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Arkaroo Rock Upgrade Project

Project information
The Department for Environment and Water 
(DEW) has sought authorisations under the 
Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988 (SA) (Act) to 
enable an upgrade of tourism infrastructure at 
Arkaroo Rock, an important Adnyamathanha 
rock shelter and art site about 10 km south of 
the Wilpena Pound Resort in the Ikara-Flinders 
Ranges National Park (Project). 

If authorised under the Act, activities carried out 
within the application area would include: 
• removing the existing steel barrier attached 

to the rock shelter 
• removing the existing viewing deck around 

the rock shelter 
• installing a new interpretive screen over the 

face of the rock shelter, which would include 
drilling into its dripline

• constructing a new decking/bridge and 
viewing platform, which would include 
excavation for footings

• cleaning the artwork (i.e. dust removal only).
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Existing steel barrier and decking to be replaced by the Project
(image courtesy of DEW)

Purpose of consultation
DEW has sought authorisations under sections 21 
and 23 of the Act. 

Section 21 of the Act makes it an offence to 
excavate land to uncover any Aboriginal site, 
object or remains (Aboriginal heritage) without the 
Premier’s authorisation, while section 23 of the Act 
makes it an offence to damage, disturb or interfere 
with Aboriginal heritage without the Premier’s 
authorisation. 

Before considering whether to give an 
authorisation, the Premier must consult with 
Traditional Owners, interested Aboriginal parties, 
and the State Aboriginal Heritage Committee. 

Aboriginal heritage
The application area completely encompasses 
Arkaroo Rock Painting Site 1 (6634-2315), which 
is one of three rock art sites entered into 
Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation’s (AAR) 
central archives. 

The other two sites – Arkaroo Rock Painting Site 
2 (6634-2316) and Arkaroo Rock Painting Site 3 
(6634-2317) – are about 60 and 100 metres from 
the application area respectively.  

Further, the application area falls entirely within 
site 6634-2738, an archaeological artefact 
assemblage and campsite.

See the next page for a map of the application 
area.

For information about the DEW’s proposed 
heritage management during the Project, please 
see DEW’s Project Overview and Activities 
document.
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Map prepared by AAR

Further information
DEW has prepared a detailed Project Overview and 
Activities document, which is available at 
dpc.sa.gov.au/heritage-applications 

If you would like to receive further information, 
via email or mail, please let AAR know.

Getting involved
If you are a Traditional Owner, or an 
interested Aboriginal person or organisation, 
AAR wants to hear from you. 

You can ask questions about the project or 
give AAR your views by writing to or calling:

Email: DPC-AAR.CIR@sa.gov.au
Phone: (08) 8226 8900
Contact: Mr Peter Kapiris

Senior Project Officer 
GPO Box 2343
ADELAIDE SA 5001

Questions to consider

1. Should the authorisations sought be granted 
to DEW? Why or why not?

2. If granted, what conditions (if any) should be 
put on the authorisations?

3. Are there any other matters that the Premier 
should consider in this application?

Consultation closes Thursday 24 February 2022

Please share this information with other 
Traditional Owners and interested 
Aboriginal people.
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Map of Application Area and Sites
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