fees

t

ADNYAMATHANHA WELCOME & ARTWORK
 Sculpture
 Seating Furniture
 Carving

VEHICLE PARKING & TURNAROUND
 Extend parallel parking
 Provide long vehicle turnaround
 Cypress pine bollards

REFUSE AREA
Screen existing refuse bins. Propose mild steel frame and corrugated iron sheet 
in fill
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Combined Walks
Acacia Ridge Carpark to Wooltana Volcanics 
(12.3km)

Springs Loop Trail
(1.2km)
Extended Loop 
(2.0km)

Tillite Gorge End to 
Wooltana Volcanics Option
(5.3km)

Tillite Gorge to 
Bararranna Trail Link
(3.5km)

Stubbs Waterhole

Bararranna Hill 
(453m)

Bararranna 
Waterhole

Undoo Oopinna 
Waterhole

Arkaroola Springs

Echo Camp Waterhole/ 
Ngawarlanha

Gate

Lady Buxton Mine 
historic site

Mara Murumuru 
Waterhole

Bararranna Trail 
(Circuit - 7.0km)

Acacia Ridge Track
(2.6km)

Oppaminda Nudlamutana Walk
(One way - 15.2km)

Mawson Spriggina Track
(Circuit - 8.0km)

Welcome Mine
Welcome Pound2WD track ends

Frome Lookout

Oppaminda Creek

Arkaroola Reef
Connecting Trail
(1.7km)

Griselda 
Hill

Mt Warren- Hastings

Elva Dam

Caravan 
Park

Arkaroola 
Village

Arkaroola 
Homestead

The Pinnacles

Mt Oliphant

Arkaroola Waterhole
(0.65km)

Coulthard Lookout

Sphene Dyke

Mount Painter/
Ngumbambadanha

The Armchair

Mount MacDonnell

Geological Core 
Library

Waterfall

Sillers Lookout
(Ridgetop Tour Lookout)

Wooltana Volcanics to 
Arkaroola Spring
(1.5km)

Tillite Gorge Trailhead 
to Tapley Hill Formation 
(1.5km)

Tillite Gorge Walk 
(3.0km)

See Arkaroola Village Area Map

See Reef to Wooltana Area Map

See Arkaroola Waterhole Area Map

See Mount Gee Area Map

See Paralana Springs Area Map
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Tourist Hub

1.4

7
Mount Gee

Reef to Tapley Hill  
Walk (2.5km)

Proposed World Heritage Geology Elements

Key

1.1  Mount Neill Granite ‘Hot Rocks’  
 at Arkaroola Waterhole
1.2  Unconformity at Arkaroola  
 Waterhole
1.3  Wooltana Voltanics
1.4  Tillite Gorge
1.5  Basal Cap
1.6  Tapley Hill Formation
1.7  Arkaroola Reef
1.8  Mount Gee
1.9  Paralana Hot Springs

‘Dawn of Life on Earth’’

1.9

5

4

3
2

1

6

8

Proposed World Heritage Geology 
Trailhead
(colour as per element)

Proposed World Heritage Geology 
Element

Proposed Amenties (toilet)

Proposed Water Point 

Proposed Shelter

Proposed Trailhead & Interpretation

Proposed Universal Access Trailhead

2WD Track

4WD Track 
(High clearance & 
experienced only)

Management Vehicle Track 
(Guided tours only)

Minor Vehicle Track (4WD, condition 
variable)

Walking Trail Support Group
Existing Walking Trail 

Proposed Walking Trail 
(colour as per element)

Major Creek

Watercourse

Arkaroola Protected Area

Vulkathunha - Gammon 
Ranges National Park

1.4

Proposed World Heritage Geology Trailheads

1.  Arkaroola Village
2. Arkaroola Homestead 
3.  Arkaroola Reef
4.  Tillite Gorge
5.  Wooltana Springs
6.  Arkaroola Waterhole
7. Mount Gee
8.  Sillers Lookout
9. Paralana Hot Springs 

5
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To Hawker (281km)
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Note: All trails to be Class 3, and distances noted 
refer to one way, unless otherwise stated.
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Combined Walks
Acacia Ridge Carpark to Wooltana Volcanics 
(12.3km)

Springs Loop Trail
(1.2km)
Extended Loop 
(2.0km)

Tillite Gorge End to 
Wooltana Volcanics Option
(5.3km)

Tillite Gorge to 
Bararranna Trail Link
(3.5km)

Stubbs Waterhole

Bararranna Hill 
(453m)

Bararranna 
Waterhole

Undoo Oopinna 
Waterhole

Arkaroola Springs

Echo Camp Waterhole/ 
Ngawarlanha

Gate

Lady Buxton Mine 
historic site

Mara Murumuru 
Waterhole

Bararranna Trail 
(Circuit - 7.0km)

Acacia Ridge Track
(2.6km)

Oppaminda Nudlamutana Walk
(One way - 15.2km)

Mawson Spriggina Track
(Circuit - 8.0km)

Welcome Mine
Welcome Pound2WD track ends

Frome Lookout

Oppaminda Creek

Arkaroola Reef
Connecting Trail
(1.7km)

Griselda 
Hill

Mt Warren- Hastings

Elva Dam

Caravan 
Park

Arkaroola 
Village

Arkaroola 
Homestead

The Pinnacles

Mt Oliphant

Arkaroola Waterhole
(0.65km)

Coulthard Lookout

Sphene Dyke

Mount Painter/
Ngumbambadanha

The Armchair

Mount MacDonnell

Geological Core 
Library

Waterfall

Sillers Lookout
(Ridgetop Tour Lookout)

Wooltana Volcanics to 
Arkaroola Spring
(1.5km)

Tillite Gorge Trailhead 
to Tapley Hill Formation 
(1.5km)

Tillite Gorge Walk 
(3.0km)

See Arkaroola Village Area Map

See Reef to Wooltana Area Map

See Arkaroola Waterhole Area Map

See Mount Gee Area Map

See Paralana Springs Area Map
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Walk (2.5km)

Proposed World Heritage Geology Elements

Key

1.1  Mount Neill Granite ‘Hot Rocks’  
 at Arkaroola Waterhole
1.2  Unconformity at Arkaroola  
 Waterhole
1.3  Wooltana Voltanics
1.4  Tillite Gorge
1.5  Basal Cap
1.6  Tapley Hill Formation
1.7  Arkaroola Reef
1.8  Mount Gee
1.9  Paralana Hot Springs

‘Dawn of Life on Earth’’
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Proposed World Heritage Geology 
Element/ Key Site (colour as per 
element)

Sealed road

2WD Track (high clearance required)

Minor track (2WD/4WD, condition 
variable, high clearance required)

Walking trail

Major Creek

Watercourse

Ikara - Flinders Ranges National Park 
Boundary

3.4

Proposed World Heritage Geology Trailheads

1.  Arkaroola Village
2. Arkaroola Homestead 
3.  Arkaroola Reef
4.  Tillite Gorge
5.  Wooltana Springs
6.  Arkaroola Waterhole
7. Mount Gee
8.  Sillers Lookout
9. Paralana Hot Springs 
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Note: All trails to be Class 3, and distances noted 
refer to one way, unless otherwise stated.



Trailhead Visualisations

27.

Western Entry Montage: TRC 3.6 Ediacaran GSSP Site Montage: TRC

Trailheads

Trailheads are to create a sense of arrival through the use of mild steel geological interpretation posts, bollards and clear wayfinding. It is important 
that the landscape, vegetation and geology of the place are the heroes of the trailhead experience, with designs considering low key, ordered parking 
arrangements with clear geological interpretation posts providing intepretation and wayfinding. 

Existing shelters and toilets are to be maintained and, where appropriate, altered to support the landscape-first approach. 

At gateways, 3 x 3m high large mild steel interpretive posts are to be provided to establish a sense of arrival, as well as a photo opportunity. These are 
to be supported and preceded by a Welcome/Farewell sign that expresses - ‘You are in Adnyamathanha country, we wish you a safe journey’. 
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GORGE
World Heritage Geological Trail

TURN LEFT
400m

BRACHINA GORGE
World Heritage Geological Trail

TURN RIGHT
400m

Remove existing treated pine structure 
and replace with mild steel frame Br

ac
hin

a G
or
ge

 Ro
ad

Blinman 24.3km

8 x Interpretative posts with geological interpretation on each side, 
including;
1) Ikara - Flinders Ranges World Heritage Geological Site Parks use, 
fees and App information, and 
2) Context for Flinders Ranges World Heritage that include the 34 
Serial Elements
3.1 Oraparinna 
3.2 Ironstone Formation
3.3 Mawson limestone
3.4 Stromatolite bioherm
3.5 Elatina glaciation
3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site
3.7 Cap carbonate, Enorama Creek
3.8 Brachina Formation
3.9 Acraman meteorite impact
3.10 Wonoka Formation
13.11 Brachina-Rawnsley Quartzite
3.12 Brachina Gorge Cambrian burrowing animals
3.13 Brachina Gorge Archaeocyath Reefs

Brachina Gorge 
Eastern Gateway

Interpretation 
& Trail Head

Extend Cypress Pine Bollards

Flinders Ranges Way

Brachina GorgeP

Western Gateway 19.5km

Wilpena Pound 36.5km

Screen Refuse Bins

Replace existing treated timber 
shelter with mild steel frame. 

Enclose western wall for general 
national park visitor information. 

Reuse/renew existing interpretation. 
Open 3 sides to connect to landscape 

views and interpretation area.
HOTSPOT: Provide internet relay for 

Geology Trail App download. 
PHOTO OP: Provide gravel laydown 

surrounding shelter, seating furniture 
and local artistic opportunity

3 x 3m large gateway posts
1) Brachina Gorge
2) Flinders Ranges Geology Trail
3) Ikara Flinders Ranges National 
     Park

Retain / re-establish existing plaque 
on stoneProvide Adnyamathanha 
welcome and local cultural art 
opportunity. i.e. sculpture,

seating furniture, engraving, 
carving...

Remote Electronic 
Road Condition Sign

Example 8 timber interpretation 
posts (2 m high) representing 
Flinders Ranges geological 

timeline and 13 Flinders Ranges - 
Brachina Gorge World Heritage 

geological serial elements

Long vehicle
turn around

Remote Electronic 
Road Condition Sign

Example gateway posts

N Scale 1:1000 (A3)
50m10 250 5

by

for

Eastern Gateway Concept
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park  

2 December 2020
C1b

Flinders Ranges World Heritage - Brachina Gorge

BRACHINA GORGE GEOLOGICAL TRAIL
IKARA-FLINDERS RANGES NATIONAL PARK
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE 
DESIGN INTENT
The main eastern entry to Brachina Gorge from Flinders Ranges Way has been 
upgraded to include a strong Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park and geological 
trail gateway experience. An Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park rock feature 
signage and three large mild steel interpretive posts are proposed for each side 
of the Brachina Gorge Road Entry as a visual spatial gateway. This feature is to 
not overly intrude in the landscape however be readily viewed from Flinders 
Ranges Way. The iconic large mild steel timber interpretation posts are to be a 
consistent roadside and geological interpretation elements used within the 
Brachina Gorge geological trail. The larger 3 m post for both geological roadside 
interpretation and wayfinding requirements, smaller 2m and 1.2m high posts 
together with rock disk markers are used for multiple heritage, ecological and 
geological interpretation and wayfinding requirements for each geological site 
element. The existing treated pine shelter located 50m along the road is to be 
replaced with a mild steel frame and upgraded for shade, seating amenity and 
general park information. The shelter is to include internet relay infrastructure for 
geology app and park fees download including QR code information provided at 
each geological element. Three sides are required to be opened to provide 
access to the spatial geological interpretation area. This area will include a level 
gravelled site with 8 spatially dispersed 2m high timber interpretation posts to 
provide Brachina Gorge and Ikara-Flinders Ranges geological context. The area 
and interpretation elements are to be located on level ground appropriate for 
universal accessibility. At all gateway entry points there is opportunity to provide 
a special Adnyamathanha welcome and farewell, plus local art heritage 
interpretation that may include: - sculpture, seating, or rock carving, etc. The 
creative and spatial gateway area will provide visitors with a sense of 
expectation, foster learning and respect for the unique Brachina gorge 
geological, landscape and heritage context. The eastern entry is to include 
remote electronic road condition sign is to be provided to include up to date 
road access information and a turnaround for long vehicles to easily negate road 
conditions. All entries to Brachina Gorge are to include / retain refuse bins that 
are screened (mild steel frame and corrugated iron in fill) from the interpretation 
area and made available for visitors to dispose of their camping litter.

EASTERN GATEWAY ELEMENTS
 Remove existing treated pine frame shelter; replace with similar mild steel 

frame shelter with open three sides to connect to views and surrounding 
interpretation area

 Provide 3 large gateway posts (3m high - entry photo opp.) 
  1. Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
  2. Flinders Ranges World Heritage
  3. Ikara - Flinders Ranges National Park
 Provide seating furniture 
 Local artistic interpretation opportunity
 Provide level gravel area
 Provide remote electronic road condition sign
 Extend existing vehicle parking, and 
 Provide long vehicle turnaround

GEOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION 
 Provide 8 interpretation posts (2m high) interpreting Flinders Ranges 

Geological Timeline - The interpretation posts to reinterpret existing 
information including updating the 13 Brachina Gorge World Heritage 
Geological Elements and 34 Serial Element context

 Provide internet relay / access and QR code for Geology Trail App 
download, park information and fees

t

ADNYAMATHANHA WELCOME & ARTWORK
 Sculpture
 Seating Furniture
 Carving

VEHICLE PARKING & TURNAROUND
 Extend parallel parking
 Provide long vehicle turnaround
 Cypress pine bollards

REFUSE AREA
Screen existing refuse bins. Propose mild steel frame and corrugated iron sheet 
in fill

SHAREDZONE

40

SHAREDZONE
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Brachina Gorge
Flinders Ranges Geology Trail 
Gateway Information Area

FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au

P

Brachina Gorge
Flinders Ranges Geology Trail 
Gateway Information Area

FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au

P

BRACHINA GORGE
World Heritage Geological Trail

TURN LEFT
400m

BRACHINA GORGE
World Heritage Geological Trail

TURN RIGHT
400m

Remove existing treated pine structure 
and replace with mild steel frame Br

ac
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a G
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Blinman 24.3km

8 x Interpretative posts with geological interpretation on each side, 
including;
1) Ikara - Flinders Ranges World Heritage Geological Site Parks use, 
fees and App information, and 
2) Context for Flinders Ranges World Heritage that include the 34 
Serial Elements
3.1 Oraparinna 
3.2 Ironstone Formation
3.3 Mawson limestone
3.4 Stromatolite bioherm
3.5 Elatina glaciation
3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site
3.7 Cap carbonate, Enorama Creek
3.8 Brachina Formation
3.9 Acraman meteorite impact
3.10 Wonoka Formation
13.11 Brachina-Rawnsley Quartzite
3.12 Brachina Gorge Cambrian burrowing animals
3.13 Brachina Gorge Archaeocyath Reefs

Brachina Gorge 
Eastern Gateway

Interpretation 
& Trail Head

Extend Cypress Pine Bollards

Flinders Ranges Way

Brachina GorgeP

Western Gateway 19.5km

Wilpena Pound 36.5km

Screen Refuse Bins

Replace existing treated timber 
shelter with mild steel frame. 

Enclose western wall for general 
national park visitor information. 

Reuse/renew existing interpretation. 
Open 3 sides to connect to landscape 

views and interpretation area.
HOTSPOT: Provide internet relay for 

Geology Trail App download. 
PHOTO OP: Provide gravel laydown 

surrounding shelter, seating furniture 
and local artistic opportunity

3 x 3m large gateway posts
1) Brachina Gorge
2) Flinders Ranges Geology Trail
3) Ikara Flinders Ranges National 
     Park

Retain / re-establish existing plaque 
on stoneProvide Adnyamathanha 
welcome and local cultural art 
opportunity. i.e. sculpture,

seating furniture, engraving, 
carving...

Remote Electronic 
Road Condition Sign

Example 8 timber interpretation 
posts (2 m high) representing 
Flinders Ranges geological 

timeline and 13 Flinders Ranges - 
Brachina Gorge World Heritage 

geological serial elements

Long vehicle
turn around

Remote Electronic 
Road Condition Sign

Example gateway posts

N Scale 1:1000 (A3)
50m10 250 5

by

for

Eastern Gateway Concept
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park  

2 December 2020
C1b

Flinders Ranges World Heritage - Brachina Gorge

BRACHINA GORGE GEOLOGICAL TRAIL
IKARA-FLINDERS RANGES NATIONAL PARK
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE 
DESIGN INTENT
The main eastern entry to Brachina Gorge from Flinders Ranges Way has been 
upgraded to include a strong Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park and geological 
trail gateway experience. An Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park rock feature 
signage and three large mild steel interpretive posts are proposed for each side 
of the Brachina Gorge Road Entry as a visual spatial gateway. This feature is to 
not overly intrude in the landscape however be readily viewed from Flinders 
Ranges Way. The iconic large mild steel timber interpretation posts are to be a 
consistent roadside and geological interpretation elements used within the 
Brachina Gorge geological trail. The larger 3 m post for both geological roadside 
interpretation and wayfinding requirements, smaller 2m and 1.2m high posts 
together with rock disk markers are used for multiple heritage, ecological and 
geological interpretation and wayfinding requirements for each geological site 
element. The existing treated pine shelter located 50m along the road is to be 
replaced with a mild steel frame and upgraded for shade, seating amenity and 
general park information. The shelter is to include internet relay infrastructure for 
geology app and park fees download including QR code information provided at 
each geological element. Three sides are required to be opened to provide 
access to the spatial geological interpretation area. This area will include a level 
gravelled site with 8 spatially dispersed 2m high timber interpretation posts to 
provide Brachina Gorge and Ikara-Flinders Ranges geological context. The area 
and interpretation elements are to be located on level ground appropriate for 
universal accessibility. At all gateway entry points there is opportunity to provide 
a special Adnyamathanha welcome and farewell, plus local art heritage 
interpretation that may include: - sculpture, seating, or rock carving, etc. The 
creative and spatial gateway area will provide visitors with a sense of 
expectation, foster learning and respect for the unique Brachina gorge 
geological, landscape and heritage context. The eastern entry is to include 
remote electronic road condition sign is to be provided to include up to date 
road access information and a turnaround for long vehicles to easily negate road 
conditions. All entries to Brachina Gorge are to include / retain refuse bins that 
are screened (mild steel frame and corrugated iron in fill) from the interpretation 
area and made available for visitors to dispose of their camping litter.

EASTERN GATEWAY ELEMENTS
 Remove existing treated pine frame shelter; replace with similar mild steel 

frame shelter with open three sides to connect to views and surrounding 
interpretation area

 Provide 3 large gateway posts (3m high - entry photo opp.) 
  1. Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
  2. Flinders Ranges World Heritage
  3. Ikara - Flinders Ranges National Park
 Provide seating furniture 
 Local artistic interpretation opportunity
 Provide level gravel area
 Provide remote electronic road condition sign
 Extend existing vehicle parking, and 
 Provide long vehicle turnaround

GEOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION 
 Provide 8 interpretation posts (2m high) interpreting Flinders Ranges 

Geological Timeline - The interpretation posts to reinterpret existing 
information including updating the 13 Brachina Gorge World Heritage 
Geological Elements and 34 Serial Element context

 Provide internet relay / access and QR code for Geology Trail App 
download, park information and fees

t

ADNYAMATHANHA WELCOME & ARTWORK
 Sculpture
 Seating Furniture
 Carving

VEHICLE PARKING & TURNAROUND
 Extend parallel parking
 Provide long vehicle turnaround
 Cypress pine bollards

REFUSE AREA
Screen existing refuse bins. Propose mild steel frame and corrugated iron sheet 
in fill

The main eastern entry to Brachina Gorge from Flinders Ranges Way has been 
upgraded to include a strong Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park and geological 
trail gateway experience. Three large interpretive posts are proposed for road 
reserve of the Brachina Gorge Road Entry as a visual spatial gateway. This feature 
is to not overly intrude in the landscape however be readily viewed from Flinders 
Ranges Way. The iconic mild steel interpretation posts are to be a consistent 
roadside and geological interpretation elements used within the Brachina Gorge 
geological trail. The larger 3 m post for both geological roadside interpretation and 
wayfinding requirements, smaller 2m and 1m high posts together with rock disk 
markers are used for multiple heritage, ecological and geological interpretation 
and wayfinding requirements for each geological element. 

The existing treated pine shelter located 50m along the road is to be upgraded 
with a new mild steel framed shelter providing improved shade, seating amenity, 
and general park information. The shelter is to include internet relay infrastructure 
for park fees and geology app download for QR code information provided at each 
geological element. Three sides are required to be opened to provide access to 
the spatial geological interpretation area. This area will include a level gravelled 
site with 8 spatially dispersed 2m high interpretation posts to provide Brachina 
Gorge and Ikara-Flinders Ranges geological context. The area and interpretation 
elements are to be located on level ground appropriate for universal accessibility. 

At all gateway entry points there is opportunity to provide a special Adnyamathanha 
welcome and farewell, plus local art & interpretation.

The creative and spatial gateway area will provide visitors with a sense of 
expectation, foster learning and respect for the unique Brachina gorge geological, 
landscape and heritage context. 

The eastern entry to Brachina Gorge is to include / retain refuse bins that are 
screened (mild steel frame with corrugated iron cladding/infill panels)  from the 
interpretation area and made available for visitors to dispose of their camping litter.

Eastern Gateway Elements
 » Remove existing treated pine frame shelter; replace with similar sized mild  

 steel frame shelter with open three sides to connect to views and surrounding  
 interpretation area, provide seating here
 » Retain existing Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park stone wall feature
 » Provide 3x3m large gateway interpretive posts (3m high entry photo opportunity)
 » Provide level gravel area
 » Remote electronic road condition sign at Outback Way Highway turnoff

Geological Interpretation
 » Provide 8 interpretation posts (2m high) interpreting Flinders Ranges   

 Geological Timeline - The interpretation posts to include interpretation   
 on 13 Brachina Gorge World Heritage Geological Elements plus the 34 Serial   
 Element broader context
 » Provide internet relay/access and QR code for Geology Trail App download,   

 park information and fees
 » Provide level gravel area
 » Provide remote electronic road condition sign
 » Extend existing vehicle parking and provide long vehicle turnaround

Adnyamathanha Welcome, Local Artistic Intepretation Opportunity
 » Sculpture, furniture, engraving, carving 

Vehicle Parking and Turnaround
 » Extend parallel parking
 » Provide long vehicle turnaround
 » Cypress pine bollards

Refuse Area
 » Screen existing refuse bins
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Brachina Gorge
Eastern Gateway3.43.6

3.8

3.103.11
3.12

3.13

3.3
3.7

3.5

Eastern 
Gateway

Western 
Gateway

Trezona 
Campsite

Andu 
Scree 
Slope
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SHAREDZONE

10

Retain existing 
Ikara-Flinders 

Ranges National 
Park stone 

Brachina Gorge Road

Example 8 interpretation posts (2 m high) 
representing Flinders Ranges geological timeline 
- 13 Brachina Gorge World Heritage geological 

elements

8 x Interpretative posts with geological 
interpretation on each side, including;
1) Ikara - Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
Geological Site Parks use, fees and App 
information, and 
2) Context for Flinders Ranges World Heritage that 
include the 34 Serial Elements
3.1 Oraparinna 
3.2 Ironstone Formation
3.3 Mawson limestone
3.4 Stromatolite bioherm
3.5 Elatina glaciation
3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site
3.7 Cap carbonate, Enorama Creek
3.8 Brachina Formation
3.9 Acraman meteorite impact
3.10 Wonoka Formation
13.11 Brachina-Rawnsley Quartzite
3.12 Brachina Gorge Cambrian burrowing animals

Brachina Gorge 
Western Gateway

Eastern Gateway 19.5km
Flinders Ranges Way 

Retain existing shelter and 
water 200m use area for 

general park signs and visitor 
refuse bins

3 x 3m large gateway 
signage posts 

1) Brachina Gorge 
2) Flinders Ranges 

Geology Trail
3) Ikara Flinders 

Ranges National Park

Adnymathanha cultural 
art opportunity. i.e. 

- sculpture
 - seating furniture

- engraving
- carving...

Replace existing treated pine 
framed shelter; with mild 

steel frame shelter with open 
sides to connect to 

surrounding views and 
interpretation area 

HOTSPOT: Provide internet 
relay / access for Geology 

Trail App download. 
PHOTO OP: Provide gravel 

laydown surrounding shelter, 
seating furniture and local 

artistic opportunity

Provide Department for 
Infrastructure and 

Transport (DIT) South 
Australian Outback Roads 

Temporary Closures, 
Restrictions and Warnings 
sign at the entrance road to 
Brachina Gorge Road off 
Outback Way Highway. 

Brachina Creek

Existing mild steel and marine wire bollards

Retain existing Ikara-Flinders Ranges 
National Park stone feature wall

Retain existing mild steel and 
marine wire bollardsRoadsignage to be placed 

11.7km on The Outback 
Hwy, Brachina Gorge 

Brachina GorgeP

BRACHINA GORGE
World Heritage Geological Trail

TURN LEFT
400m

Brachina Gorge
Flinders Ranges Geology Trail 
Gateway Information Area

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au

P

Construct traffic island to 
manage flow at the entry to 

the western entrance

Include welcome 
and farewell sign 
at the western 
entry / exit 

including words 
around - You are in 
Adnyamathanha 
Country and we 
wish you a safe 

journey

BRACHINA GORGE
World Heritage Geological Trail

TURN RIGHT
400m

FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

Remove existing treated pine structure 
and replace with mild steel frame

N Scale 1:1000 (A3)
50m10 250 5

by

for

Western Gateway Concept
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park  

2 December 2020
C1b

Flinders Ranges World Heritage - Brachina Gorge

BRACHINA GORGE GEOLOGICAL TRAIL
IKARA-FLINDERS RANGES NATIONAL PARK
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE 
DESIGN INTENT
The Brachina Gorge western gateway is accessed from the Outback Way. 
This western route into the Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park will 
become increasingly popular due to access roads further north being 
bituminised. A remote electronic road condition sign is to be located close 
to this intersection to provide up to date road Brachina Gorge Road access 
information. Similar to the eastern Flinders Ranges Way this location is to 
be upgraded to include a strong Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park and 
Brachina Gorge geological trail gateway experience. The Ikara-Flinders 
Ranges National Park rock feature signage already exists at this location. 
An additional road island and signage including three large timber 
interpretation totems are to invite the visitor towards the elevated gateway 
interpretation viewing area. On the level viewing area, the existing treated 
timber framed shelter is to be replaced with a mild steel shelter to allow 
360-degree landscape views and shaded seating. The shelter is to include 
internet relay infrastructure for geology app download for QR code 
information provided at each geological element. The western gateway 
parking area is to include 8 iconic mild steel interpretation posts (2 m 
high). These posts are to provide geological interpretation introducing the 
visitor to the Brachina Gorge and broader Ikara-Flinders Ranges 
geological context. Existing interpretation is to be transferred onto the 
new interpretation posts. One post is to provide park access fees 
information and access to Brachina Gorge download App that can be used 
at each Geological Element interpretive post to provide further detailed 
information, visuals to enhance the visitor experience. There is opportunity 
to provide Adnyamathanha welcome and farewell as you enter/exit the 
Park, plus local art heritage interpretation that may include: - sculpture, 
seating, or rock carving, etc. The creative and spatial gateway area will 
provide visitors with a sense of expectation and Brachina gorge 
geological, landscape and heritage context. The existing shelter located 
200m east of the gateway is to be retained to include general national 
park (safety) information, a water point, and campsite use refuse bins.

EASTERN GATEWAY ELEMENTS
 Remove existing treated pine frame shelter; replace with similar sized mile 

steel frame shelter with open three sides to connect to views and 
surrounding interpretation area

 Retain existing Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park stone wall feature
 Provide 3 x 3m large gateway signage posts to lead people up towards the 

interpretation area to include:
  1. Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
  2. Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
  3. Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
 Provide seating furniture at interpretation area: 
 Local artistic interpretation opportunity
 Provide level gravel area surrounding new shelter and interpretation posts
 Remote electronic road condition sign at Outback Way Highway turn-off

GEOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION 
 Provide 8 interpretation posts (2m high) interpreting Flinders Ranges 

Geological Timeline - The timber interpretation posts to include 
interpretation on 13 Brachina Gorge World Heritage Geological Elements 
plus the 34 Serial Element Context

 Provide internet relay / access and QR code for Geology Trail App 
download

t

ADNYAMATHANHA WELCOME & ARTWORK
 Sculpture
 Seating Furniture
 Carving

VEHICLE PARKING
 Formalise existing right-angle parking with additional cypress pine bollards
 Retain existing mild steel pine bollards

SECONDARY SHELTER
 Retain existing shelter 200m east from western entry for water and general 

park information
 Include western refuse area and screening

SHAREDZONE

10

Retain existing 
Ikara-Flinders 

Ranges National 
Park stone 

Brachina Gorge Road

Example 8 interpretation posts (2 m high) 
representing Flinders Ranges geological timeline 
- 13 Brachina Gorge World Heritage geological 

elements

8 x Interpretative posts with geological 
interpretation on each side, including;
1) Ikara - Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
Geological Site Parks use, fees and App 
information, and 
2) Context for Flinders Ranges World Heritage that 
include the 34 Serial Elements
3.1 Oraparinna 
3.2 Ironstone Formation
3.3 Mawson limestone
3.4 Stromatolite bioherm
3.5 Elatina glaciation
3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site
3.7 Cap carbonate, Enorama Creek
3.8 Brachina Formation
3.9 Acraman meteorite impact
3.10 Wonoka Formation
13.11 Brachina-Rawnsley Quartzite
3.12 Brachina Gorge Cambrian burrowing animals

Brachina Gorge 
Western Gateway

Eastern Gateway 19.5km
Flinders Ranges Way 

Retain existing shelter and 
water 200m use area for 

general park signs and visitor 
refuse bins

3 x 3m large gateway 
signage posts 

1) Brachina Gorge 
2) Flinders Ranges 

Geology Trail
3) Ikara Flinders 

Ranges National Park

Adnymathanha cultural 
art opportunity. i.e. 

- sculpture
 - seating furniture

- engraving
- carving...

Replace existing treated pine 
framed shelter; with mild 

steel frame shelter with open 
sides to connect to 

surrounding views and 
interpretation area 

HOTSPOT: Provide internet 
relay / access for Geology 

Trail App download. 
PHOTO OP: Provide gravel 

laydown surrounding shelter, 
seating furniture and local 

artistic opportunity

Provide Department for 
Infrastructure and 

Transport (DIT) South 
Australian Outback Roads 

Temporary Closures, 
Restrictions and Warnings 
sign at the entrance road to 
Brachina Gorge Road off 
Outback Way Highway. 

Brachina Creek

Existing mild steel and marine wire bollards

Retain existing Ikara-Flinders Ranges 
National Park stone feature wall

Retain existing mild steel and 
marine wire bollardsRoadsignage to be placed 

11.7km on The Outback 
Hwy, Brachina Gorge 

Brachina GorgeP

BRACHINA GORGE
World Heritage Geological Trail

TURN LEFT
400m

Brachina Gorge
Flinders Ranges Geology Trail 
Gateway Information Area

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au

P

Construct traffic island to 
manage flow at the entry to 

the western entrance

Include welcome 
and farewell sign 
at the western 
entry / exit 

including words 
around - You are in 
Adnyamathanha 
Country and we 
wish you a safe 

journey

BRACHINA GORGE
World Heritage Geological Trail

TURN RIGHT
400m

FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

Remove existing treated pine structure 
and replace with mild steel frame

N Scale 1:1000 (A3)
50m10 250 5

by

for

Western Gateway Concept
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park  

2 December 2020
C1b

Flinders Ranges World Heritage - Brachina Gorge

BRACHINA GORGE GEOLOGICAL TRAIL
IKARA-FLINDERS RANGES NATIONAL PARK
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE 
DESIGN INTENT
The Brachina Gorge western gateway is accessed from the Outback Way. 
This western route into the Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park will 
become increasingly popular due to access roads further north being 
bituminised. A remote electronic road condition sign is to be located close 
to this intersection to provide up to date road Brachina Gorge Road access 
information. Similar to the eastern Flinders Ranges Way this location is to 
be upgraded to include a strong Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park and 
Brachina Gorge geological trail gateway experience. The Ikara-Flinders 
Ranges National Park rock feature signage already exists at this location. 
An additional road island and signage including three large timber 
interpretation totems are to invite the visitor towards the elevated gateway 
interpretation viewing area. On the level viewing area, the existing treated 
timber framed shelter is to be replaced with a mild steel shelter to allow 
360-degree landscape views and shaded seating. The shelter is to include 
internet relay infrastructure for geology app download for QR code 
information provided at each geological element. The western gateway 
parking area is to include 8 iconic mild steel interpretation posts (2 m 
high). These posts are to provide geological interpretation introducing the 
visitor to the Brachina Gorge and broader Ikara-Flinders Ranges 
geological context. Existing interpretation is to be transferred onto the 
new interpretation posts. One post is to provide park access fees 
information and access to Brachina Gorge download App that can be used 
at each Geological Element interpretive post to provide further detailed 
information, visuals to enhance the visitor experience. There is opportunity 
to provide Adnyamathanha welcome and farewell as you enter/exit the 
Park, plus local art heritage interpretation that may include: - sculpture, 
seating, or rock carving, etc. The creative and spatial gateway area will 
provide visitors with a sense of expectation and Brachina gorge 
geological, landscape and heritage context. The existing shelter located 
200m east of the gateway is to be retained to include general national 
park (safety) information, a water point, and campsite use refuse bins.

EASTERN GATEWAY ELEMENTS
 Remove existing treated pine frame shelter; replace with similar sized mile 

steel frame shelter with open three sides to connect to views and 
surrounding interpretation area

 Retain existing Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park stone wall feature
 Provide 3 x 3m large gateway signage posts to lead people up towards the 

interpretation area to include:
  1. Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
  2. Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
  3. Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
 Provide seating furniture at interpretation area: 
 Local artistic interpretation opportunity
 Provide level gravel area surrounding new shelter and interpretation posts
 Remote electronic road condition sign at Outback Way Highway turn-off

GEOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION 
 Provide 8 interpretation posts (2m high) interpreting Flinders Ranges 

Geological Timeline - The timber interpretation posts to include 
interpretation on 13 Brachina Gorge World Heritage Geological Elements 
plus the 34 Serial Element Context

 Provide internet relay / access and QR code for Geology Trail App 
download

t

ADNYAMATHANHA WELCOME & ARTWORK
 Sculpture
 Seating Furniture
 Carving

VEHICLE PARKING
 Formalise existing right-angle parking with additional cypress pine bollards
 Retain existing mild steel pine bollards

SECONDARY SHELTER
 Retain existing shelter 200m east from western entry for water and general 

park information
 Include western refuse area and screening

Brachina Gorge
Western Gateway

The Brachina Gorge western gateway is accessed from the Outback Way. This 
western route into the Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park will become increasingly 
popular due to access roads further north being bituminised. A remote electronic 
road condition sign is to be located close to this intersection to provide up to date 
Brachina Gorge Road access information. Similar to the Eastern Flinders Ranges 
Way gateway, this location is to be upgraded to include a strong Ikara-Flinders 
Ranges National Park and Brachina Gorge geological trail gateway experience. 
The Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park rock feature signage already exists at this 
location. An additional road island and three large interpretive posts are used to 
invite the visitor towards the elevated gateway interpretation viewing area. On the 
level viewing area, the existing shelter is to be retained with openings provided 
for 360-degree landscape views and shaded seating. The western gateway is 
to include 8 iconic mild steel interpretation posts (2 m high). These posts are to 
provide geological interpretation introducing the visitor to the Brachina Gorge and 
broader Ikara-Flinders Ranges geological context. Existing interpretation is to be 
transferred onto the new interpretation posts. One post is to provide park access 
fees information and access to Brachina Gorge download App that can be used at 
each Geological Element interpretive post to provide further detailed information, 
visuals to enhance the visitor experience.

The existing shelter located 200m east of the gateway is to be retained to include 
general national park (safety) information, a water point, and campsite use refuse 
bins. The existing treated pine shelter is to be upgraded with a new mild steel 
framed shelter for improved shade, seating amenity, and park information.

There is opportunity to provide Adnyamathanha welcome and farewell, plus local 
art & interpretation. The creative spatial gateway area will provide visitors with a 
sense of anticipation & Brachina Gorge geological, landscape & heritage context.

Western Gateway Elements
 » Remove existing treated pine frame shelter; replace with similar sized mild  

 steel frame shelter with open three sides to connect to views and surrounding  
 interpretation area, 
 » Retain existing Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park stone wall feature
 » Provide 3x3m large gateway signage posts to lead people up towards the   

 interpretation area
 » Provide level gravel area surrounding new shelter and interpretation posts
 » Remote electronic road condition sign at Outback Way Highway turnoff

Geological Interpretation
 » 8 x 2m interpretation posts interpreting Flinders Ranges Geological    

Timeline and 13 Brachina Gorge World Heritage Geological Elements
 » Provide internet relay / access and QR code for Geology Trail App download

Adnyamathanha Welcome and Cultural Artwork
 » Adnyamathanha welcome and farewall road side sign ahead of site entry
 » Sculpture, furniture, engraving and/or carving

Carpark
 » Formalise existing right angle parking with additional cypress pine bollards
 » Retain existing mild steel bollards

Secondary Shelter
 » Retain existing shelter 200m east from western entry for water and general park 

information
 » Include western refuse area and mild steel screening

3.43.6
3.8

3.103.11
3.12

3.13

3.3
3.7

3.5

Eastern 
Gateway

Western 
Gateway

Trezona 
Campsite

Andu 
Scree 
Slope

Montage: TRC
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BRACHINA GORGE
World Heritage Geological Trail

TURN LEFT
400m

BUNYROO GORGE
World Heritage Geological Trail

TURN RIGHT
400m

SHAREDZONE

40Bunyeroo Gorge
Brachina Gorge Geology Trail 
Information Area

FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
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Geology 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WORLD 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Ranges

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
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Bunyeroo Road

Brachina Gorge Road 29km

Bunyeroo 
Gorge Gateway

Existing Cypress Pine bollards

Flin
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Ran
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Bunyeroo GorgeP

Brachina Gorge 27.3km

3 x 3m large gateway signage posts 
1. Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
 2. Flinders Ranges World Heritage
 3. Ikara - Flinders Ranges National Park

Road Condition Sign

Retain existing shelter for general park 
information. Provide internet relay / access for 
Geology Trail App download. 
Provide gravel laydown. 
Provide seating furniture - local artistic 
opportunity.
3 interpretation posts;
   - Flinders Ranges Geology Timeline
  - Flinders Ranges Geology Overview

Proposed Cypress Pine bollards

Wilpena Pound 9km

Remove existing static
road condition signage

Visitor refuse bins

Upalinna Track

Example 2m high interpretation posts

Provide remote electronic
road condition sign

Provide gravel, geological interpretation and 
artistic element to upgrade existing shelter

Visitor refuse bins

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
DESIGN INTENT
The Bunyeroo Gorge Road eastern gateway is a 
secondary access to Brachina Gorge and the 
geological trail from Flinders Ranges Way. This 
location is to be upgraded to include the Brachina 
Gorge geological trail gateway experience by 
inclusion of three large signage posts. 
The existing shelter and parking pullover area is to 
be is to be retained with internet relay / access for 
geology app download for QR code information. The 
shelter is to include general national park (safety) 
information, a non potable water point, and campsite 
use refuse bins. 
3 mild steel interpretation posts (2 m high) to provide 
geological interpretation introducing the visitor to the 
Brachina Gorge and broader Flinders Ranges 
geological context. There is also opportunity to 
provide Adnyamathanha welcome, plus local art 
heritage interpretation that may include: - sculpture, 
seating, or rock carving, etc. Although secondary, this 
gateway area will also provide visitors with a sense of 
expectation and Brachina gorge geological, 
landscape and heritage context.
A remote electronic road condition sign is to be 
provided to include up to date road access 
information including turnaround. 
BUNYEROO GORGE ROAD ENTRY ELEMENTS
 Retain existing Shelter; for general national park visitor 

information
 Provide 3 large gateway signage posts
1.  Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
2.  Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
3.  Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
 Provide seating furniture - local artistic opportunity
 Retain existing shelter for general park information
 Provide level gravel area
 Provide remote electronic road condition sign
a

GEOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION 
 3 interpretation posts (2m);
   - Flinders Ranges Geology Timeline
  - Flinders Ranges Geology Overview
  - Adnyamathanha Welcome & Farewell
 Provide internet relay / access and QR code for Geology 

Trail App and Park fees download
ADNYAMATHANHA WELCOME & ARTWORK
 Sculpture
 Seating Furniture
 Engraving
 Carving

N Scale 1:1000 (A3)
50m10 250 5
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Bunyeroo Gorge 
Gateway Concept

Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park  

2 December 2020
C1b

Flinders Ranges World Heritage - Brachina Gorge

BRACHINA GORGE
World Heritage Geological Trail

TURN LEFT
400m

BUNYROO GORGE
World Heritage Geological Trail

TURN RIGHT
400m

SHAREDZONE

40Bunyeroo Gorge
Brachina Gorge Geology Trail 
Information Area

FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
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For more information 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visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
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Bunyeroo Road

Brachina Gorge Road 29km

Bunyeroo 
Gorge Gateway

Existing 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Bunyeroo GorgeP

Brachina Gorge 27.3km

3 x 3m large gateway signage posts 
1. Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
 2. Flinders Ranges World Heritage
 3. Ikara - Flinders Ranges National Park

Road Condition Sign

Retain existing shelter for general park 
information. Provide internet relay / access for 
Geology Trail App download. 
Provide gravel laydown. 
Provide seating furniture - local artistic 
opportunity.
3 interpretation posts;
   - Flinders Ranges Geology Timeline
  - Flinders Ranges Geology Overview

Proposed Cypress Pine bollards

Wilpena Pound 9km

Remove existing static
road condition signage

Visitor refuse bins

Upalinna Track

Example 2m high interpretation posts

Provide remote electronic
road condition sign

Provide gravel, geological interpretation and 
artistic element to upgrade existing shelter

Visitor refuse bins

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
DESIGN INTENT
The Bunyeroo Gorge Road eastern gateway is a 
secondary access to Brachina Gorge and the 
geological trail from Flinders Ranges Way. This 
location is to be upgraded to include the Brachina 
Gorge geological trail gateway experience by 
inclusion of three large signage posts. 
The existing shelter and parking pullover area is to 
be is to be retained with internet relay / access for 
geology app download for QR code information. The 
shelter is to include general national park (safety) 
information, a non potable water point, and campsite 
use refuse bins. 
3 mild steel interpretation posts (2 m high) to provide 
geological interpretation introducing the visitor to the 
Brachina Gorge and broader Flinders Ranges 
geological context. There is also opportunity to 
provide Adnyamathanha welcome, plus local art 
heritage interpretation that may include: - sculpture, 
seating, or rock carving, etc. Although secondary, this 
gateway area will also provide visitors with a sense of 
expectation and Brachina gorge geological, 
landscape and heritage context.
A remote electronic road condition sign is to be 
provided to include up to date road access 
information including turnaround. 
BUNYEROO GORGE ROAD ENTRY ELEMENTS
 Retain existing Shelter; for general national park visitor 

information
 Provide 3 large gateway signage posts
1.  Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
2.  Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
3.  Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
 Provide seating furniture - local artistic opportunity
 Retain existing shelter for general park information
 Provide level gravel area
 Provide remote electronic road condition sign
a

GEOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION 
 3 interpretation posts (2m);
   - Flinders Ranges Geology Timeline
  - Flinders Ranges Geology Overview
  - Adnyamathanha Welcome & Farewell
 Provide internet relay / access and QR code for Geology 

Trail App and Park fees download
ADNYAMATHANHA WELCOME & ARTWORK
 Sculpture
 Seating Furniture
 Engraving
 Carving

N Scale 1:1000 (A3)
50m10 250 5

by

for

Bunyeroo Gorge 
Gateway Concept

Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park  

2 December 2020
C1b

Flinders Ranges World Heritage - Brachina Gorge

Bunyeroo Rd Gateway

The Bunyeroo Gorge Road eastern gateway is a secondary access to Brachina 
Gorge and the geological trail from Flinders Ranges Way. This location is to be 
upgraded to include the Brachina Gorge geological trail gateway experience by 
inclusion of three large signage posts.

The existing shelter and parking pullover area is to be is to be retained with internet 
relay/access infrastructure for geology app download for QR code information. 
The shelter is to include general national park (safety) information, a non-potable 
water point, and campsite use refuse bins. 

3 interpretation posts (2 m high) to provide geological interpretation introducing 
the visitor to the Brachina Gorge and broader Ikara-Flinders Ranges geological 
context. There is also opportunity to provide Adnyamathanha welcome, plus local 
art heritage interpretation that may include: - sculpture, seating, or rock carving, 
etc. Although secondary, this gateway area will also provide visitors with a sense 
of expectation and Brachina gorge geological, landscape and heritage context.

A remote electronic road condition sign is to be provided to include up to date road 
access information. 

Bunyeroo Road Entry Elements
 » Retain existing Shelter for general national park visitor information
 » Provide 3x3m large gateway interpretive posts 
 » Provide seating furniture - local artistic opportunity
 » Provide level gravel area
 » Provide remote electronic road condition sign

Geological Interpretation
 » 3 x 2m interpretation posts 

  1. Flinders Ranges Geology Timeline
  2. Flinders Geology Overview
  3.Adnyamathanha Welcome & Farewell
 » Provide internet relay/access and QR code for Geology Trail App download

Adnyamathanha Welcome and Cultural Artwork
 » Sculpture
 » Seating Furniture
 » Engraving
 » Carving

Vehicle Parking
 » Extend existing parallel vehicle parking on bohth sides
 » Extend existing Cypress pine bollards

Refuse Area
 » Provide visitor refuse area with mild steel framed, corrugated iron clad screen

3.43.6
3.8

3.103.11
3.12

3.13

3.3
3.7

3.5

Eastern 
Gateway

Western 
Gateway

Trezona 
Campsite

Andu 
Scree 
Slope

3C
(29km)

Montage: TRC
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Youngoona HutP

SHAREDZONE

10 Youngoona Hut
Brachina Gorge Geology Trail 
Trail Head and Information AreaP

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

YOUNGOONA HUT
Brachina Gorge Geological Trail

TURN LEFT
400m

TURN RIGHT
400m

YOUNGOONA HUT
Brachina Gorge Geological Trail

400 m /
2 km

Youngoona Trail Head & 
Geological Interpretation

Enorama Creek

Youngoona Camp Site 300m
Brachina Gorge Road 600mm

Incorporate existing trail wayfinding with:
- Site geology

- Adnyamathanha / pioneering heritage
- Site ecology

Tre
zo
na
 Lo

op
 W
alk

Wayfinding signs on Brachina Gorge Road intersection

Geological Trail (loop)

Youngoona Hut: replace 
bollards with cypress pine and 
update interpretation signage

Youngoona Hut: replace bollards with 
cypress pine and update interpretation 

signage using mild steel interpretative post

Trezona and Geological Trail Loop Walk

3.4 Stromatolite 
bioherm geological  
interpretative post. 
Place above main 

creek channel

3.3 Mawson 
limestone geological 
interpretative post. 
Place above main 

creek channel

Geological Trail
wayfinding post / rock marker - 
Aluminium trail markers located on 
rock using thermally removable 
epoxy adhesive.

Example interpretation posts
Geological trail follows creek

Move and incorporate 
existing trail head 
wayfinding with 

interpretation posts

Three Capes Track example
seating furniture - 

local artist opportunity

Trezona and Geological 

Trail Loop W
alk

Geological Trail
Wayfinding post / rock marker

YOUNGOONA HUT Concept 
3.3 Mawson limestone

3.4 Stromatolite bioherm

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
Geo Experience
The Youngoona Hut geological elements are located within 
and alongside Enorama Creek, 600m off the Brachina Gorge 
Road and 4.1km from Flinders Ranges Way eastern entry. 
Both geological elements provide evidence of a very active 
period 650 Ma. a period when the diversity of microbial 
structures had increased along with the amount of oxygen, 
just prior the second Sturt glaciation. 3.3 Mawson limestone 
is located within the creek and when splashed with water 
highlight the microbial mats, fine biogenic structures that 
existed at this time. The 3.4 Stromatolite Bioherm are easy to 
define exciting structures. They provide evidence of the 
domed microbial mat cyanobacteria communities which 
thrived in warm shallow oceans during earths period of 
increased oxygenation. These two geological sites are 
accessed by a 1.5 km loop walking trail that follows along the 
creek and returning as part of the establish Trezona Walk 
Trail. The trail head located at the Youngoona Hut heritage 
ruin and carpark includes interpretative posts on the areas of 
geology, ecology, pioneering and Adnyamathanha heritage. 
Existing trail head wayfinding is to be moved and 
incorporated with proposed interpretation posts. The trail 
head also includes opportunity to showcase local art in the 
form of seating or sculpture. The trail head facilities are 
located on level compacted gravel to provide universal 
access and comfort across this elevated area. From here 
visitors are able to experience a class 3 loop trail down to 
Enorama Creek and the 3.3 Mawson limestone and 3.4 
Stromatolite Bioherm geological elements. Both of these 
elements have timber totems to provide site detail 
interpretation. The rusted red-brown narrow posts are 
unobtrusive forms in the landscape, however intriguing 
elements to provide the site with a suitable level of 
expectation and valued importance. Access to the 
Youngoona Hut parking area is via a 4WD (2WD in fine 
weather) gravel track off the main Brachina Gorge Road. 
Access to this area, including the Youngoona Camp Site 
from the eastern entry would be considered suitable for 
most of the year as it is located prior the road making its way 
through a myriad of Brachina creek crossings.
Geo Site Elements
 Move and incorporate existing Trezona Circuit Trail Head 

wayfinding with proposed interpretation posts 
 Provide level gravelled interpretation / wayfinding area
 Provide level gravel path to Youngoona Hut ruin, update 

interpretation with 2m interpretation post and replace bollards 
with Cypress Pine bollards

 Define existing parallel vehicle parking area level site with gravel 
and extending existing Cypress Pine bollards

 Local artistic opportunity - i.e. the provision of seating furniture, 
sculpture, engraving, carving, etc.

Geo Interpretation 
 2m interpretation post 3.3 Mawson limestone & 3.4 Stromatolite 

bioherm interpretation
 2m interpretation post 3.3 Mawson limestone
 2m interpretation post 3.4 Stromatolite bioherm
 2 Geo Markers on rock / post  

N Scale 1:1000 (A3)
50m10 250 5

by

for

Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park  

2 December 2020
C1b

Flinders Ranges World Heritage - Brachina Gorge

Youngoona HutP

SHAREDZONE

10 Youngoona Hut
Brachina Gorge Geology Trail 
Trail Head and Information AreaP

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

YOUNGOONA HUT
Brachina Gorge Geological Trail

TURN LEFT
400m

TURN RIGHT
400m

YOUNGOONA HUT
Brachina Gorge Geological Trail

400 m /
2 km

Youngoona Trail Head & 
Geological Interpretation

Enorama Creek

Youngoona Camp Site 300m
Brachina Gorge Road 600mm

Incorporate existing trail wayfinding with:
- Site geology

- Adnyamathanha / pioneering heritage
- Site ecology

Tre
zo
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op
 W
alk

Wayfinding signs on Brachina Gorge Road intersection

Geological Trail (loop)

Youngoona Hut: replace 
bollards with cypress pine and 
update interpretation signage

Youngoona Hut: replace bollards with 
cypress pine and update interpretation 

signage using mild steel interpretative post

Trezona and Geological Trail Loop Walk

3.4 Stromatolite 
bioherm geological  
interpretative post. 
Place above main 

creek channel

3.3 Mawson 
limestone geological 
interpretative post. 
Place above main 

creek channel

Geological Trail
wayfinding post / rock marker - 
Aluminium trail markers located on 
rock using thermally removable 
epoxy adhesive.

Example interpretation posts
Geological trail follows creek

Move and incorporate 
existing trail head 
wayfinding with 

interpretation posts

Three Capes Track example
seating furniture - 

local artist opportunity

Trezona and Geological 

Trail Loop W
alk

Geological Trail
Wayfinding post / rock marker

YOUNGOONA HUT Concept 
3.3 Mawson limestone

3.4 Stromatolite bioherm

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
Geo Experience
The Youngoona Hut geological elements are located within 
and alongside Enorama Creek, 600m off the Brachina Gorge 
Road and 4.1km from Flinders Ranges Way eastern entry. 
Both geological elements provide evidence of a very active 
period 650 Ma. a period when the diversity of microbial 
structures had increased along with the amount of oxygen, 
just prior the second Sturt glaciation. 3.3 Mawson limestone 
is located within the creek and when splashed with water 
highlight the microbial mats, fine biogenic structures that 
existed at this time. The 3.4 Stromatolite Bioherm are easy to 
define exciting structures. They provide evidence of the 
domed microbial mat cyanobacteria communities which 
thrived in warm shallow oceans during earths period of 
increased oxygenation. These two geological sites are 
accessed by a 1.5 km loop walking trail that follows along the 
creek and returning as part of the establish Trezona Walk 
Trail. The trail head located at the Youngoona Hut heritage 
ruin and carpark includes interpretative posts on the areas of 
geology, ecology, pioneering and Adnyamathanha heritage. 
Existing trail head wayfinding is to be moved and 
incorporated with proposed interpretation posts. The trail 
head also includes opportunity to showcase local art in the 
form of seating or sculpture. The trail head facilities are 
located on level compacted gravel to provide universal 
access and comfort across this elevated area. From here 
visitors are able to experience a class 3 loop trail down to 
Enorama Creek and the 3.3 Mawson limestone and 3.4 
Stromatolite Bioherm geological elements. Both of these 
elements have timber totems to provide site detail 
interpretation. The rusted red-brown narrow posts are 
unobtrusive forms in the landscape, however intriguing 
elements to provide the site with a suitable level of 
expectation and valued importance. Access to the 
Youngoona Hut parking area is via a 4WD (2WD in fine 
weather) gravel track off the main Brachina Gorge Road. 
Access to this area, including the Youngoona Camp Site 
from the eastern entry would be considered suitable for 
most of the year as it is located prior the road making its way 
through a myriad of Brachina creek crossings.
Geo Site Elements
 Move and incorporate existing Trezona Circuit Trail Head 

wayfinding with proposed interpretation posts 
 Provide level gravelled interpretation / wayfinding area
 Provide level gravel path to Youngoona Hut ruin, update 

interpretation with 2m interpretation post and replace bollards 
with Cypress Pine bollards

 Define existing parallel vehicle parking area level site with gravel 
and extending existing Cypress Pine bollards

 Local artistic opportunity - i.e. the provision of seating furniture, 
sculpture, engraving, carving, etc.

Geo Interpretation 
 2m interpretation post 3.3 Mawson limestone & 3.4 Stromatolite 

bioherm interpretation
 2m interpretation post 3.3 Mawson limestone
 2m interpretation post 3.4 Stromatolite bioherm
 2 Geo Markers on rock / post 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10 Youngoona Hut
Brachina Gorge Geology Trail 
Trail Head and Information AreaP

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

YOUNGOONA HUT
Brachina Gorge Geological Trail

TURN LEFT
400m

TURN RIGHT
400m

YOUNGOONA HUT
Brachina Gorge Geological Trail

400 m /
2 km

Youngoona Trail Head & 
Geological Interpretation

Enorama Creek

Youngoona Camp Site 300m
Brachina Gorge Road 600mm

Incorporate existing trail wayfinding with:
- Site geology

- Adnyamathanha / pioneering heritage
- Site ecology

Tre
zo
na
 Lo

op
 W
alk

Wayfinding signs on Brachina Gorge Road intersection

Geological Trail (loop)

Youngoona Hut: replace 
bollards with cypress pine and 
update interpretation signage

Youngoona Hut: replace bollards with 
cypress pine and update interpretation 

signage using mild steel interpretative post

Trezona and Geological Trail Loop Walk

3.4 Stromatolite 
bioherm geological  
interpretative post. 
Place above main 

creek channel

3.3 Mawson 
limestone geological 
interpretative post. 
Place above main 

creek channel

Geological Trail
wayfinding post / rock marker - 
Aluminium trail markers located on 
rock using thermally removable 
epoxy adhesive.

Example interpretation posts
Geological trail follows creek

Move and incorporate 
existing trail head 
wayfinding with 

interpretation posts

Three Capes Track example
seating furniture - 

local artist opportunity

Trezona and Geological 

Trail Loop W
alk

Geological Trail
Wayfinding post / rock marker

YOUNGOONA HUT Concept 
3.3 Mawson limestone

3.4 Stromatolite bioherm

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
Geo Experience
The Youngoona Hut geological elements are located within 
and alongside Enorama Creek, 600m off the Brachina Gorge 
Road and 4.1km from Flinders Ranges Way eastern entry. 
Both geological elements provide evidence of a very active 
period 650 Ma. a period when the diversity of microbial 
structures had increased along with the amount of oxygen, 
just prior the second Sturt glaciation. 3.3 Mawson limestone 
is located within the creek and when splashed with water 
highlight the microbial mats, fine biogenic structures that 
existed at this time. The 3.4 Stromatolite Bioherm are easy to 
define exciting structures. They provide evidence of the 
domed microbial mat cyanobacteria communities which 
thrived in warm shallow oceans during earths period of 
increased oxygenation. These two geological sites are 
accessed by a 1.5 km loop walking trail that follows along the 
creek and returning as part of the establish Trezona Walk 
Trail. The trail head located at the Youngoona Hut heritage 
ruin and carpark includes interpretative posts on the areas of 
geology, ecology, pioneering and Adnyamathanha heritage. 
Existing trail head wayfinding is to be moved and 
incorporated with proposed interpretation posts. The trail 
head also includes opportunity to showcase local art in the 
form of seating or sculpture. The trail head facilities are 
located on level compacted gravel to provide universal 
access and comfort across this elevated area. From here 
visitors are able to experience a class 3 loop trail down to 
Enorama Creek and the 3.3 Mawson limestone and 3.4 
Stromatolite Bioherm geological elements. Both of these 
elements have timber totems to provide site detail 
interpretation. The rusted red-brown narrow posts are 
unobtrusive forms in the landscape, however intriguing 
elements to provide the site with a suitable level of 
expectation and valued importance. Access to the 
Youngoona Hut parking area is via a 4WD (2WD in fine 
weather) gravel track off the main Brachina Gorge Road. 
Access to this area, including the Youngoona Camp Site 
from the eastern entry would be considered suitable for 
most of the year as it is located prior the road making its way 
through a myriad of Brachina creek crossings.
Geo Site Elements
 Move and incorporate existing Trezona Circuit Trail Head 

wayfinding with proposed interpretation posts 
 Provide level gravelled interpretation / wayfinding area
 Provide level gravel path to Youngoona Hut ruin, update 

interpretation with 2m interpretation post and replace bollards 
with Cypress Pine bollards

 Define existing parallel vehicle parking area level site with gravel 
and extending existing Cypress Pine bollards

 Local artistic opportunity - i.e. the provision of seating furniture, 
sculpture, engraving, carving, etc.

Geo Interpretation 
 2m interpretation post 3.3 Mawson limestone & 3.4 Stromatolite 

bioherm interpretation
 2m interpretation post 3.3 Mawson limestone
 2m interpretation post 3.4 Stromatolite bioherm
 2 Geo Markers on rock / post  

N Scale 1:1000 (A3)
50m10 250 5

by

for

Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park  

2 December 2020
C1b

Flinders Ranges World Heritage - 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3.3, 3.4

3.3 Mawson limestone 
3.4 Stromatolite Bioherm
The Youngoona Hut geological elements are located within and alongside Enorama 
Creek, 600m off the Brachina Gorge Road and 4.1km from Flinders Ranges Way 
eastern entry. Both of these geological elements provide evidence of a very active 
period 650 Ma. A period when the diversity of microbial structures had increased 
along with the amount of oxygen, just prior the second Sturt glaciation.

3.3 Mawson limestone is located within the creek and when splashed with water 
highlights the microbial mats, fine biogenic structures that existed at this time. 

The 3.4 Stromatolite Bioherm are easy to define exciting structures. They provide 
evidence of the domed microbial mat cyanobacteria communities which thrived in 
warm shallow oceans during earths period of increased oxygenation.

These two geological sites are accessed by a 1.5 km loop walking trail that follows 
along the creek and returning as part of the established Trezona Walk Trail. The trail 
head located at the Youngoona Hut heritage ruin and carpark includes interpretive 
posts on the areas of geology,ecology and pioneering and Adnyamathanha 
heritage. Existing trail head wayfinding is to be moved and incorporated with 
proposed interpretation posts. The trail head also includes opportunity to showcase 
local art in the form of seating or sculpture. The trail head facilities are located 
on level compacted gravel to provide universal access and comfort across this 
elevated area. From here visitors are able to experience a class 3 loop trail down 
to Enorama Creek and the 3.3 Mawson limestone and 3.4 Stromatolite Bioherm 
geological elements. Both of these elements have interpretive posts to provide 
site detail interpretation. The rusted interpretive posts are unobtrusive forms in the 
landscape, however intriguing elements to provide the site with a suitable level of 
expectation and valued importance. Access to the Youngoona Hut parking area is 
via a 4WD (2WD in fine weather) gravel track off the main Brachina Gorge Road. 
Access to this area, including the Youngoon Camp Site from the eastern entry 
would be considered suitable for most of the year as it is located prior the road 
making its way through a myriad of Brachina creek crossings.

Geo Site Elements
 » 2m Trail Head Wayfinding interpretation post
 »  Move and incorporate existing Trezona Circuit Trailhead wayfinding with   

 proposed interpretation posts.
 » Provide level gravelled interpretation/wayfinding area
 » Provide level gravel path to Youngoona Hut ruin, update interpretation with 2m  

 totem and replace bollards with cypress pine bollards
 » Local artistic opportunity ie. furniture, sculpture, engraving etc. 

Geological Interpretation
 » 3x 2m Trail Head Interpretation post - 3.3 & 3.4
 » 2x 2.0m Site Interpretation post- 3.3 & 3.4
 » 2x Geomarkers on rock/post

Adnyamathanha Welcome and Cultural Artwork
 » 2.4m Trail Head Wayfinding - Adnyamathanha interpretation
 » Local artistic opportunity - furniture, sculpture etc.

Carpark
 » Define existing parallel vehicle parking area, level site with gravel and extend 

and supplement existing cypress pine bollards

3.43.6
3.8

3.103.11
3.12

3.13

3.3
3.7

3.5

Eastern 
Gateway

Western 
Gateway

Trezona 
Campsite

Andu 
Scree 
Slope



32.

GOLDEN SPIKE
Brachina Gorge Geological Trail

TURN LEFT
400m

TURN RIGHT
400m

GOLDEN SPIKE
Brachina Gorge Geological Trail

SHAREDZONE

10 Golden Spike
Brachina George Geology Trail 
Trail Head and Information AreaP

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

200 m /
600 m

200 m /
600 m

GSSP 
Golden Spike

Trail Head

Enorama Creek

3 interpretation posts including:
2 Geological
1 Trail wayfinding, and
1 Artistic feature - local artist 
opportunity

Golden Spike Loop Trail

Cypress pine bollards and 
gravel to formalise carpark

Trez
ona 

Loop
 Walk

Geological Trail wayfinding post / rock marker - 
Aluminium trail markers located on rock using 
thermally removable epoxy adhesive or on post

3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site (Golden Spike)
Geological Trail interpretative and wayfinding post 
/ rock marker to be located above the creek line
Replace existing trail head with interpretation and 
wayfinding signs
Retain GSSP marker and discuss pros/cons of 
repairing geo core samples

Example sculpture art inspiration 
Source: Toolangi Sculpture Trail

Geological tra
il follows creek

Fill and rehabilitate 
gravel pit

Example interpretation posts
3.5 Elatina Glaciation

3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site (Golden Spike) 
3.7 Cap carbonate, Enorama Creek 

Youngoona Hut 3.7 km
Youngoona Camp Site 4 km

Trezona 
Camp Site 
800 m

Additional Golden Spike and Brachina 
Gorge geological trail signage trail head 
signage on Trezona campsite road and 
on Brachina Gorge Road

3.5 Elatina Glaciation
Geological Trail 
interpretative post

3.7 Cap Carbonates Enorama Creek 
Geological Trail interpretative post 
above creek - to be site truthed

GOLDEN SPIKE Concept
3.5 Elatina Glaciation

3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site
3.7 Cap carbonate, Enorama Creek 

N Scale 1:2000 (A3)
100m20 500 10

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
Geo Experience
3 geological elements are located alongside Enorama 
Creek, 800m from the Trezona Campsite. The geological 
elements in this area identify the end of the Elatina 
glaciation, Cryogenian Period and the start of the Ediacaran 
Period, the emergence of animal fossils on Earth between 
580-542 Ma. The Global Stratotype Section and Point 
(GSSP) identifies the international significance of the Flinders 
Ranges geological sequences. This area is required to be 
suitably celebrated through appropriate interpretation and 
enhanced visitor experience. The trail head and carpark are 
accessed from the Trezona Campsite and Brachina Gorge 
Road. The trail head includes 2m high mild steel 
interpretation posts for the three geology elements. The trail 
head also includes opportunity to showcase local art in the 
form of seating or sculpture and wayfinding signage. The 
trail head facilities is located on level compacted gravel 
alongside the carpark to provide universal access across this 
elevated area. An existing gravel pit is located adjacent this 
carpark and is required to be filled and rehabilitated with 
topsoil that contains a local seed pool. Planting of endemic 
plant species to be undertaken, as required. Visitors are able 
to experience a 600m class 3 loop trail which partly includes 
300m of the Trezona Trail and returning alongside Enorama 
Creek. The 3.5 Elatina Glaciation, 3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site 
(Golden Spike) and 3.7 Cap carbonate geological elements 
are found in Enorama Creek. A site interpretation post is 
located on the creek bank above the waterline to provide 
suitable interpretation for all three geological sites. The 
Golden Spike requires consideration regarding placement of 
the interpretation post to provide a suitable level of 
expectation and valued importance. Access to the Golden 
Spike parking area is via a good 4WD (2WD in fine weather) 
gravel track off the main Brachina Gorge Road. Access to 
this area from the eastern entry would be considered 
suitable for most of the year.
Geo Site Elements
 Formalise carpark area with level gravel and Cypress 

Pine bollards
 Provide level gravelled interpretation area
 Opportunity for local artistic element - i.e. the provision 

of seating furniture, sculpture, engraving, carving, etc.
 Provide 2m wayfinding interpretation post for golden 

spike loop trail
 Geo Markers on rock / post 
3

Geo Interpretation
 3 x 2m interpretation posts
 3.5 Elatina Glaciation
 3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site (Golden Spike) 
 3.7 Cap carbonate, Enorama Creek
  

by

for

Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park  

2 December 2020
C1b

Flinders Ranges World Heritage - Brachina Gorge

GOLDEN SPIKE
Brachina Gorge Geological Trail

TURN LEFT
400m

TURN RIGHT
400m

GOLDEN SPIKE
Brachina Gorge Geological Trail

SHAREDZONE

10 Golden Spike
Brachina George Geology Trail 
Trail Head and Information AreaP

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

200 m /
600 m

200 m /
600 m

GSSP 
Golden Spike

Trail Head

Enorama Creek

3 interpretation posts including:
2 Geological
1 Trail wayfinding, and
1 Artistic feature - local artist 
opportunity

Golden Spike Loop Trail

Cypress pine bollards and 
gravel to formalise carpark

Trez
ona 

Loop
 Walk

Geological Trail wayfinding post / rock marker - 
Aluminium trail markers located on rock using 
thermally removable epoxy adhesive or on post

3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site (Golden Spike)
Geological Trail interpretative and wayfinding post 
/ rock marker to be located above the creek line
Replace existing trail head with interpretation and 
wayfinding signs
Retain GSSP marker and discuss pros/cons of 
repairing geo core samples

Example sculpture art inspiration 
Source: Toolangi Sculpture Trail

Geological tra
il follows creek

Fill and rehabilitate 
gravel pit

Example interpretation posts
3.5 Elatina Glaciation

3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site (Golden Spike) 
3.7 Cap carbonate, Enorama Creek 

Youngoona Hut 3.7 km
Youngoona Camp Site 4 km

Trezona 
Camp Site 
800 m

Additional Golden Spike and Brachina 
Gorge geological trail signage trail head 
signage on Trezona campsite road and 
on Brachina Gorge Road

3.5 Elatina Glaciation
Geological Trail 
interpretative post

3.7 Cap Carbonates Enorama Creek 
Geological Trail interpretative post 
above creek - to be site truthed

GOLDEN SPIKE Concept
3.5 Elatina Glaciation

3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site
3.7 Cap carbonate, Enorama Creek 

N Scale 1:2000 (A3)
100m20 500 10

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
Geo Experience
3 geological elements are located alongside Enorama 
Creek, 800m from the Trezona Campsite. The geological 
elements in this area identify the end of the Elatina 
glaciation, Cryogenian Period and the start of the Ediacaran 
Period, the emergence of animal fossils on Earth between 
580-542 Ma. The Global Stratotype Section and Point 
(GSSP) identifies the international significance of the Flinders 
Ranges geological sequences. This area is required to be 
suitably celebrated through appropriate interpretation and 
enhanced visitor experience. The trail head and carpark are 
accessed from the Trezona Campsite and Brachina Gorge 
Road. The trail head includes 2m high mild steel 
interpretation posts for the three geology elements. The trail 
head also includes opportunity to showcase local art in the 
form of seating or sculpture and wayfinding signage. The 
trail head facilities is located on level compacted gravel 
alongside the carpark to provide universal access across this 
elevated area. An existing gravel pit is located adjacent this 
carpark and is required to be filled and rehabilitated with 
topsoil that contains a local seed pool. Planting of endemic 
plant species to be undertaken, as required. Visitors are able 
to experience a 600m class 3 loop trail which partly includes 
300m of the Trezona Trail and returning alongside Enorama 
Creek. The 3.5 Elatina Glaciation, 3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site 
(Golden Spike) and 3.7 Cap carbonate geological elements 
are found in Enorama Creek. A site interpretation post is 
located on the creek bank above the waterline to provide 
suitable interpretation for all three geological sites. The 
Golden Spike requires consideration regarding placement of 
the interpretation post to provide a suitable level of 
expectation and valued importance. Access to the Golden 
Spike parking area is via a good 4WD (2WD in fine weather) 
gravel track off the main Brachina Gorge Road. Access to 
this area from the eastern entry would be considered 
suitable for most of the year.
Geo Site Elements
 Formalise carpark area with level gravel and Cypress 

Pine bollards
 Provide level gravelled interpretation area
 Opportunity for local artistic element - i.e. the provision 

of seating furniture, sculpture, engraving, carving, etc.
 Provide 2m wayfinding interpretation post for golden 

spike loop trail
 Geo Markers on rock / post 
3

Geo Interpretation
 3 x 2m interpretation posts
 3.5 Elatina Glaciation
 3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site (Golden Spike) 
 3.7 Cap carbonate, Enorama Creek
  

by

for

Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park  

2 December 2020
C1b

Flinders Ranges World Heritage - Brachina Gorge

3.5 Elatina Glaciation
3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site (Golden Spike)
3.7 Cap carbonate, Enorama Creek
Three geological elements are located alongside Enorama Creek, 800m from the 
Trezona Campsite. The geological elements in this area identify the end of the 
Elatina glaciation, Cryogenian Period and the start of the Ediacaran Period, the 
emergence of animal fossils on Earth between 580-542 Ma. 

The Global Stratotype Section and Point (GSSP) identifies the international 
significance of the Flinders Ranges geological sequences. This area is required 
to be suitably celebrated through appropriate interpretation and enhanced visitor 
experience.The trail head and carpark are accessed from the Trezona Campsite 
and Brachina Gorge Road. The trail head includes 2m high mild steel interpretation 
posts for the three geology elements. The trail head also includes opportunity to 
showcase local art in the form of seating or sculpture and wayfinding signage. The 
trail head facilities is located on level compacted gravel alongside the carpark to 
provide universal access across this elevated area. An existing gravel pit is located 
adjacent this carpark and is required to be filled and rehabilitated with topsoil that 
contains a local seed pool. Planting of endemic plant species to be undertaken, 
as required. Visitors are able to experience a 600m class 3 loop trail which partly 
includes 300m of the Trezona Trail and returning alongside Enorama Creek. 

The 3.5 Elatina Glaciation, 3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site (Golden Spike) and 
3.7 Cap carbonate geological elements are found in Enorama Creek. A site 
interpretation post is located on the creek bank above the waterline to provide 
suitable interpretation for all three geological sites. The Golden Spike requires 
consideration regarding placement of the interpretation post to provide a suitable 
level of expectation and valued importance. Access to the Golden Spike parking 
area is via a good 4WD (2WD in fine weather) gravel track off the main Brachina 
Gorge Road. Access to this area from the eastern entry would be considered 
suitable for most of the year.

Geo Site Elements
 » Formalise carpark area with level gravel and Cypress Pine bollards
 » Provide level gravel interpretation area
 » Opportunity for local artistic opportunity ie. the provision of seating furniture,   

 sculpture, engraving, carving etc.
 » Provide 2m wayfinding interpretation post for Golden Spike Loop Trail

Geo Interpretation
 » 3 x 2m interpretation posts (3.5, 3.6, 3.7)
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GSSP Interpretive Post Montage: TRC

3.5, 3.6 & 3.7
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All campsites are
allocated
Camp sites must be bookedOnly camp in the numberedsite you have been allocated 
Visit parks.sa.gov.au or purchase at Wilpena Visitor Centre

Trezona Campsite
Geology Trail Information Area

IKARAFLINDERS RANGES
UNESCO Global Geopark

FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

200 m /
600 m

200 m /
600 m

Trezona Campsite
& Trail Head

Enorama Creek

Cypress pine bollards 
and gravel to formalise 
vehicle parking and 
camping areas

Trezona Loop Walk

En
ora

ma
 Cr
eek

Geological Trail Wayfinding - 
Aluminium trail markers 
located on rock using 
thermally removable epoxy 
adhesive or located on 
cypress pine post as suitable

Retain existing trail head 
wayfinding and 
incorporate with 3 geology 
interpretation posts
Geology interpretation 
posts
3.5 Elatina Glaciation
3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site 
(Golden Spike) 
3.7 Cap carbonate, 
Enorama Creek 

Youngoona Hut 3.7 km
Youngoona Campsite 4 km

 Geological loop trail
(Golden Spike)

Trezona Loop Walk

Establish Cypress Pine 
bollards around campsite 
area 4. Close second 
access road and 

Establish Cypress Pine 
bollards around campsite 
area 1 and rehabilitate 
outside this zone

Establish Cypress Pine 
bollards around campsite 
area 2 and rehabilitate 
outside this zone

Establish Cypress Pine 
bollards around campsite 
area 3 and rehabilitate 
outside this zone

Establish Cypress Pine 
bollards around 
campsite area 5. Close 
second access road and 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HeysenTrailRetain existing shelter and 
general park information. 

Supply and spread level gravel 
area for universal access 

Double size of existing 
toilet block for campsite, 
trail and visitor amenity

3.6 Ediacaran GSSP 
site (Golden Spike)

Campsite trail

Cam
psit

e tra
il

Example National Parks 
wayfinding signage

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
TREZONA CAMPSITE
This peaceful campground along Brachina Gorge 
Road is ideally located for several trails and loop 
walks. The campground is a short walk from the 
internationally significant geological Ediacaran 
Golden Spike. Access: 2WD and 4WD. Suitable for: 
tents, camper trailers, caravans. Facilities: long-drop 
toilet, picnic area. Campfires: allowed (seasonal fire 
restrictions apply). Number of campsites: 15 allocated 
campsites. Unpowered. Non potable water tank 
located at toilet block - NPWS cannot guarantee 
consistent water quality and supply. (NPWS website).
CAMPSITE UPGRADE
 Provide 5 broad campsite areas (indicatively 

located on concept plan), each with 3 individual 
campsites - 15 campsites in total. 

 Campsite upgrades are to consider rationalisation 
of access roads and broad camping areas - 5 
access roads and broad campsite areas are to be 
further defined, including access road 
turnarounds.

 Cypress Pine timber bollards are to define the five 
access roads and broad campsite areas.

 Areas outside the broad defined campsites are to 
be rehabilitated.

SITE ELEMENTS
 Formalise and beautify campsite entries, shelter, 

and carparks with levelled gravel and cypress 
pine bollards, as indicated. 

 Double size of existing toilet amenity block (2-4) 
for camping, trail and visitor amenity. 

 Provide level gravelled geological trail 
interpretation and carpark area.

 Provide 3 x 2m high wayfinding interpretation 
posts and incorporate existing wayfinding walking 
trails signage

GEOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION 
 3 x 2m interpretation posts:
1) interpreting Ikara-Flinders Ranges geological 

context
2) interpreting local Brachina Gorge geological 

context
  13.5 Elatina Glaciation
  3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site (Golden Spike) 
  3.7 Cap carbonate, Enorama Creek 

N Scale 1:2000 (A3)
100m20 500 10

SHAREDZONE
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Trezona Campsite 
and Trail Head Concept

Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park  

2 December 2020
C1b

Flinders Ranges World Heritage - Brachina Gorge

All campsites are
allocated
Camp sites must be bookedOnly camp in the numberedsite you have been allocated 
Visit parks.sa.gov.au or purchase at Wilpena Visitor Centre

Trezona Campsite
Geology Trail Information Area

IKARAFLINDERS RANGES
UNESCO Global Geopark

FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

200 m /
600 m

200 m /
600 m

Trezona Campsite
& Trail Head

Enorama Creek

Cypress pine bollards 
and gravel to formalise 
vehicle parking and 
camping areas

Trezona Loop Walk
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ma
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Geological Trail Wayfinding - 
Aluminium trail markers 
located on rock using 
thermally removable epoxy 
adhesive or located on 
cypress pine post as suitable

Retain existing trail head 
wayfinding and 
incorporate with 3 geology 
interpretation posts
Geology interpretation 
posts
3.5 Elatina Glaciation
3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site 
(Golden Spike) 
3.7 Cap carbonate, 
Enorama Creek 

Youngoona Hut 3.7 km
Youngoona Campsite 4 km

 Geological loop trail
(Golden Spike)

Trezona Loop Walk

Establish Cypress Pine 
bollards around campsite 
area 4. Close second 
access road and 

Establish Cypress Pine 
bollards around campsite 
area 1 and rehabilitate 
outside this zone

Establish Cypress Pine 
bollards around campsite 
area 2 and rehabilitate 
outside this zone

Establish Cypress Pine 
bollards around campsite 
area 3 and rehabilitate 
outside this zone

Establish Cypress Pine 
bollards around 
campsite area 5. Close 
second access road and 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HeysenTrailRetain existing shelter and 
general park information. 

Supply and spread level gravel 
area for universal access 

Double size of existing 
toilet block for campsite, 
trail and visitor amenity

3.6 Ediacaran GSSP 
site (Golden Spike)

Campsite trail

Cam
psit

e tra
il

Example National Parks 
wayfinding signage

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
TREZONA CAMPSITE
This peaceful campground along Brachina Gorge 
Road is ideally located for several trails and loop 
walks. The campground is a short walk from the 
internationally significant geological Ediacaran 
Golden Spike. Access: 2WD and 4WD. Suitable for: 
tents, camper trailers, caravans. Facilities: long-drop 
toilet, picnic area. Campfires: allowed (seasonal fire 
restrictions apply). Number of campsites: 15 allocated 
campsites. Unpowered. Non potable water tank 
located at toilet block - NPWS cannot guarantee 
consistent water quality and supply. (NPWS website).
CAMPSITE UPGRADE
 Provide 5 broad campsite areas (indicatively 

located on concept plan), each with 3 individual 
campsites - 15 campsites in total. 

 Campsite upgrades are to consider rationalisation 
of access roads and broad camping areas - 5 
access roads and broad campsite areas are to be 
further defined, including access road 
turnarounds.

 Cypress Pine timber bollards are to define the five 
access roads and broad campsite areas.

 Areas outside the broad defined campsites are to 
be rehabilitated.

SITE ELEMENTS
 Formalise and beautify campsite entries, shelter, 

and carparks with levelled gravel and cypress 
pine bollards, as indicated. 

 Double size of existing toilet amenity block (2-4) 
for camping, trail and visitor amenity. 

 Provide level gravelled geological trail 
interpretation and carpark area.

 Provide 3 x 2m high wayfinding interpretation 
posts and incorporate existing wayfinding walking 
trails signage

GEOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION 
 3 x 2m interpretation posts:
1) interpreting Ikara-Flinders Ranges geological 

context
2) interpreting local Brachina Gorge geological 

context
  13.5 Elatina Glaciation
  3.6 Ediacaran GSSP site (Golden Spike) 
  3.7 Cap carbonate, Enorama Creek 

N Scale 1:2000 (A3)
100m20 500 10
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Flinders Ranges World Heritage - Brachina Gorge

Trezona Campsite

This peaceful campground along Brachina Gorge Road is ideally located for several 
trails and loop walks. The campground is a short walk from the internationally-
significant geological Ediacaran Golden Spike. Access: 2WD and 4WD. Suitable 
for: tents, camper trailers, caravans. Facilities: long-drop toilet, picnic area. 
Campfires: allowed (seasonal fire restrictions apply). Number of campsites: 15 
allocated campsites. Unpowered. Non potable ater tank located at toilet block. 
NPWS cannot  guarantee consistent water quality and supply. (NPWS website)

Campsite Upgrade
 » Provide five campsite areas (indicatively located on concept plan), each with 

three individual campsites - fifteen campsites in total. 
 » Campsite upgrades are to consider rationalisation of access roads and broad 

camping areas. Five access roads and a broad campsite areas are to be 
further defined with gravel, including access road turnarounds.

 » Cypress Pine bollards are to define the five access roads and campsite areas.
 » Areas outside the broad defined campsites are to be rehabilitated.

Site Elements
 » Formalise and beautify campsite entries, shelter, and carparks with levelled 

gravel and cypress pine bollards, as indicated.
 » Double the size of existing toilet amenity block (2-4) for camping, trail and 

visitor amenity.
 » Provide level gravelled geological trail interpretation and carpark area.
 » Provide 3 x 2m high wayfinding interpretation posts for geological information 

and to incorporate existing walking trails signage.

Geological Interpretation
 » 3 x 2m interpretation posts
 »  1. Interpreting Flinders Ranges geology context
 »  2. Interpreting local Brachina Gorge geology context (3.5, 3.6, 3.7)

3.43.6
3.8

3.103.11
3.12

3.13

3.3
3.7

3.5

Eastern 
Gateway

Western 
Gateway

Trezona 
Campsite

Andu 
Scree 
Slope

Camping Treatment Precedent: Parks WA, Potters Gorge 
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Aroona Valley LookoutPTURN LEFT
400m

AROONA VALLEY LOOKOUT 
Brachina Gorge Geological Trail

SHAREDZONE

10 Aroona Valley Lookout
Brachina George Geology Trail 
Information AreaP

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

TURN RIGHT
400m

AROONA VALLEY LOOKOUT 
Brachina Gorge Geological Trail

Retain existing mild steel and 
marine wire bollards at 
ABC Range lookout

Aroona Valley 
Lookout &
interpretation area 

Brachina Creek

Provide local stone seating 
feature including 3 
interpretative posts
1) Ikara-Flinders Ranges
2) Geological context:
3.9 Acraman meteorite impact
3) Adnymanthanha heritage & 
opportunity for local artwork

Cypress pine bollards and 
gravel to formalise vehicle 

parking and protect rare flora 
in this area

ABC Range pullover to be 
upgraded and include 3.8 
Brachina Formation 
interpretative post including 
QR code information.

Sculpture art inspiration 
Source: Three Capes Track Trail Art

Elatina Creek

Brachina Gorge Ro
ad

Lookout view

Replace existing ABC 
Range sign with mild 

steel interpretative post 
to integrate with 

3.8 Brachina Formation 
Interpretation

Aro
on
a V

alle
y R

oa
d

Creative rock seating and 
interpretation posts

Lookout views

3.8 Brachina Formation

Scree Slope 1.5km

3.8 Brachina Formation  /
ABC Range Geology 
interpretation area 

Aroona Valley Lookout
3.8 Brachina Formation

3.9 Acraman meteorite impact 

N Scale 1:2500 (A3)
100m20 500 10

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
Geo Experience
Two world heritage geological elements are interpreted as 
part of the Ikara Flinders Ranges geological narrative 
within the Aroona Valley Lookout area, alongside Brachina 
Creek. The Brachina Formation hints at the early 
presence of life and includes a rich record of textured 
organic structures. This includes imprints of seafloor 
microbial mats and seaweeds. The Acraman meteorite 
impact informs of a 580 Ma event where a large 4.7 km 
wide meteorite landed north of the South Australian 
Gawler Ranges and produced a 90 km wide crater. It 
blasted rocks and dust into the Precambrian atmosphere, 
and the 1,000 km wide fallout created a distinctive 
sedimentary layer. A massive tsunami is likely to have 
followed the event.  The interpretation is provided here to 
inform Brachina Gorge Road visitors of this event as part 
of the geological narrative. Both of these sites are 
accessed from the Brachina Gorge Road. The geological 
elements are not visible from the road, however the 
narrative is acknowledged and experienced by the 
creative mild steel interpretation posts, QR code and 
vehicle pullover on two picturesque lookout areas. 3.8 
Brachina Formation on the northern side of Brachina 
Creek as part of the ABC Range interpretation, and the 
3.9 Acraman meteorite impact is acknowledged at the 
picturesque Aroona Valley Lookout. The Aroona Valley 
lookout area includes rock seating and opportunity to 
showcase local art in the form of public art sculpture. This 
elevated interpretation area is to be on a level compacted 
gravel to provide universal access alongside the carpark 
with Cypress Pine bollards protecting local rare 
vegetation.
Geo Site Elements
 Formalise vehicle parking and interpretation area with level 

gravel and extending Cypress Pine bollards
 Local artistic opportunity  i.e. the provision of seating 

furniture, sculpture, engraving, carving, etc.
 Rock seating feature including 3 interpretation posts:
   IkaraFlinders Ranges geological context
   3.9 Acraman meteorite impact
   Adnyamathanha cultural heritage
   Site ecological context
3

Geo Interpretation
 3.8 Brachina Formation
 Replace and integrate ABC Range interpretation on the 3.8 

Brachina Formation interpretation post.
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Ranges National Park  

2 December 2020
C1b

Flinders Ranges World Heritage - Brachina Gorge

Aroona Valley LookoutPTURN LEFT
400m

AROONA VALLEY LOOKOUT 
Brachina Gorge Geological Trail

SHAREDZONE

10 Aroona Valley Lookout
Brachina George Geology Trail 
Information AreaP

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

TURN RIGHT
400m

AROONA VALLEY LOOKOUT 
Brachina Gorge Geological Trail

Retain existing mild steel and 
marine wire bollards at 
ABC Range lookout

Aroona Valley 
Lookout &
interpretation area 

Brachina Creek

Provide local stone seating 
feature including 3 
interpretative posts
1) Ikara-Flinders Ranges
2) Geological context:
3.9 Acraman meteorite impact
3) Adnymanthanha heritage & 
opportunity for local artwork

Cypress pine bollards and 
gravel to formalise vehicle 

parking and protect rare flora 
in this area

ABC Range pullover to be 
upgraded and include 3.8 
Brachina Formation 
interpretative post including 
QR code information.

Sculpture art inspiration 
Source: Three Capes Track Trail Art

Elatina Creek

Brachina Gorge Ro
ad

Lookout view

Replace existing ABC 
Range sign with mild 

steel interpretative post 
to integrate with 

3.8 Brachina Formation 
Interpretation
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Creative rock seating and 
interpretation posts

Lookout views

3.8 Brachina Formation

Scree Slope 1.5km

3.8 Brachina Formation  /
ABC Range Geology 
interpretation area 

Aroona Valley Lookout
3.8 Brachina Formation

3.9 Acraman meteorite impact 

N Scale 1:2500 (A3)
100m20 500 10

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
Geo Experience
Two world heritage geological elements are interpreted as 
part of the Ikara Flinders Ranges geological narrative 
within the Aroona Valley Lookout area, alongside Brachina 
Creek. The Brachina Formation hints at the early 
presence of life and includes a rich record of textured 
organic structures. This includes imprints of seafloor 
microbial mats and seaweeds. The Acraman meteorite 
impact informs of a 580 Ma event where a large 4.7 km 
wide meteorite landed north of the South Australian 
Gawler Ranges and produced a 90 km wide crater. It 
blasted rocks and dust into the Precambrian atmosphere, 
and the 1,000 km wide fallout created a distinctive 
sedimentary layer. A massive tsunami is likely to have 
followed the event.  The interpretation is provided here to 
inform Brachina Gorge Road visitors of this event as part 
of the geological narrative. Both of these sites are 
accessed from the Brachina Gorge Road. The geological 
elements are not visible from the road, however the 
narrative is acknowledged and experienced by the 
creative mild steel interpretation posts, QR code and 
vehicle pullover on two picturesque lookout areas. 3.8 
Brachina Formation on the northern side of Brachina 
Creek as part of the ABC Range interpretation, and the 
3.9 Acraman meteorite impact is acknowledged at the 
picturesque Aroona Valley Lookout. The Aroona Valley 
lookout area includes rock seating and opportunity to 
showcase local art in the form of public art sculpture. This 
elevated interpretation area is to be on a level compacted 
gravel to provide universal access alongside the carpark 
with Cypress Pine bollards protecting local rare 
vegetation.
Geo Site Elements
 Formalise vehicle parking and interpretation area with level 

gravel and extending Cypress Pine bollards
 Local artistic opportunity  i.e. the provision of seating 

furniture, sculpture, engraving, carving, etc.
 Rock seating feature including 3 interpretation posts:
   IkaraFlinders Ranges geological context
   3.9 Acraman meteorite impact
   Adnyamathanha cultural heritage
   Site ecological context
3

Geo Interpretation
 3.8 Brachina Formation
 Replace and integrate ABC Range interpretation on the 3.8 

Brachina Formation interpretation post.
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Aroona Valley LookoutPTURN LEFT
400m

AROONA VALLEY LOOKOUT 
Brachina Gorge Geological Trail

SHAREDZONE

10 Aroona Valley Lookout
Brachina George Geology Trail 
Information AreaP

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
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RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

TURN RIGHT
400m

AROONA VALLEY LOOKOUT 
Brachina Gorge Geological Trail

Retain existing mild steel and 
marine wire bollards at 
ABC Range lookout

Aroona Valley 
Lookout &
interpretation area 

Brachina Creek

Provide local stone seating 
feature including 3 
interpretative posts
1) Ikara-Flinders Ranges
2) Geological context:
3.9 Acraman meteorite impact
3) Adnymanthanha heritage & 
opportunity for local artwork

Cypress pine bollards and 
gravel to formalise vehicle 

parking and protect rare flora 
in this area

ABC Range pullover to be 
upgraded and include 3.8 
Brachina Formation 
interpretative post including 
QR code information.

Sculpture art inspiration 
Source: Three Capes Track Trail Art

Elatina Creek

Brachina Gorge Ro
ad

Lookout view

Replace existing ABC 
Range sign with mild 

steel interpretative post 
to integrate with 

3.8 Brachina Formation 
Interpretation
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Creative rock seating and 
interpretation posts

Lookout views

3.8 Brachina Formation

Scree Slope 1.5km

3.8 Brachina Formation  /
ABC Range Geology 
interpretation area 

Aroona Valley Lookout
3.8 Brachina Formation

3.9 Acraman meteorite impact 

N Scale 1:2500 (A3)
100m20 500 10

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
Geo Experience
Two world heritage geological elements are interpreted as 
part of the Ikara Flinders Ranges geological narrative 
within the Aroona Valley Lookout area, alongside Brachina 
Creek. The Brachina Formation hints at the early 
presence of life and includes a rich record of textured 
organic structures. This includes imprints of seafloor 
microbial mats and seaweeds. The Acraman meteorite 
impact informs of a 580 Ma event where a large 4.7 km 
wide meteorite landed north of the South Australian 
Gawler Ranges and produced a 90 km wide crater. It 
blasted rocks and dust into the Precambrian atmosphere, 
and the 1,000 km wide fallout created a distinctive 
sedimentary layer. A massive tsunami is likely to have 
followed the event.  The interpretation is provided here to 
inform Brachina Gorge Road visitors of this event as part 
of the geological narrative. Both of these sites are 
accessed from the Brachina Gorge Road. The geological 
elements are not visible from the road, however the 
narrative is acknowledged and experienced by the 
creative mild steel interpretation posts, QR code and 
vehicle pullover on two picturesque lookout areas. 3.8 
Brachina Formation on the northern side of Brachina 
Creek as part of the ABC Range interpretation, and the 
3.9 Acraman meteorite impact is acknowledged at the 
picturesque Aroona Valley Lookout. The Aroona Valley 
lookout area includes rock seating and opportunity to 
showcase local art in the form of public art sculpture. This 
elevated interpretation area is to be on a level compacted 
gravel to provide universal access alongside the carpark 
with Cypress Pine bollards protecting local rare 
vegetation.
Geo Site Elements
 Formalise vehicle parking and interpretation area with level 

gravel and extending Cypress Pine bollards
 Local artistic opportunity  i.e. the provision of seating 

furniture, sculpture, engraving, carving, etc.
 Rock seating feature including 3 interpretation posts:
   IkaraFlinders Ranges geological context
   3.9 Acraman meteorite impact
   Adnyamathanha cultural heritage
   Site ecological context
3

Geo Interpretation
 3.8 Brachina Formation
 Replace and integrate ABC Range interpretation on the 3.8 

Brachina Formation interpretation post.
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- 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3.8, 3.9

3.8 Brachina Formation
3.9 Acraman meteorite impact
Two world heritage geological elements are interpreted as part of the Ikara- 
Flinders Ranges geological narrative within the Aroona Valley Lookout area, 
alongside Brachina Creek. The Brachina Formation hints at the early presence 
of life and includes a rich record of textured organic structures. This includes 
imprints of seafloor microbial mats and seaweeds. The 3.9 Acraman meteorite 
impact informs of a 580 Ma event where a large 4.7 km wide meteorite landed 
north of the South Australian Gawler Ranges and produced a 90 km wide crater. It 
blasted rocks and dust into the Precambrian atmosphere, and the 1,000 km wide 
fallout created a distinctive sedimentary layer. A massive tsunami is likely to have 
followed the event.  The interpretation is provided here to inform Brachina Gorge 
Road visitors of this event as part of the geological narrative. Both of these sites 
are accessed from the Brachina Gorge Road. The geological elements are not 
visible from the road, however the narrative is acknowledged and experienced by 
the creative interpretation posts, QR code and vehicle pullover on two picturesque 
lookout areas. 3.8 Brachina Formation on the northern side of Brachina Creek 
as part of the ABC Range interpretation, and the 3.9 Acraman meteorite impact 
is acknowledged at the picturesque Aroona Valley Lookout. The Aroona Valley 
lookout area includes rock seating and opportunity to showcase local art in the 
form of public art sculpture. This elevated interpretation area is to be on a level 
compacted gravel to provide universal access alongside the carpark with cypress 
pine bollards protecting local rare vegetation. 
 
Geo Site Elements
 » Formalise carpark area and interpretation area with level gravel and extension  

 of existing Cypress Pine bollards
 » Local artistic opportunity ie. the provision of seating furniture, sculpture,   

 engraving, carving etc.
 » Rock seating feature including 3 interpretation posts

  1. Flinders Ranges geological context
  2. 3.9 Acraman Meteorite Impac geological context
  3. Adnyamathanha Heritage

Geo Interpretation
 » 3.9 Meteor Impact
 » Replace and integrate ABC Range interpretation on the 3.8 Brachina Formation 

post.
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Formation 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Interpretation
and 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3.10 Wonoka 
Formation 

Visitor parking, viewing and access to the 
creek is to be formalised as part of the 
existing vehicle turn around through the 
provision of a level gravel area and 
enclosed within Cypress Pine Bollards.  
Bollards to be placed 1.5m apart and 
infrastructure placed minimum 4m from 
Brachina Gorge Road.

3.11 Brachina-Rawnsley 
Quartzite 450m 

Scree Slope 900m 

Replace existing Bonney Sandstone 
with the single large mild steel 3.10 

Wonoka Formation interpretative post

3.10 Wonoka Formation Concept

N Scale 1:1500 (A3)
50m5 200 10

Replace existing interpretation and 
integrate into proposed

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
Geo Experience
Two world heritage geological elements are interpreted as 
part of the Ikara Flinders Ranges geological narrative 
within the Aroona Valley Lookout area, alongside Brachina 
Creek. The Brachina Formation hints at the early 
presence of life and includes a rich record of textured 
organic structures. This includes imprints of seafloor 
microbial mats and seaweeds. The Acraman meteorite 
impact informs of a 580 Ma event where a large 4.7 km 
wide meteorite landed north of the South Australian 
Gawler Ranges and produced a 90 km wide crater. It 
blasted rocks and dust into the Precambrian atmosphere, 
and the 1,000 km wide fallout created a distinctive 
sedimentary layer. A massive tsunami is likely to have 
followed the event.  The interpretation is provided here to 
inform Brachina Gorge Road visitors of this event as part 
of the geological narrative. Both of these sites are 
accessed from the Brachina Gorge Road. The geological 
elements are not visible from the road, however the 
narrative is acknowledged and experienced by the 
creative mild steel interpretation posts, QR code and 
vehicle pullover on two picturesque lookout areas. 3.8 
Brachina Formation on the northern side of Brachina 
Creek as part of the ABC Range interpretation, and the 
3.9 Acraman meteorite impact is acknowledged at the 
picturesque Aroona Valley Lookout. The Aroona Valley 
lookout area includes rock seating and opportunity to 
showcase local art in the form of public art sculpture. This 
elevated interpretation area is to be on a level compacted 
gravel to provide universal access alongside the carpark 
with Cypress Pine bollards protecting local rare 
vegetation.
Geo Site Elements
 Formalise vehicle parking and interpretation area with level 

gravel and extending Cypress Pine bollards
 Local artistic opportunity  i.e. the provision of seating 

furniture, sculpture, engraving, carving, etc.
 Rock seating feature including 3 interpretation posts:
   IkaraFlinders Ranges geological context
   3.9 Acraman meteorite impact
   Adnyamathanha cultural heritage
   Site ecological context
3

Geo Interpretation
 3.8 Brachina Formation
 Replace and integrate ABC Range interpretation on the 3.8 

Brachina Formation interpretation post.

by

for

Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park  

2 December 2020
C1b

Flinders Ranges World Heritage - Brachina Gorge
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more 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Wonoka Formation 
Roadside Interpretation
and Viewing Area
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3.10 Wonoka 
Formation 

Visitor parking, viewing and access to the 
creek is to be formalised as part of the 
existing vehicle turn around through the 
provision of a level gravel area and 
enclosed within Cypress Pine Bollards.  
Bollards to be placed 1.5m apart and 
infrastructure placed minimum 4m from 
Brachina Gorge Road.

3.11 Brachina-Rawnsley 
Quartzite 450m 

Scree Slope 900m 

Replace existing Bonney Sandstone 
with the single large mild steel 3.10 

Wonoka Formation interpretative post

3.10 Wonoka Formation Concept

N Scale 1:1500 (A3)
50m5 200 10

Replace existing interpretation and 
integrate into proposed

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
Geo Experience
Two world heritage geological elements are interpreted as 
part of the Ikara Flinders Ranges geological narrative 
within the Aroona Valley Lookout area, alongside Brachina 
Creek. The Brachina Formation hints at the early 
presence of life and includes a rich record of textured 
organic structures. This includes imprints of seafloor 
microbial mats and seaweeds. The Acraman meteorite 
impact informs of a 580 Ma event where a large 4.7 km 
wide meteorite landed north of the South Australian 
Gawler Ranges and produced a 90 km wide crater. It 
blasted rocks and dust into the Precambrian atmosphere, 
and the 1,000 km wide fallout created a distinctive 
sedimentary layer. A massive tsunami is likely to have 
followed the event.  The interpretation is provided here to 
inform Brachina Gorge Road visitors of this event as part 
of the geological narrative. Both of these sites are 
accessed from the Brachina Gorge Road. The geological 
elements are not visible from the road, however the 
narrative is acknowledged and experienced by the 
creative mild steel interpretation posts, QR code and 
vehicle pullover on two picturesque lookout areas. 3.8 
Brachina Formation on the northern side of Brachina 
Creek as part of the ABC Range interpretation, and the 
3.9 Acraman meteorite impact is acknowledged at the 
picturesque Aroona Valley Lookout. The Aroona Valley 
lookout area includes rock seating and opportunity to 
showcase local art in the form of public art sculpture. This 
elevated interpretation area is to be on a level compacted 
gravel to provide universal access alongside the carpark 
with Cypress Pine bollards protecting local rare 
vegetation.
Geo Site Elements
 Formalise vehicle parking and interpretation area with level 

gravel and extending Cypress Pine bollards
 Local artistic opportunity  i.e. the provision of seating 

furniture, sculpture, engraving, carving, etc.
 Rock seating feature including 3 interpretation posts:
   IkaraFlinders Ranges geological context
   3.9 Acraman meteorite impact
   Adnyamathanha cultural heritage
   Site ecological context
3

Geo Interpretation
 3.8 Brachina Formation
 Replace and integrate ABC Range interpretation on the 3.8 

Brachina Formation interpretation post.

by

for

Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park  

2 December 2020
C1b

Flinders Ranges World Heritage - Brachina Gorge
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3.10 Wonoka 
Formation 

Visitor parking, viewing and access to the 
creek is to be formalised as part of the 
existing vehicle turn around through the 
provision of a level gravel area and 
enclosed within Cypress Pine Bollards.  
Bollards to be placed 1.5m apart and 
infrastructure placed minimum 4m from 
Brachina Gorge Road.

3.11 Brachina-Rawnsley 
Quartzite 450m 

Scree Slope 900m 

Replace existing Bonney Sandstone 
with the single large mild steel 3.10 

Wonoka Formation interpretative post

3.10 Wonoka Formation Concept

N Scale 1:1500 (A3)
50m5 200 10

Replace existing interpretation and 
integrate into proposed

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
Geo Experience
Two world heritage geological elements are interpreted as 
part of the Ikara Flinders Ranges geological narrative 
within the Aroona Valley Lookout area, alongside Brachina 
Creek. The Brachina Formation hints at the early 
presence of life and includes a rich record of textured 
organic structures. This includes imprints of seafloor 
microbial mats and seaweeds. The Acraman meteorite 
impact informs of a 580 Ma event where a large 4.7 km 
wide meteorite landed north of the South Australian 
Gawler Ranges and produced a 90 km wide crater. It 
blasted rocks and dust into the Precambrian atmosphere, 
and the 1,000 km wide fallout created a distinctive 
sedimentary layer. A massive tsunami is likely to have 
followed the event.  The interpretation is provided here to 
inform Brachina Gorge Road visitors of this event as part 
of the geological narrative. Both of these sites are 
accessed from the Brachina Gorge Road. The geological 
elements are not visible from the road, however the 
narrative is acknowledged and experienced by the 
creative mild steel interpretation posts, QR code and 
vehicle pullover on two picturesque lookout areas. 3.8 
Brachina Formation on the northern side of Brachina 
Creek as part of the ABC Range interpretation, and the 
3.9 Acraman meteorite impact is acknowledged at the 
picturesque Aroona Valley Lookout. The Aroona Valley 
lookout area includes rock seating and opportunity to 
showcase local art in the form of public art sculpture. This 
elevated interpretation area is to be on a level compacted 
gravel to provide universal access alongside the carpark 
with Cypress Pine bollards protecting local rare 
vegetation.
Geo Site Elements
 Formalise vehicle parking and interpretation area with level 

gravel and extending Cypress Pine bollards
 Local artistic opportunity  i.e. the provision of seating 

furniture, sculpture, engraving, carving, etc.
 Rock seating feature including 3 interpretation posts:
   IkaraFlinders Ranges geological context
   3.9 Acraman meteorite impact
   Adnyamathanha cultural heritage
   Site ecological context
3

Geo Interpretation
 3.8 Brachina Formation
 Replace and integrate ABC Range interpretation on the 3.8 

Brachina Formation interpretation post.

by

for

Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park  

2 December 2020
C1b

Flinders Ranges World Heritage - Brachina Gorge

3.10

3.10 Wonoka Formation
The 3.10 Wonoka Formation is located on the southern steep walls of the Brachina 
Gorge adjacent the main road. The layering of strata coloured earth in this area has 
rugged qualities that provide the visitor with a sublime viewing experience. The 3.10 
Wonoka Formation geological element 580-560 Ma provides some of the earliest 
evidence of the Ediacara biota and records a major carbon isotope excursion. The 
excursion recorded in this formation demonstrates that life on Earth was subject to 
massive expansion in both biomass and diversity at this time. Fossils occur in beds 
near the top of the Wonoka Formation. A 3.10 Wonoka Formation interpretation 
pole is to be located on the road verge where it can be viewed from vehicles 
in both directions. All interpretation is to clearly include Ikara-Flinders Ranges 
geology QR code information, including simulations explaining the sites geological 
formation and sequence. The interpretation post is to be installed with local rock 
and low local feature shrubs to beautify and embed within the landscape, where 
appropriate. Visitor parking, viewing and access to the creek is to be formalised 
as part of the existing vehicle turn around through the provision of a level gravel 
area and enclosed within Cypress Pine Bollards.  Bollards to be placed 1.5m apart 
and infrastructure placed minimum 4m from Brachina Gorge Road. The formation 
is located 7.3 km from the western Outback Way and Brachina Gorge Road entry 
and 29.8 km from Flinders Ranges Way eastern gateway.

Geo Site Elements
 » Formalise carpark area and interpretation area with level gravel and extension  

 of existing Cypress Pine bollards
 » Local artistic opportunity ie. the provision of seating furniture, sculpture,   

 engraving, carving etc.
 » 3.10 Wonoka Formation interpretation post
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Montage: TRC
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Long Vehicle Parking

TURN LEFT
100m

P
ANDU VIEWING AREA
 Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby 

ANDU VIEWING AREA 
 YELLOW-FOOTED ROCK-WALLABY 

P
TURN RIGHT

100m

Scree Slope
Andu (yellowfooted rockwallaby) viewing area

FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
SHAREDZONE

10

Scree Slope
Andu (yellowfooted rockwallaby) viewing area

FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
SHAREDZONE

10

Scree Slope 
Andu Viewing Area
(Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby) 

Brachina Creek

Provide 3 x raised decks with mild steel 
frame and enviro decking (e.g. 
Treadwell - EnviroTREAD) and timber 
kerb edging) viewing decks inside 
cypress pine bollard fence. Provide 3 x 
interpretation posts, one at each deck:
1. Ecology - Andu (Yellow-footed Rock-
wallaby)
2. Geology - Ikara-Flinders Ranges 
geology 
3. Heritage - Adnyamathanha Heritage 
- Andu story...

Retain existing vehicle parking.  
Upgrade area with level gravel 
and Cypress Pine bollards.
Provide toilet and shelter

Example sculpture art inspiration 
Source: Goldsworthy Sculpture Penpont, Scotland

Brachina Gorge Road

All access gravel path 

Lookout views sculpture art

Local stone road rumble strip to 
signify share use zone

Provide right angle carpark (15 
spaces) and universally accessible 
gravel path to viewing decks

Local sandstone rock and concrete road 
rumble strip to signify share use zone

Grade 3 path - undulating 
landscape

Retain and refurbish existing 
vehicle parking

3.10 Wonoka Formation 900m 

Aroona Valley 1.5km

Local stone road rumble strip to  slow 
vehicle traffic and signify share use zone

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
VISITOR EXPERIENCE
The Brachina Gorge Scree Slope is 13.7 km from 
the Flinders Ranges Way turnoff approximately 
3/4 along the Brachina Gorge Road. The Scree 
Slope viewing area is located within a snug valley 
between Brachina Creek and the steep sided 
gorge. The area is a very popular with visitors as a 
place to stop, enjoy the 360 degree views and 
experience the local yellow-footed rock-wallaby 
community that shelters in the rocky terrain. This 
area is most popular later afternoon when the 
Andu (Yellow-footed Rock-wallabies) appear from 
their sheltered positions. The scree slope viewing 
area is presently compromised due to the narrow 
area between the passing traffic and scree slope 
fence. A proposed shared use zone will enhance 
a visitor experience through the provision of safe 
parking, and pedestrian interface. The Brachina 
Gorge scree slope visitor experience is enhanced 
through three slightly elevated and dedicated 
viewing platforms. The platforms are universally 
accessible, unencumbered by fences - for 
children viewing, and includes interpretation of 
the areas unique ecology, geology and heritage. 
Local rock rumble strips and signage is used to 
denote this slow vehicle shared use space. 
Dedicated single and long vehicle parking areas 
provide walking trails to viewing areas, creative 
art opportunity and the 3 scree slope viewing 
decks.
SITE ELEMENTS
10 km/h shared use road zone that includes:
 3m wide road rumble strips
 Single and long vehicle parking areas
 Universal access path and scree slope viewing 

decks
 Local artistic opportunity - i.e. the provision of 

seating furniture, sculpture, engraving, carving, 
etc.

 3 interpretation posts - 1 located at each deck:
- Ecology -  Andu (Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby)
- Geology Ikara- Flinders Ranges geology
- Heritage – Adnyamathanha (Andu Story...)
 Long vehicle parking area to include shelter and 

toilet.
INTERPRETATION
 Ecological -  Andu (Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby)
 Geology - Scree Slope
 Adnyamathanha Heritage - Andu story...
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Scree Slope 
Andu Viewing Area
(Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby) 

Brachina Creek

Provide 3 x raised decks with mild steel 
frame and enviro decking (e.g. 
Treadwell - EnviroTREAD) and timber 
kerb edging) viewing decks inside 
cypress pine bollard fence. Provide 3 x 
interpretation posts, one at each deck:
1. Ecology - Andu (Yellow-footed Rock-
wallaby)
2. Geology - Ikara-Flinders Ranges 
geology 
3. Heritage - Adnyamathanha Heritage 
- Andu story...

Retain existing vehicle parking.  
Upgrade area with level gravel 
and Cypress Pine bollards.
Provide toilet and shelter

Example sculpture art inspiration 
Source: Goldsworthy Sculpture Penpont, Scotland

Brachina Gorge Road

All access gravel path 

Lookout views sculpture art

Local stone road rumble strip to 
signify share use zone

Provide right angle carpark (15 
spaces) and universally accessible 
gravel path to viewing decks

Local sandstone rock and concrete road 
rumble strip to signify share use zone

Grade 3 path - undulating 
landscape

Retain and refurbish existing 
vehicle parking

3.10 Wonoka Formation 900m 

Aroona Valley 1.5km
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Andu Scree Slope Viewing Area
(Yellow-footed rock-wallaby)

The Brachina Gorge Scree Slope is 13.7 km from the Flinders Ranges Way turnoff 
approximately 3/4 along the Brachina Gorge Road. The Scree Slope viewing area 
is located within a snug valley between Brachina Creek and the steep sided gorge. 
The area is a very popular with visitors as a place to stop, enjoy the 360 degree 
views and experience the local yellow-footed rock-wallaby community that shelters 
in the rocky terrain. This area is most popular later afternoon when the Andu 
(Yellow-footed Rock-wallabies) appear from their sheltered positions. The scree 
slope viewing area is presently compromised due to the narrow area between the 
passing traffic and scree slope fence. A proposed shared use zone will enhance a 
visitor experience through the provision of safe parking, and pedestrian interface. 
The Brachina Gorge scree slope visitor experience is enhanced through three 
slightly elevated and dedicated viewing platforms. The platforms are universally 
accessible, unencumbered by fences - for children viewing, and includes 
interpretation of the areas unique ecology, geology and heritage. Local rock 
rumble strips and signage is used to denote this slow vehicle shared use space. 
Dedicated single and long vehicle parking areas provide walking trails to viewing 
areas, creative art opportunity and the 3 scree slope viewing decks.

Elements
10km/hr shared use road zone that includes:
 » 3m wide road rumble strips
 » Single and long vehicle parking areas
 » Universal access path and scree slope viewing decks
 » Local artistic opportunity - ie. the provision of seating furniture, sculpture, 

engraving, carving etc.
 » 3x 2m interpretation posts - 1 located at each deck 

 1. Ecology - Andu (Yellow-footed rock-wallaby)
 2. Geology - Ikara-Flinders Ranges geology
 3. Heritage - Adnyamathanha (Andu story)
 » Long vehicle parking area to include shelter and toilet
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3.11 Brachina-Rawnsley Quartzite 
Roadside Interpretation and 
Viewing Area

Brachina Creek

Brachina Gorge Road

3.11 Brachina-
Rawnsley Quartzite 

element views

3.11 Brachina-Rawnsley 
Quartzite 

Replace existing interpretation with large 
3.11 Brachina-Rawnsley Quartzite 
interpretative post. Include small pullover 
area and shared use zone for visitor 
parking formalised through the provision of 
a level gravel area, enclosed within 
Cypress Pine Bollards.  Bollards to be 
placed 1.5m apart and infrastructure placed 
minimum 4m from Brachina Gorge Road.

3.10 Wonoka 
Formation 450m 

3.11 Cambrian Burrowing Animals 1.4km 

3.11 Brachina-Rawnsley Quartzite
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Brachina 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Geological 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National 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Geo Experience
3.11 Brachina-Rawnsley Quartzite - 560-540Ma
The 3.11 Brachina-Rawnsley Quartzite geological 
element is viewed from Brachina Gorge Road 
and deep within the picturesque Gorge. A pull 
over area is provided alongside the Eucalyptus 
wooded creekline that includes a 3m high 
interpretative post and QR code providing 
further information about the site and areas 
geology. The 3.11 Brachina-Rawnlsey Quartzite 
phenomenon provides further evidence, no less 
then three cycles of Ediacaran biota fossil-
bearing records. The first animals with heads 
and bilateral symmetry that moved and fed on 
the seafloor, long with an array of other life 
forms that disappeared in the Cambrian period. 
This section of Brachina Gorge has the best 
exposure of this Quartzite that also responsible 
for the picturesque and scenic values of Ikara-
Flinders National Park. The visitor experiences a 
close and personal rugged landscape in this 
area of the Gorge with each corner of the 
journey revealing a landscape of varying 
geological formations, unique endemic flora and 
fauna and creek beds that proclaims eons of 
flash flooding and erosion. The formation is 
located 3km west of the Scree Slope, 30.8 km 
from Flinders Ranges Way eastern gateway and 
6.3 km from The Outback Way western gateway.
Geo Site Elements
 Formalise vehicle pullover area with gravel 

and Cypress Pine bollards - placed 1.5m 
apart

 Provide shared use zone signage
 Provide 3.11 3m high Brachina-Rawnsley 

Quartzite interpretative post
 Beautify and embed post into landscape with 

local rock and low planting, where 
appropriate

3

Geo Interpretation
 Integrate existing interpretation within 

proposed 3.11 Brachina-Rawnsley Quartzite  
interpretative post
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3.11

3.11 Brachina-Rawnsley Quartzite 
The 3.11 Brachina-Rawnsley Quartzite geological element is viewed from Brachina 
Gorge Road and deep within the picturesque Gorge. A pull over area is provided 
alongside the Eucalyptus wooded creekline that includes a 3m high interpretation 
post and QR code providing further information about the site and areas geology. 
The 3.11 Brachina-Rawnlsey Quartzite phenomenon provides further evidence, no 
less then three cycles of Ediacaran biota fossil-bearing records. The first animals 
with heads and bilateral symmetry that moved and fed on the seafloor, long with 
an array of other life forms that disappeared in the Cambrian period. This section 
of Brachina Gorge has the best exposure of this Quartzite that also responsible 
for the picturesque and scenic values of Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park. The 
visitor experiences a close and personal rugged landscape in this area of the 
Gorge with each corner of the journey revealing a landscape of varying geological 
formations, unique endemic flora and fauna and creek beds that proclaims eons of 
flash flooding and erosion. The formation is located 3km west of the Scree Slope, 
30.8 km from Flinders Ranges Way eastern gateway and 6.3 km from The Outback 
Way western gateway.

Geo Site Elements
 » Formalise vehicle pullover area with gravel and Cypress Pine bollards - placed 

1.5m apart 
 » Provide shared use zone signage
 » Provide 3m high 3.11 Brachina-Rawnsley Quartzite interpretive post,   

beautify and embed the post into the landscape with local rock and low planting,  
 where appropriate

Geo Interpretation
 » Integrate existing interpretation within proposed 3.11 Brachina-Rawnsley   

 Quartzite interpretive post

3.43.6
3.8

3.103.11
3.12

3.13

3.3
3.7

3.5

Eastern 
Gateway

Western 
Gateway

Trezona 
Campsite

Andu 
Scree 
Slope

Montage: TRC
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Geological Trail
Wayfinding post / rock marker 
indicating 50m grade 3 walk trail

SHAREDZONE

25 Cambrian burrowing animals
Brachina George Geology Trail 
Information AreaP

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

SHAREDZONE

25 Cambrian burrowing animals
Brachina George Geology Trail 
Information AreaP

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

Provide pullover areas for both 
traffic directions as part of a 
shared use zone. Visitor parking 
formalised through the provision 
of a level gravel area, enclosed 
within Cypress Pine Bollards.  
Bollards to be placed 1.5m apart 
and infrastructure placed 
minimum 4m from Brachina 
Gorge Road. Additional vehicle 
parking on creek bed.

Teamsters Campground 50 m
(4 x toilet facilities)

Brachina Creek

Brachina Gorge Road

Construct grade 3 trail, supply 
and place 2m high interpretative 

post at geo site element -  3.12 
Brachina Gorge Cambrian 

burrowing animals 

3.11 Brachina Rawnsley Quartzite 1.4 km

3.12 Brachina Gorge
Cambrian burrowing animals 

Geology interpretation 

Additional parking 
on creek bed

Replace existing 
interpretation with 3m tall 
narrow 3.12 Brachina Gorge 
Cambrian burrowing 
animals interpretative post.

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
r

Geo Experience
3.12 Brachina Gorge Cambrian burrowing 
animals - 541 Ma
Viewing of the early Brachina Gorge Cambrian 
burrowing animals requires a short walk from the 
Brachina Gorge Road dedicated roadside parking 
area. A gravel class 3 track winds a short way (50 m) 
up a small eroded creekway to a steep creek bank. A 
2m timber interpretation post is located opposite the 
feature providing graphic and QR Code information 
for the visitor to find and explore evidence of these 
ancient Cambrian animals. The vehicle parking area 
also has a tall narrow interpretative post with geo site 
element information. Additional parking can also be 
accessed 50 m east within the shaded Brachina 
Creek. 4 toilets (additional 2 toilets) are located at 
Teamsters Campground 50m west of the trail head / 
vehicle parking. This geo site provides some of the 
best examples of early Cambrian life. The 
Precambrian–Cambrian boundary in Brachina Gorge 
is marked by a sharp change from the sandy 
Rawnsley Quartzite to the Parachilna Formation, 
bearing the oldest regionally known three-
dimensional animal burrows. This marks an early 
stage of the Cambrian Period. These fossil traces 
mark a transition of multicellular life from the 
Precambrian Ediacara biota to Cambrian bilateral 
burrowing and predatory life forms. The formation is 
located 3.7km west of the Scree Slope, 16.6 km from 
Flinders Ranges Way eastern gateway and 14.7 km 
from The Outback Way western entry.
Geo Site Elements
 Formalise vehicle pullover area with gravel and 

Cypress Pine bollards - placed 1.5m apart
 Provide shared use zone signage
 Remove existing interpretation signage and 

integrate into proposed
 Provide roadside 3m interpretation post 
 Provide geo site element 2m interpretative post 
 Beautify and embed posts into landscape with 

local rock and low planting, where appropriate
 Establish class 3 gravel track to geo element site
Geo Interpretation
 3m high roadside 3.12 Brachina Gorge Cambrian 

Burrowing Animals interpretation post 
 2m high geo site element 3.12 Brachina Gorge 

Cambrian Burrowing Animals interpretative post 

3.12 Brachina Gorge 
Cambrian burrowing animals

N Scale 1:1000 (A3)
50m5 200 10

by

for

Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park  

2 December 2020
C1b

Flinders Ranges World Heritage - Brachina Gorge

Geological Trail
Wayfinding post / rock marker 
indicating 50m grade 3 walk trail

SHAREDZONE

25 Cambrian burrowing animals
Brachina George Geology Trail 
Information AreaP

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

SHAREDZONE

25 Cambrian burrowing animals
Brachina George Geology Trail 
Information AreaP

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

Provide pullover areas for both 
traffic directions as part of a 
shared use zone. Visitor parking 
formalised through the provision 
of a level gravel area, enclosed 
within Cypress Pine Bollards.  
Bollards to be placed 1.5m apart 
and infrastructure placed 
minimum 4m from Brachina 
Gorge Road. Additional vehicle 
parking on creek bed.

Teamsters Campground 50 m
(4 x toilet facilities)

Brachina Creek

Brachina Gorge Road

Construct grade 3 trail, supply 
and place 2m high interpretative 

post at geo site element -  3.12 
Brachina Gorge Cambrian 

burrowing animals 

3.11 Brachina Rawnsley Quartzite 1.4 km

3.12 Brachina Gorge
Cambrian burrowing animals 

Geology interpretation 

Additional parking 
on creek bed

Replace existing 
interpretation with 3m tall 
narrow 3.12 Brachina Gorge 
Cambrian burrowing 
animals interpretative post.

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
r

Geo Experience
3.12 Brachina Gorge Cambrian burrowing 
animals - 541 Ma
Viewing of the early Brachina Gorge Cambrian 
burrowing animals requires a short walk from the 
Brachina Gorge Road dedicated roadside parking 
area. A gravel class 3 track winds a short way (50 m) 
up a small eroded creekway to a steep creek bank. A 
2m timber interpretation post is located opposite the 
feature providing graphic and QR Code information 
for the visitor to find and explore evidence of these 
ancient Cambrian animals. The vehicle parking area 
also has a tall narrow interpretative post with geo site 
element information. Additional parking can also be 
accessed 50 m east within the shaded Brachina 
Creek. 4 toilets (additional 2 toilets) are located at 
Teamsters Campground 50m west of the trail head / 
vehicle parking. This geo site provides some of the 
best examples of early Cambrian life. The 
Precambrian–Cambrian boundary in Brachina Gorge 
is marked by a sharp change from the sandy 
Rawnsley Quartzite to the Parachilna Formation, 
bearing the oldest regionally known three-
dimensional animal burrows. This marks an early 
stage of the Cambrian Period. These fossil traces 
mark a transition of multicellular life from the 
Precambrian Ediacara biota to Cambrian bilateral 
burrowing and predatory life forms. The formation is 
located 3.7km west of the Scree Slope, 16.6 km from 
Flinders Ranges Way eastern gateway and 14.7 km 
from The Outback Way western entry.
Geo Site Elements
 Formalise vehicle pullover area with gravel and 

Cypress Pine bollards - placed 1.5m apart
 Provide shared use zone signage
 Remove existing interpretation signage and 

integrate into proposed
 Provide roadside 3m interpretation post 
 Provide geo site element 2m interpretative post 
 Beautify and embed posts into landscape with 

local rock and low planting, where appropriate
 Establish class 3 gravel track to geo element site
Geo Interpretation
 3m high roadside 3.12 Brachina Gorge Cambrian 

Burrowing Animals interpretation post 
 2m high geo site element 3.12 Brachina Gorge 

Cambrian Burrowing Animals interpretative post 

3.12 Brachina Gorge 
Cambrian burrowing animals

N Scale 1:1000 (A3)
50m5 200 10

by

for

Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park  

2 December 2020
C1b

Flinders Ranges World Heritage - Brachina Gorge

3.12

3.12 Brachina Gorge 
Cambrian Burrowing Animals
Viewing of the early 3.12 Brachina Gorge Cambrian Burrowing Animals requires 
a short walk from the Brachina Gorge Road dedicated roadside parking area. A 
gravel class 3 track winds a short way (50 m) up a small eroded creekway to 
a steep creek bank. A 2m tall narrow interpretation post is located opposite the 
feature providing graphic and QR Code information for the visitor to find and explore 
evidence of these ancient Cambrian animals. The vehicle parking area also has 
a large 3m high interpretative post with geo site element information. Additional 
parking can also be accessed 50 m east within the shaded Brachina Creek. 4 
Toilets (additional 2 toilets) are located at Teamsters Campground 50m west of 
the trail head / vehicle parking. This geo site provides some of the best examples 
of early Cambrian life. The Precambrian–Cambrian boundary in Brachina Gorge is 
marked by a sharp change from the sandy Rawnsley Quartzite to the Parachilna 
Formation, bearing the oldest regionally known three-dimensional animal burrows. 
This marks an early stage of the Cambrian Period. These fossil traces mark a 
transition of multicellular life from the Precambrian Ediacara biota to Cambrian 
bilateral burrowing and predatory life forms. The formation is located 3.7km west of 
the Scree Slope, 16.6 km from Flinders Ranges Way eastern gateway and 14.7 km 
from The Outback Way western entry.3.13 Brachina Gorge Archaeocyath Reefs – 
541 Ma.

Geo Site Elements
 » Formalise vehicle pullover area with gravel and cypress pine bollards
 » Provide shared use zone signage
 » Remove existing interepretation signage and integrate information within   

 proposed
 » Provide roadside 3m mild steel interpretation post
 » Provide geo site element 2m mild steel interpretation post
 » Beaitufy and embed posts into landscape with local rock and low planting   

 where appropriate
 » Establish Class 3 gravel track to geo element site

Geo Interpretation
 » 3m roadside interpretation post
 » 2m geo site element interpretation post
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SHAREDZONE

25 Archaeocyath Reefs
Brachina George Geology Trail 
Information AreaP

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

SHAREDZONE

25 Archaeocyath Reefs
Brachina George Geology Trail 
Information AreaP

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

Replace existing interpretation with 3m 
large 3.13 Brachina Gorge 
Archaeocyath Reefs interpretation post. 
Include small pullover area on high side 
of road as part of a shared use zone. 
Visitor parking formalised through the 
provision of a level gravel area, 
enclosed within Cypress Pine Bollards.  
Bollards to be placed 1.5m apart and 
infrastructure placed minimum 4m from 
Brachina Gorge Road

Teamsters 
Campground 50 m

Brach
ina C

reek

Brachina Gorge Road

Brachina Gorge
Western Gateway 2.4 km

3.13 Brachina Gorge
Archaeocyath Reefs

Geology Interpretation 

Additional parking in 
low lower creek area

Parking located on high 
side of road above main 
creek line

Brachina Creek

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
r

Geo Experience
3.13 Brachina Gorge Archaeocyath Reefs - 541 Ma
The Brachina Gorge Archaeocyath Reefs 
element are located alongside the Brachina 
Gorge Road and on the high side of Brachina 
Creek. Brachina Gorge narrows at this location, 
with a large rock face providing a sheltered area 
for visitors and geo enthusiasts to enjoy the 
geological formation and surrounding 
landscape. The archaeocyathan-calcimicrobial 
reefs represent evidence of the first widespread 
metazoan framework reefs on Earth, part of the 
Cambrian 'explosion of life'. They formed in 
warm, shallow seas cemented by calcimicrobes. 
Cambrian sponge-like fossils or archaeocyaths, 
are located in the limestone formation following 
a very short walk from the road. 
Visitors are to be informed that these 
spongeomorphs are best viewed, along with 
other fossil formations in the gorge by splashing 
a hand full of water on the rock. This geo 
element is the youngest geo phenonomen 
within the Brachina Gorge narrative and located 
only 2.4 km from the western gateway, an 
exciting introduction to the geo trail from the 
west.
Geo Site Elements
 Formalise vehicle pullover area (eastern high 

ground) with gravel and Cypress Pine 
bollards - placed 1.5m apart

 Provide shared use zone signage
 Remove existing interpretation signage and 

integrate with proposed
 Provide roadside 3m interpretative post 
 Beautify and embed posts into landscape 

with local rock and low planting, where 
appropriate

Geo Interpretation
 3m roadside 3.13 Brachina Gorge 

Archaeocyath Reefs interpretation post

3.13 Brachina Gorge 
Archeaocyath Reefs

N Scale 1:500 (A3)
20m2.5 100 5

by
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Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park  

2 December 2020
C1b

Flinders Ranges World Heritage - Brachina Gorge

SHAREDZONE

25 Archaeocyath Reefs
Brachina George Geology Trail 
Information AreaP

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

SHAREDZONE

25 Archaeocyath Reefs
Brachina George Geology Trail 
Information AreaP

For more information please visitwww.parks.sa.gov.au
FLINDERS RANGES WORLD HERITAGE
IkaraFlinders Ranges

Replace existing interpretation with 3m 
large 3.13 Brachina Gorge 
Archaeocyath Reefs interpretation post. 
Include small pullover area on high side 
of road as part of a shared use zone. 
Visitor parking formalised through the 
provision of a level gravel area, 
enclosed within Cypress Pine Bollards.  
Bollards to be placed 1.5m apart and 
infrastructure placed minimum 4m from 
Brachina Gorge Road

Teamsters 
Campground 50 m

Brach
ina C

reek

Brachina Gorge Road

Brachina Gorge
Western Gateway 2.4 km

3.13 Brachina Gorge
Archaeocyath Reefs

Geology Interpretation 

Additional parking in 
low lower creek area

Parking located on high 
side of road above main 
creek line

Brachina Creek

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail
Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park
Flinders Ranges World Heritage 
r

Geo Experience
3.13 Brachina Gorge Archaeocyath Reefs - 541 Ma
The Brachina Gorge Archaeocyath Reefs 
element are located alongside the Brachina 
Gorge Road and on the high side of Brachina 
Creek. Brachina Gorge narrows at this location, 
with a large rock face providing a sheltered area 
for visitors and geo enthusiasts to enjoy the 
geological formation and surrounding 
landscape. The archaeocyathan-calcimicrobial 
reefs represent evidence of the first widespread 
metazoan framework reefs on Earth, part of the 
Cambrian 'explosion of life'. They formed in 
warm, shallow seas cemented by calcimicrobes. 
Cambrian sponge-like fossils or archaeocyaths, 
are located in the limestone formation following 
a very short walk from the road. 
Visitors are to be informed that these 
spongeomorphs are best viewed, along with 
other fossil formations in the gorge by splashing 
a hand full of water on the rock. This geo 
element is the youngest geo phenonomen 
within the Brachina Gorge narrative and located 
only 2.4 km from the western gateway, an 
exciting introduction to the geo trail from the 
west.
Geo Site Elements
 Formalise vehicle pullover area (eastern high 

ground) with gravel and Cypress Pine 
bollards - placed 1.5m apart

 Provide shared use zone signage
 Remove existing interpretation signage and 

integrate with proposed
 Provide roadside 3m interpretative post 
 Beautify and embed posts into landscape 

with local rock and low planting, where 
appropriate

Geo Interpretation
 3m roadside 3.13 Brachina Gorge 

Archaeocyath Reefs interpretation post

3.13 Brachina Gorge 
Archeaocyath Reefs
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3.13

3.13 Brachina Gorge Archaeocyath 
Reefs 
The 3.13 Brachina Gorge Archaeocyath Reefs element is located alongside the 
Brachina Gorge Road and on the high side of Brachina Creek. Brachina Gorge 
narrows at this location, with a large rock face providing a sheltered area for 
visitors and geo enthusiasts to enjoy the geological formation and surrounding 
landscape. The archaeocyathan-calcimicrobial reefs represent evidence of 
the first widespread metazoan framework reefs on Earth, part of the Cambrian 
‘explosion of life’. They formed in warm, shallow seas cemented by calcimicrobes. 
Cambrian sponge-like fossils or archaeocyaths, are located in the limestone 
formation following a very short walk from the road. 
Visitors are to be informed that these spongeomorphs are best viewed, along 
with other fossil formations in the gorge by splashing a hand full of water on the 
rock. This geo element is the youngest geo phenonomen within the Brachina 
Gorge narrative and located only 2.4 km from the western gateway, an exciting 
introduction to the geo trail from the west.

Geo Site Elements
 » Formalise vehicle pullover area (eastern high ground)  with gravel and cypress  

 pine bollards - placed 1.5m apart
 » Provide shared use zone signage
 » Remove existing interpretation signage and integrate with proposed
 » Provide roadside 3m interpretation post
 » Provide geo site element 2m interpretation post
 » Beaitufy and embed posts into landscape with local rock and low planting   

 where appropriate

Geo Interpretation
 » 3m roadside interpretation post

Montage: TRC



Recommendations

Recommendations

Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park is an iconic and popular destination for camping, walking, cycling, rock climbing, and vehicles. In 
developing this Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park Component Part Concept Plan we sought to enliven and enrich the Brachina story through 
the 13 individual geological sites (‘Elements’) found within the Brachina Gorge area of the Park.  We also included sites within the Gorge 
that weren’t identified geological Element sites but were sites that were integral to the Ikara Flinders Ranges National Park experience and 
provided a complete visitor package.

To provide the very best World Heritage experience requires a strong focus on the users and the visitors experience it also requires a focus on 
sustainability and minimisation of maintenance and management costs.

The Andu (Yellow-footed rock-wallaby) Viewing Area at the Scree Slope situated within the heart of Brachina Gorge is a site that provides 
great enjoyment to visitors, protects one of the regions iconic species and is situated on the road that is the Brachina Gorge Geological Trail. 
Upgrading of this site improves the whole experience by improving the viewing, making the road and pedestrian access safer and more 
comfortable.

It is essential that Flinders Ranges World Heritage messaging is clear and consistent across all component parts. As such, it is recommended 
that projects from each Component Part are managed through a clear shared document and guiding set of principles. These principles, 
such as ‘Dawn of Animal Life’ narrative colour coding, consistent infrastructural elements and interpretation theming, are set out across 
Concept Plans for Arkaroola Protection Zone, Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park and Nilpena. Due consideration should be given to the 
interrelationships of these plans.

The anticipated costs of construction and future maintenance of this design may be beyond the immediate funding allocations. The modular 
nature of the design will allow for a staged approach to construction and may require prioritisation of project delivery thus ensuring World 
Heritage experience is provided on day one whilst all of the elements can be developed to present over time this component Part of  “The 
Dawn of Animal Life” narrative.

If required, we believe a staged implementation program could be delivered in the following order.

Stage 1 - Core Brachina Gorge Experience
1. Complete theGeological Trail entrances East and West, 
2. Recommend that the 13 individual geological sites (‘Elements’) sites be identified with the single post to ensure all sites are marked for 

continuity as part of the initial priority
3. Complete the ‘Core’ Brachina Gorge experience by providing parking and trailheads at all Element sites accessed on Brachina Gorge Rd
4. Complete key experiences - Andu (Yellow-footed rock-wallaby) Viewing Area,  GSSP Trailhead (3.5, 3.6, 3.7), Aroona Valley Lookout and 

Acraman Meteorite Impact (3.9)
5. Trail management and construction for all trails accessing Elements proximal to Brachina Gorge Rd

Stage 2
• Minor Gateway Bunyeroo Rd
• Trezona Campground & Trailhead Upgrade 
• Youngoona Trailhead and Carpark Upgrade
• Broader trail management & construction

Stage 3
• Trezona Campground Toilets
• Teamsters Campground Toilets
• Review and improve overall experience where necessary

Source: TRC
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