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Message from the special administrator 
 
I advise that Rangelea Holdings Pty Ltd’s (Rangelea) application for special leave to 
appeal from the judgment of the Supreme Court of South Australia’s Court of Appeal 
was refused by the High Court of Australia on 7 August 2025.  
 
This means Rangelea has no other way of appealing and must accept the decision of the 
SA Supreme Court that the Adnyamathanha Master Trust is not a charitable trust, and 
that Rangelea must provide access to its trust records. 
 
On 21 August 2025 the SA Chief Justice made orders: 

• By 4 September 2025, Rangelea must produce to ATLA’s lawyers records for the 
Adnyamathanha Master Trust for the period from 30 June 2018 to 30 June 2025, 
and the Traditional Owner Register.  

• The Inspector is to continue his investigation into Rangelea’s administration of 
the Adnyamathanha Master Trust, including any distribution to and use by the 
Sub-Groups and Sub-Group members. 

• The Inspector is to report to the Court within three months. 

• A hearing has been scheduled for 25 November 2025 for further directions / 
orders from the Court. 

Copies of the following Court orders have been posted to the ATLA website at 
www.atla.com.au : 

1. High Court disposition (decision on Rangelea’s request for special leave). 

2. Chief Justice’s order dated 21 August 2025. 

3. Chief Justice’s order dated 26 April 2023.  

The Inspector, Mr Hugh McPharlin of Nexia Edwards Marshall, will now continue his 
investigation into the administration of the Adnyamathanha Master Trust by the 
trustee, Rangelea .  The Inspector is appointed by the Court and reports directly to the 
Court. The report is due to be finished by 21 November 2025.Compensation money 
(85%) will continue to be held by the SA Supreme Court while the investigation is 
conducted by the Inspector. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
   

Peter McQuoid 22 August 2025 
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RANGELEA HOLDINGS PTY LTD AS TRUSTEE OF THE ADNYAMATHANHA 

MASTER TRUST 

v 

ADNYAMATHANHA TRADITIONAL LANDS ASSOCIATION 

(ABORIGINAL CORPORATION) RNTBC (ICN3743) (UNDER SPECIAL 

ADMINISTRATION) & ORS 

[2025] HCADisp 140 

A10/2025 

 

 

1  The applicant seeks special leave to appeal from the whole of the judgment 
of the Court of Appeal of the Supreme Court of South Australia (Livesey P, 
Bleby and David JJA) which dismissed the applicant's appeal from the 
judgment of the Supreme Court of South Australia (Kourakis CJ). 

2  The outcome of the proceedings turns on the analysis of the terms of a 
particular trust deed and does not raise any broader question of principle. 
Otherwise, there is insufficient reason to doubt the correctness of the decision 
of the Court of Appeal to warrant a grant of special leave to appeal. 

3  Special leave to appeal is refused with costs. 

 

 

Gageler CJ 

Gordon J 

Edelman J 

Steward J   

Gleeson J 

Jagot J 

Beech-Jones J 

 

 

7 August 2025  
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