
1

Turning Wilpena into a 
Strong Tourism Business

G’Day Group and ATLA

February 2023



2

Turning Wilpena into a Strong Tourism Business

• Wilpena has not been doing well as a tourism business

• IBA owns 90% of the resort, ATLA owns 10%

• G’Day Group is a big tourism company. IBA has asked 
G’Day Group to talk to ATLA members about the future 
of Wilpena

• In February 2023 there will be two meetings with ATLA 
members and G’Day Group to talk about Wilpena’s 
future.

• This paper gives you the background information you 
need for those meetings
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Who is G’Day Group?
• G’Day Group was started by Grant Wilckens in South Australia in 

2004.

• This picture shows Grant’s first caravan park in Western Australia

• Today, G’Day Group is the biggest owner of parks and resorts in 
Australia – more than 300!

• G’Day Group really knows how to run tourism businesses in 
remote Australia. We own:

o El Questro in the Kimberley (WA)
o Lake Argyle Resort in the Kimberley (WA)
o Kings Canyon Resort (Central Australia - NT)
o Glen Helen Resort (Central Australia - NT)

• Our tourism businesses are well run and make money

How we started

Grant Wilckens - CEO

We know Remote Tourism

The Kimberley – El Questro

Central Australia - Kings Canyon
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Who is G’Day Group?
• G’Day Group has experience making agreements with 

Traditional Owners

• At El Questro, we worked with the State Government and Native 
Title holders to create a deal where 165,000 hectares was 
handed back to Traditional Owners – a win, win, win for all 
involved.

• We are good at building strong relationships based on good 
communication and doing what we say.

• Relationships with government and native title holders are 
important to help a tourism business develop.

• G’day leases parks around the country from Shire Councils and 
State Governments and Indigenous corporations.

Land Agreements

Deep Relationships
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Turning Wilpena into a Strong Tourism Business

• Ikara is one of the most beautiful and well-known natural 
areas in Australia. 

• Wilpena could be a great tourism business – with some 
help. 

• G’Day Group is interested in developing Wilpena

• Our approach is to put money into quality accommodation 
and guest facilities. 

• Great accommodation and facilities attract visitors and 
brings people to the region. 

• The picture shown is one way we could make Wilpena 
better with dining and tours
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First – Let’s talk

• We want to learn about your hopes for the future 
of Wilpena

• We want to get your ideas about how to make 
Wilpena a success.

• We want to talk about how we can work together 
to create benefits for Traditional Owners and 
G’Day group at Wilpena.

• G’Day Group looks forward to meeting you in 
February.
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